Prepares for the
Folk and Boat Festival
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Please note that there is always an 8.00 am
Communion on a Sunday morning at St Michael’s
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May 5th at 7.30 pm Organising meeting for the F&B in Church

May 11th Beginning of Christian Aid week

May 12th at 7.30 pm Archdeacon’s Visitation Service at St Michael’s

May 17th at 4.00 pm Celebration for the start of “Salt of the Earth” Project
May 21st at 7.30 pm Evangelism Brainstorming Part 2 in Church

May 23rd at 7.45 pm Christian Aid Quiz Night at the URC

May 24th Missions Sunday with SAMS

May 29th from 4pm Golf challenge match against Altrincham Baptist
Saturday May 30th The Big Clean Up at St Michael’s from 9.00 am
Sunday June 7th St Michael’'s Church Picnic and prayer day

June 13th (see page 19) Byley Rose Fete—Procession starts at 1pm

Middlewich Folk and Boat Festival
Friday 19th St Michael’s hosts Black Umfolosi

June 19th—21st Saturday 20th Sing Out Gospel Choir
Sunday 21st Michelle Martin and the Fiona Simpson
Band

August 24th—30th “Showstoppers” Ecumenical Holiday Club at MCC

Churches Together in Middlewich are strong supporters of the excellent work being
done by Christian Aid. Pat Pugh from St Michael's has become the local organiser
and she needs people’s support. Christian Aid week begins on Monday May 11th
and Pat will be asking for volunteers to rattle a tin outside Tesco. Can you help? St
Michael's has to cover Monday May 11th. If you can help then call Pat on 738050.
There is a volunteer list in Church. We may also need help covering Saturday so if
that’'s easier for you give Pat a call.

/" 0

Join in with the Christian Aid Quiz Night. The evening starts at 7.45 pm and takes
place in Middlewich URC on Queen Street. Get a team together and come along
(brilliance not required!)

It's fun and will raise more money for Christian aid who do great work in this country
and abroad. If you can’t find anyone to go with (no one has asked lan to be on a
team for example!!) then just turn up because we’ll find a team for you.

Saturday May 30th is the Big Clean Up at St Michaels. Bring mops, brushes
and lots of energy at 9 am. 3



Complaining is so satisfying isn't it!! I've discovered that
the new Cheshire East web site has a place where you
can complain online. It's so easy to use, which means
that East Cheshire already have the complaints of Rev
lan Bishop on parking charges in Middlewich and the in-
adequacy of Crewe Crem. I'm just getting started......

What makes the web site so great is that it doesn’t an-
swer back. | am allowed to express my opinion, press
send and let it go. Very therapeutic! When | sent my rant
in about the parking charges and the complete insanity of

the moron that came up with the plan (sorry..... Getting carried away again!) |
suddenly felt a twinge of guilt about the poor soul who would have to read the
musings of Rev Angry from Middlewich (just a twinge of guilt mind!) After all
they are faceless computer operators and they don’'t make the policies!

It's much harder for me to complain face to face. | am utterly hopeless when
complaining in a restaurant for bad food, | am spineless when returning faulty
goods and | have to look the assistant in the eye. | remember taking a faulty
kettle back once and after a discussion that went on for about five minutes left
the shop, still holding the useless kettle, and thanking the assistant for refusing
to replace it!! (I'm not joking!) My wife took the thing back later and within 10
seconds had her money back. | admit it, I'm a wimp.

The thing is, I'm on the end of complaints quite a lot! | had a complaint passed
on to me last week about the poster that has been sitting near the road. It says,
“Body Piercing saved my life!” It was a complaint to the Guardian reporter. It
was in bad taste apparently!! Well, | agreed—it was shocking, but that was the
point. It was meant to shock and disturb people into thinking about salvation
and the cross and Jesus. | explained that the young people who did the work
were re-interpreting Isaiah 53:5 “he was pierced for our transgressions!” and that
it was a challenging and thought provoking piece of work.

What | found interesting though was the fact that the complaint wasn't made to
me, but to the Guardian. | can see that others have my problem. We have be-
come a country who express our complaints through the media. The middle
man isn’'t going to disagree with us, or disprove our position, just report my com-
plaint. That isn’t debate, that is just people shouting at each other!

| dislike that. It is the way Parliamentary debate takes place. Listen to Gordon
and David at PM Questions and you get Gordon stating his position and then

David stating his and telling Gordon why he’s wrong, and so on. That isn’t de-
bate. Debate is all about reasoning with one another. That means listening to
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each other, weighing up the arguments and being prepared to be wrong. But
apparently to give in to another’s argument is now a sign of weakness.

| think that’s the main reason | hate debate these days, because invariably
when | try and discuss issues with people, they don’t want to discuss, just tell
me where I'm wrong. This can be very tiresome when logic and argument is
clear where the answer lies.

| would love to re-discover debate in this country, but | suspect that the days
when the village elders would sit and reason together have gone. Rowan Wil-
liams tried to bring this back, as the Indaba groups at the Lambeth Conference
showed. They were places to talk and reason together. But | doubt whether
our pride driven country will allow people to be humble enough to change.

