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Lunch and business  
at the MU AGM 

Evangelism  
brainstorming 
Page 13 
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9.15 am