The papers of course are an easy place to complain. They have become the
arbiters of moral acceptability. They are the new priesthood, establishing peo-
ple’s views on different subjects, whatever slant they put on stories people gen-
erally accept. See the way we were all manipulated by their changing attitude
to Jade Goody from hated racist one year to venerated sacrificial mother the
next. Neither is probably a fair reflection of a simple, manipulated girl. I've
asked David Morgan from the Guardian to write an article for the Messenger on
the way the papers are the new moral authority. | think it'll be fascinating to see
what he says. The fact is that | try and be so careful about what | say to the pa-
pers, because | know that people believe whatever is written, regardless of
whether it's true or not. They have enormous power over people’s views which
Is of course why people complain to them rather than direct to me. They can
influence what others think by being endorsed in the pages of a newspaper.

And what is my point in all of this? Simply this. God is not about winning argu-
ments, but winning souls. The passage from Isaiah 53 that | referred to earlier
talked about the Messiah “despised and rejected by men.” A God you see who
loses the public argument, who gives in and gives up his life that the people
who hated him might find life.

| think all of us, occasionally, need to think about why we need to win? Why we
need to be right (often in the face of the evidence). Tony Campolo tells the
story of the man who became a Christian. He wasn't a very helpful sort around
the house but was always telling his wife why she needed to be a Christian.
She was fed up with listening to him. One day someone took him aside and
told him to stop talking to his wife and put out the rubbish bins and be more
helpful around the home. A week later, disturbed by the new man in her life,
she started listening, and came to faith. And God says that his strength is
made perfect in our weakness.

Why not try and lose an argument for the sake of the Kingdom of God now and
again? 5
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We look forward to a very busy Folk and Boat Festival. These are the main
elements as they affect St Michael's

Flower Festival :- Throughout the weekend there will be a community Flower
Festival (see page 8)

Concerts:- During the weekend St Michael’s will host an incredible seven con-
certs and there may be others still to come. We understand that Jeremy and
lan may well be making an appearance with the High School Senior Choir (not
to be missed)

Fun Day—With lots happening all day on Saturday

Festival Service—Even though there isn’t an ecumenical Festival Service there
will still be lots going on. We’re just not yet quite sure what the service will look
like!!

There will be a meeting of anyone ready to help organise and deliver the
activities in Church on May 5th. If you can’t make it but would like to join in
on the organisation of a great weekend then e mail lan. We need, planners,
cleaners, stewards, caterers, salesmen, singers, musicians, techies, encourag-
ers and pray-ers. If you include yourself in any of those groups then please put
the weekend of 19th-21st June aside and be ready to throw yourself into things
again. There’s a part for everyone to play in this, the most important weekend
of the year for our town and our Church.

1 + 1 !
3 - 5H
Morning Early Late Early Late Evening
afternoon Afternon Evening
Friday 3pm Flower 4.00 pm Black |7.30 pm Black
19th festival designs Umfolosi Umfolosi
June complete
Saturday |11 am Fun 1pm Vicki and |3pm Brendan |Fun Dayends |7.30 pm Sing
20th Day Begins | Trefor Williams |Fahy Concert [about 5pm Out Gospel
June 12 noon Concert Choir
School Choir
Sunday |Festival 3pm The Holy |Flower 9pm Michelle
21st June | Service Maggots Festival ends |Martin and The
(TBA) at 4pm Fiona Simpson
Band in
Concert
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This year we have a remarkable group of Concerts as part of the MF&B Festi-
val Fringe. You needn’t go anywhere else this year.

Black Umfolosi have visited the Festival before. They are internationally
acclaimed and are great fun. They come from Zimbabwe and bring tremen-
dous dance, song and energy. We are privileged to host them twice on Friday
evening. They will have been working in the schools all week long, so if you've
got children or grand children you will hear about Black Umfolosi. Bring the
whole family to what will be a riotous evening.

Sing Out Gospel are from Manchester and are an absolutely brilliant
choir. This is a concert St Michael's have organised and it promises to be very
special. The choir have a burning faith and want to share that faith through
their music. This would be a great evening to invite friends along to who love
good music and you would like to see touched by the faith expressed. If you
missed the Birmingham Gospel Choir, don’t miss this one you or you will be
kicking yourself. So be there on Saturday evening. This would also be very
suitable for children.

Michelle Martin sang at St Michael’s last year on Saturday afternoon.
She sings simply with her guitar and has a beautiful voice. We requested to
have her come back in the evening this time because we feel her wonderful
voice (sort of reminiscent of Katie Melua) blends wonderfully with our acoustics.
Michelle is supporting on Sunday night.

The Fiona Simpson Band are well known on the Folk circuit. They
are a Christian folk group from this part of the world and worship at Maccles-
field Methodist Church. They have a faithful following and bring their faith to
their music. They are the main act on Sunday evening.

There are other people performing throughout the weekend but we would sug-
gest you plan to spend every night at St Michael’s. You will be in for a wonder-
ful treat this year.

And before you say—"We can’t do all this—we’ll be exhausted!!”

Yes of course you'll be tired, but what a weekend!! Don’t miss a moment. Let's
see the Church packed with people. Bring your friends and family and have a
wonderful weekend. Tickets and publicity should be arriving very soon.

And pray for all who will come through our doors.

v



A daings lright ane beauiul

A floral celebration of our community
ot Wil amel ALl Angels Giimreh
Jome 201st
(O Sexikdpi Seftureay
~ 12 o6 - 49t Sy

As part of the Middlewich Folk and Boat Celebrations, Middlewich Town Council,
in participation with St Michael and All Angels Church is going to run a flower
festival.

The idea is for this to be a community project, where local community organisa-
tions, Churches, Schools, societies and businesses can bring a floral display to
advertise what they are doing and celebrate our terrific community.

As people walk around the displays there will be opportunities to make dona-
tions to St Luke’s Cheshire Hospice. Therefore in a roundabout way, by bringing
along a floral display, your organisation will be supporting a terrific and worth-
while local charity as well as gaining valuable advertising for your company/
organisation.

If previous experience is a measure, then we expect several thousand people to
come to the Church over the weekend to see the flowers. Therefore it repre-

sents a simple and inexpensive way of advertising who you are and what you
do.

Neither the Church nor the Town Council will take any expenses so all the dona-
tions will go to charity.

Application forms are available now from St. Luke's Shop in Wheelock Street,
Dave Thompson at the Town Council office and from St. Michael's Church.

Contact Dave Thompson 01606 833434
Contact the church via lan Bishop 833124
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8th March

22nd March
29th March

"
12th February
20th February
4th March
11th March
25th March

*

/>
Amber May Bugliarello—Hayhurst Aven/

Sophie Mae Corfield—St Ann’s Avenue
Imogen Chloe Wyld—Wheelock Street

William Lance Treweeks—Lewin Street

Frank Wilson—Brookes Lane

Harry Valentine Hill—Alexandra Road

Pauline Harrison—Moss Drive

Doreen Sylvia Ada Studholme—Newton Court
Kathleen Ann Boyd—St Luke’s Hospice

There were no weddings at Byley or Middlewich in March

- &

Following the really good evening we had in March looking at our evangelism
ahead of the “A Passion for Life” mission, we’re going to be holding part 2 in May.

On the evening of May 21st at 7.30 pm in Church we’re going to list the things we
think are achievable, then do some basic SWOT analysis and plan how we make
things happen and try and come up with

a workable timetable.

If you enjoy being involved in the plan-
ning process or you feel committed to
evangelism or you specifically want to
lobby for a really good evangelistic idea
to be tried then get there.

2009/10 will be promoted as a time for
mission and evangelism. Let's make it

count.



Our Annual Deanery Festival Service was held on Thursday, 26 March and for
the first time in 10 years we were delighted to welcome members to St Michael’s.
During the service we reflected on this year’'s MU theme “The Cost of Relation-
ship”, in our personal lives and our work throughout the world wide. One of the
hymns, “Christ be our light”, | think challenges us to assess our own cost of rela-
tionships: are we doing enough for others, and if not, are we praying that His light
will shine in St Michael’s and enable us to uphold His values.

We held our Hot Cross Bun coffee morning on Thursday, 14 April, and generated
£47.50 for the MU charity ‘Away From It All’, which provides holidays for families
really in need of a break and some worthwhile family time together; the table top

made £46.79 for MU projects, totalling £94.29.

Our April meeting was held on Tuesday, 14" and had an Easter theme. We re-
turned to Palm Sunday and followed the events as Mark told them, (Ch 11: 7-11).
To quote the writer, Stephen Rand, “If you can’t get excited about this story of a
spontaneous explosion of joyful worship, perhaps you prefer not getting excited
in church at all!” Our bible readings took us through the events of Easter, ending
with John Ch 20: 10-18 when Jesus appeared to Mary Magdalene. We also en-
joyed poems which linked nature’s beauty with seasonal blessings.

Future events:

Tuesday, 12 May: Lunch 12.30pm. Our guest speaker Victoria Geraerts will tell
us about “Moving on” and enlighten us with her personal experiences of the
Winsford Women'’s Refuge. There is a box at the back of the church for your do-
nations of toiletry items, eq: toilet bags, soap, face cloth, toothbrush/paste. We
will hand these items to Victoria at our meeting. Many of the women arrive at the
refuge at very short notice, sometimes alone, sometimes with small children, with
few or no personal possessions at all. Please help is you are able to.

Tuesday, 19 May at 11.00am: Diocesan Festival in Chester Cathedral. The
preacher will be Lynne Tembey, York Provincial President.

Tuesday, 9 June at 7.30pm: We are holding another Deanery event at St Mi-
chael’'s. Jeanette Appleton, (Diocesan Marketing Unit Co-ordinator) will be talk-
ing about her work with the Neonatal Network and Bliss, (the charity for babies
born too soon, too small and too sick). Refreshments will follow this meeting.

All our meetings are open to friends and visitors.

Jo Hulse
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Mothers Union Sunday Rota

Duty May

June

Intercessions Jacqui Briscoe

Vi Neale-Smith

Banner Jo Henry Chris Overton
Escorts Angela Tempest & Edna Rose Miriam Sant and Helen Senior
Offertory Pam Dunning & Ann Lightfoot Janet Chisholm and Vi Neale-

Smith

1

Tom and Betty Hatton, Alf and Edith
Jackson, Jim and Clara Pollitt.
James William Littlemore
Les Noden, Dorothy Stanway
Bill Hall, Lvy Hall, Neil Hall
Dean Family
Louisa and Harold Curzon and John
Briggs Snr
Elsie Downing, Joyce Buckly and Nancy
Williams
Chris Webber
Mr H Dickenson, Mr and Mrs Evison and
Mr and Mrs G Hough
Mr Stan Balily, Mr Geoff Dale, Mr Walter
Hall (Inr), Mr Walter Hall (Snr) and Mrs
Ellen Hall, Mr and Mrs H Hatton, Mrs D
Healey
Charles Wm and Mary Jane Sant, Syd-
ney and Edna Diamond
June Arrowsmith our sister
lvy and Charles Hall, George and Jane
Bennett
Peggy and Bert Fortnum, Peter Finnett
Wilf,Betty and Billy Moss
Joan Corless
Evelynand Bill Dunning and Ken Taylor
Mr and Mrs J.J. Robinson and C Gen
Clare
Charles and Louise Lambert and Eliza-
beth Hubbard
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Rowland Dunning

George Coppenhall and Harry Curzon
G Warham, G Capper, Neil Hamlett and
John Dean

George Bailey

L Lewelyn and Emmeline Bibby and Don-
ald Robinson

W Batsford, J.H.L Wilson, A and L Far-
rington

Bill and Doris Charnley

Mr ans Mrs S Lythall, Eric Mona, Yvonne
and Roy Hough

Alfrid and Winifred Hardy

Beatrice Robinson

Albert Egerton

Mr and Mrs G Egerton, Mrs Jessie Wil-
son and Mrs Louisa Hotsfield

James and Hilda

Chambers

John Edgae Starkey

Mr Wm Hendey

Mr Ernest and Eliza-

beth Dode

Mr S.R Drinkwater,

Mr and Mrs R

Stanton

Doris Betty Berring-

ton

“Nancy”
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This concert will be a follow up to the group’s concert at the F&B.
1 # 9 & : 2 .
The choir that will just melt your hearts. We will also need to provide accommoda-
tion for all the children. So open your hearts and your homes to this fabulous
group of kids.

n ; _ : _ _ . _ _ n 6
A return visit by the choir that got us jumping out of our seats last year.
We are aware that a number of our congregation sing with other choral societies
and if you'd like to bring them along then speak to lan and we’ll try and fit them in.
We would love to see the place used as a regular concert venue. Please do sup-

port these events—if the venue becomes a success it will open up even more op-
portunities.

6 -

Last year we played a challenge golf game against Altrincham Baptist Church and
we’ve been invited to do so again. The game will take place at Woodside Gold
Club at 4pm on Friday 29th May.

We have just 10 places available so if you'd like to play contact Richard Atkin asap
on 833125. Cost is just £23 for the game and a meal afterwards. It'll be great fun.

Thanks to all who showed an interest in the Street Pastors project that we talked
about in the April edition of the Messenger. Just to keep you updated, we are go-
ing to be meeting with Eustace Constance from the Street Pastors on May 21st at
MCC. The purpose of the meeting is to make definite plans. How do we train
people, who will co-ordinate, how do we choose appropriate people, how do we
check that they are suitable etc etc.

In addition lan is going out on Friday 24th April with Chester Street Pastors to see
how the project works on the ground.

More in the next issue
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Some of you will have seen the poster that the BNP have released for the forth-
coming local elections. Under the banner headline “What would Jesus do?” they
have put “Vote BNP”. Now | don't usually express political opinions openly but....

Whilst | wouldn’t want to speak for Jesus, personally, having read the BNP
stance on issues like immigration and comparing this to the words of Jesus re-
corded in Matthew 25, | think | speak with some confidence when | say Jesus
would not vote BNP. Indeed | suspect as a Middle Eastern Jew, Jesus would
probably be regarded with a great deal of suspicion by the membership of the
BNP!

If you are voting, then do so sensibly. Archbishop John Sentamu declared that to
vote for the BNP is like “spitting in the face of God”. | happen to agree.

When you decide where to vote, remember that Jesus told us to have concern for
the poor and the powerless, to care for the sick and the stranger, and to love one
another. The politics of fear and hatred have no place in a Christian life, and we
don’t want the BNP anywhere near Middlewich.

?2 =

It is a terrible title for a service (I always think of it sort of like the visitation of the
Angel Gabriel!!)

Each year the service moves around the Archdeaconry of Chester. This year St
Michael’s will host the service which acts as the legal swearing in of the Church
Wardens and sidespeople.

If you are a Church Warden or a sidesperson at any of our services can you plan
to be there please. The service begins at 7.30 pm on Tuesday 12th May. We will
need to provide people to welcome and greet visitors from across the Deanery.
We will need to serve coffee to our guests and to be on hand to help facilitate the
legal process.

Archdeacon Donald will be preaching and it is an open meeting, so even if you

aren’'t a Church warden of a sidesperson you are still welcome to attend. Help us
make the evening a success. S

There is coffee served in Church every Tuesday morning 3)
from 10.30 am after the weekly healing service. [ ,
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We support the work of Azariah and John Mark in India. We were thrilled to hear
that Azariah has recently been honoured by the Indian Government.

The citation from the Indian Government reads:-

“Born in Guntar District of Andhra Pradesh, Dr Azariah Korabandi has been render-
Ing humanitarian services to children in response to a whole gamut of perceived
needs. From running boarding schools for poor and orphan children to providing
his humble services to physically handicapped children. Dr Korabandi provides
support wherever it is needed. These include interventions such as immunization
programmes in several villages to protect children from deadly diseases, conduct-
ing rural health clinics, which include eye camps, and the running of six homes for
479 children, two homes for 36 children of HIV/AIDS families and one home for 42
rescued child labourers. He is also supporting four centres in Khammam and
Krishna Districts for 177 mentally handicapped children and running Shanti School
for poor children residents of a slum area in Khammam which is giving free educa-
tion to 335 children. Besides a mobile school is also being run for children of con-
struction labourers near the worksites of Hyderabad and Secunderabad.

In recognition of the devoted and outstanding voluntary services rendered by Dr
Azariah Korabandi for the care and welfare of children he is being honoured with
the prestigious Rajiv Ghandi Manav Sewa Award 2008. | think we know our money
is well used!!

>

Plan to be at the Salt of the Earth launch event on Sunday May 17th at The Lion
Salt Works in Northwich. There will be lots for families. The site will be open from
2pm with displays including the production of salt by the open pan method and
about 4pm a Service of Celebration led by the Bishop of Birkenhead.

The project aims to celebrate what God has given us through the raw materials that
he has provided for the Salt and Chemical Industries. A sort of Harvest Festival for
chemists!! Bishop Keith and our own Tony Woode have been working really hard
on this innovative idea, so let's get along and support the day.

Put the date in your diary. If anyone else would be interested in finding out more
about the project then speak to Tony Woode on 75030. If you are involved in the
Salt industry and interested, the next network meeting is on April 7th. Details from
Tony Woode 14
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After the very successful run last year which raised a substantial amount for Num-
ber 28, Grant Stanning is embarking on an even bigger challenge and asking for

your financial backing and active participation.

He (and anyone else who wants to join him) will
be running 28 miles from Macclesfield all along
the canals to Middlewich on the 28th June. It's

further than a marathon!! He must be mad! Or

dedicated! Or both?

Whatever the answer he deserves our support.
Can you help with organisation. How about get-
ting sponsorship for him from friends, family,
work colleagues. We need an awful lot of money
to really get Number 28 finished. You can help.

You might want to do a part of the run—that'’s
possible. Do you know runners who don’'t come
to Church but would be up for running for a good
cause? We’'d welcome them.

Some people are cycling the route (the Vicar in-
cluded!) Others are setting off early and walking
the distance (it's a beautiful walk). The idea is
about getting sponsorship, however much or little
you plan to do.

Please join in. Contact Grant if you're interested
01606 837782 or g.stanning@btinternet.com.

You'll note this is a Sunday—the 11 am service
will be cancelled that morning and a celebration
will happen at the end of the run.

Grant in action last year

We have put 24th May aside as our World Mission Sunday.

David Orrit from Mission Paraguay (who began the work building the Church at Rio
Verde that we have paid for!) will be with us. He can update us on the progress of
the work and tell us more about the ways we are making a difference in a very poor

part of the world.
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Isn’t it great to see the scaffolding around Number 28 and work progressing well.
It is so important to get the basics right at this stage and we are indebted to Mike
Reed, Steve Broadfoot and Stewart Prentice for their wisdom in the whole plan-
ning and design process.

The work inside should start shortly. Some elements of this will involve volun-
teer labour. We aren’t sexist about this!! Painting, lifting, tidying up and cleaning
are all the sort of basics we will require to be done. If you are able to offer your-
self for these basic tasks and prepared to be called at short notice then you
might send an e mail to Mike or Steve. You may not ever be called but it would
be useful to have a pool of people we can draw on at short notice if we need to.

+ 1 4

Don't forget that we®e decided that the first Sunday in every month will be
cakes Sunday!! Cakes will be sold for the Number 28 fund. Can you bake one
cake a month? Fairy cakes etc will be sold during coffee, anything bigger will be
sold to Church members. [t® bring in a few pence for the building fund. If like
lan, you don®bake cakes, then bring your money to buy one! Last month we
made about £40, multiply that through the year and a significant amount can be
made at minimal cost. Next cake Sunday 3rd May then 7th June.

. > &
1 )?

Not much to report at the moment. However next month a meeting will take
place between the Standing Committee and the Church Architect to discuss how
best to respond to the problem of leaking pipes under the Chancel.

We have held meetings with the Diocesan Heating Advisor and a Heating Engi-
neer and the clear advice is that, if we can afford to do so, then underfloor heat-
ing represents the best option for a Church like St Michael’s. We are currently
assessing whether we can afford to do so, and what the implications are.

We hope that following discussion with the Church architect we can bring a firm
proposal to the PCC. I'm sure the lack of a clear direction here is making one or
two people somewhat nervous, but please bear with us, we are not rushing into
any decision given the costs involved. Whatever solution we reach must make
sense for the long term ministry at St Michael's. Prayers for wisdom would be
appreciated.
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We have set up a Learning to Listen Course. This will take place at the end of
June and beginning of July. There will be two evenings and the whole of Satur-
day 4th July.

The course is being run by the excellent Acorn Healing Trust and will be led by
Merle Ikin and Elaine Reynolds with tutors from the Trust.

The course is what we consider provides the basic training in all pastoral minis-
try. So if you'd be interested in helping with bereavement training or visiting or
taking out home communions or Cancer support or any of the many things we
hope to do from Number 28 then why not come along. Apart from anything else
it will do your own faith a power of good!!

You can get more details from Merle (832636) or Elaine (832596)

To apply simply give your name and details to Merle or Elaine.

Take note that Sunday June 7th will be a day of prayer at
St Michael’s and we’ll have a Church Picnic as well at 12 noon.
Details to follow in the May Magazine

Cell groups are the best place to study the Bible
3.00 pm on Tuesdays at 159 Long Lane South
Contact Don Hall on 832989
8.00 pm on Tuesdays - normally at 33 Chestnut Close
Contact Julie Hassall on 737030
10.30 am on Thursdays normally at 87 Warmingham Lane
Contact Christine Hamill-Stewart
8.00 pm on Thursdays at 11 Cledford Crescent
Contact Lorraine Reed on 781071
7.30 pm on Thursdays at 22 Angus Grove
Contact Ruth Broadfoot on 738373 or Glenys Richardson on 834343

7.30 pm on Thursdays at 53 Lewin Street

Contact Bob Briscoe on 836460 or Rob Reed on 781071
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Church Path

The good news is that at last the faculty has been granted by the Diocese of Ches-
ter. We are still awaiting planning permission. Tenders have been invited for the
work and so with a fair wind the work should start soon.

Whist Drive
The next Whist drives are :- 5th May and 2nd June at 7.30 pm in the Village Hall

APCM News

Rev lan Bishop challenged those present to ensure that Byley encouraged the
younger members of the parish to want to be involved. Mission and the future of the
Church should be uppermost in people’s minds.

Glenys Richardson stepped down after 8 years as treasurer and was warmly
thanked by everyone for her service. Jean Percival has stepped in as the new
treasurer.

Bruce Gleave and Alan Percival continue as Church Wardens and Ann Nichol con-
tinues as Secretary.

Rose Fete
See notice opposite

Easter Flowers

Many thanks for the donations for flowers given in memory of:-
Mr and Mrs Harter

Milfred Elliott

George and Pattie Leech

Clary Leech

Leonard Garnett

Mr and Mrs TA Dodd, Amy and Alan

Eveline Percival

And for the donation from Mr J and Mrs P Bennion

Rogation Walk

Please join us on Sunday 24th May at Pear Tree Farm Byley (Bickerton’s) for our
annual Rogation Walk. Everyone is warmly invited as we walk and pray for our par-
ish. We don’t go far (in case you're worried about walking) and then we return for a
short communion service and some food and chat. It's a lovely evening (even if
wet!) so put on your wellies and join us. Open to both Middlewich and Byley folk.
Please bring a small plate of food for the cold buffet!
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3rd May Prayers Christine Hamill-Stewart
Morning Praise Cleaning Celia Wilkinson
Sidesman Eleanor Winnett
10th May Prayers Jacqui Briscoe
Communion Cleaning Paddy Bennion
Sidesman Celia Wilkinson
17th May Prayers Glenys Richardson
Morning Praise Cleaning Paddy Bennion
Sidesman Wilf Lomas
24th May Prayers Not appllicable
Communion Cleaning Eleanor Winnett
(cancelled for Rogation  Sidesman Not applicable
Walk at 7pm)
31st May—Pentecost Prayers lan Bishop
Communion Cleaning Eleanor Winnett
Sidesman James Bennion

June 7th—Trinity Sunday
Morning Praise

Prayers
Cleaning
Sidesman

Steve Broadfoot
Vera Farrow
Alan Percival

Byley Parish Church

Saturday 13" June

Procession leaves Shanty Farm

At 1.00pm

for the Church Hall Field

Piper —LesHoey

Darnhall Dancers

Vintage Tractors and Vehicles

L ower Moss Wood Animal Sanctuary
Refreshments : Tombola : Games : Competitions :

A Variety of Stalls

Admission: £1.00 by Programme
Accompanied Children under 12 years Admitted Free
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Middlewich and Byley Church Staff

Rev lan Bishop, Rector and Rural Dean

The Rectory, Poplar Fell, Nantwich Road, Middle-
wich CW10 9HG

ian,bishop@live.com

Sue Langton, Church Administrator

Church Office, Hightown CW10 9AN
lan bishopO5@tiscali.co.uk

Jeremy Coles, Director of Music & Family Work
& Michelle Coles, Prayer Ministry

6 Shilton Close, Middlewich CW10 ORN
jeremy.coles@sky.com

Rev Liz Woode, Curate & Tony Woode, Reader
6 The Grange, Hartford, CW8 1QH
tonylizwoode@hotmail.com

Rev Simon Hamill-Stewart, Assistant Priest
& Christine Hamill-Stewart, Reader

87 Warmingham Lane, Middlewich CW10 0DJ

simchris@hamill-stewart.eclipse.co.uk

Steve Broadfoot, Reader

22 Angus Grove, Middlewich CW10 9GR
steve.broadfoot@tesco.net

Sylvia Bosomworth, Pastoral Care Worker

98 Sutton Lane, Middlewich, CW10 0BY
sylviabosomworth@btinternet.com

Ann Hardy, Organist
54 Westlands Road, Middlewich, CW10 9HN

annehardy@aqreenbee.net

Jacqui Briscoe, Reader and Alpha leader & Bob
Briscoe, Health and Safety Officer

53 Lewin Street, Middlewich CW10 9BG
JacquiBriscoe@aol.com

Elaine Reynolds, Pastoral Care Worker
28 Westlands Road, Middlewich, CW10 9HN

Elaine@reynolds127.fsnet.co.uk
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01606 833124

01606 833663

01606 738309

01606 75030

01606 737329

01606 738373

01606 737338

01606 832121

01606 836460

01606 832596



Other Middlewich Contacts

Grant Stanning, Middlewich Church Warden
11 Cledford Crescent, Middlewich CW10 OEZ

Grant.Stanning@rowlinson.co.uk

Paul Humphreys, Middlewich Church Warden
34 Kitfield Avenue, Middlewich CW10 0AJ

smaaa@pj-humphreys.co.uk

Gladys Robinson, Middlewich Flower Guild

2 Orchard Close, Middlewich CW10 OAU

Hugh Malkin, Middlewich PCC Treasurer

5 Lindisfarne Close, Middlewich CW10 9HS
hughmalkin@uwclub.net

Catherine Barber, Middlewich PCC Secretary
24 Waterside Way, Middlewich, CW10 9HP

katielbarbs@aol.co.uk

John Briggs, Pledges Officer
85 Rolt Crescent, Middlewich CW10 OBE

Mike Reed, Middlewich PCC Chair & Jeremy Fund

1 Douglas Close, Hartford, CW8 1SH
reed blackbird77@tiscali.co.uk

Jo Hulse, Middlewich Mothers Union
56 Nantwich Road, Middlewich, CW10 9HG

johulse@btinternet.com

Ruth Broadfoot, Electoral Roll & Bookstall Manager

22 Angus Grove, Middlewich, CW10 9GR

steve.broadfoot@tesco.net

lan Taylor, Middlewich Bellringers
78 Long Lane, Middlewich CW10 OEN

lantaylor78@aol.com
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01606 837782

01606 738319

01606 834923

01606 833023

01606 833161

01606 832810

01606 781071

01606 832198

01606 738373

01606 834095



Glenys Richardson, Byley Treasurer

The Gables, Byley Lane, Byley, CW10 9NL 01606 834343
richardsongables@aol.com

Anne Nichol, Byley PCC Secretary

The Round House, Byley Lane, Cranage, 01606 836314
CW10 9LW

annenicol@btinternet .com

Bruce Gleave, Byley Church Warden

Cross Lane House, Byley, CW10 9NL 01606 832523
Alan Percival, Byley Church Warden

Yatehouse Green Farm Byley 01606 833808
Christine Hankey, Byley Village Hall

Chestnut Farm, Byley 01606 832938

Other Byley Contacts

lan often sends out e mails with prayer requests and news. |If
you would like to receive this, please will you send your ad-
dress to ian.bishop@live.com .

If you have any articles or photographs for the June magazine,
please would you e mail them by 14th May to lan Bishop or to
Laura Holmes, laura@holmesfamily.org, who is magazine
editor. You can also place articles in lan’s pigeon hole, or de-
liver them to the Rectory.

The church website address is
http://middlewichparishchurch.org.uk/

Defending a policy statement from the BNP which says that there is no such
thing as black or asian British, Nick Griffin, leader of the BNP, was quoted as say-
ing, "These people are ®lack residents@f the UK etc, and are no more British
than an Englishman living in Hong Kong is Chinese,"

John Sentamu, Archbishop of York described the comments as “vile and divisive”

Don't let the BNP get established here!



lan and Jason Hawkin
Building work (extensions etc)
Carpentry and joinery services
01606 834386 or 01606 837080

Bookings for family parties,
receptions, meetings and groups
01606 832938

Covers, Curtains, Cushions
Loose covers for chairs & sofas
Curtains from new fabric
Curtains remodelled to suit

Middlewich Community Centre

(off the Civic Hall Car Park, Middlewich)

|deal for parties, meetings etc
For further information call

Reg Jackson on 01606 832118
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An Independent Family Business
24 Hour Personal and Dignified Service
23 Wheelock Street, Middlewich
01606 836708

CATS (Opticians)
Optometrists and Contact Lens Centre
Senior Citizens special package
30-32 Wheelock Street, Middlewich CW10 9AG
01606 836582

Private Hire and Contract Work
Byley Stores and Garage Ltd
Byley, Nr Middlewich CW10 9NP
01606 832171

Neil Hopley, Electrical Contractors Ltd
NICEIC Approved
Agricultural, Industrial, Domestic Installations and Repairs
Brooks Lane, Middlewich, Cheshire
01606 833993 or 07976 661061 (mobile)

Gems Wedding Supplies
14 High Town, Middlewich
Sensational wedding gowns, bridesmaids’ dresses
accessories, formal hire
Favours made to order
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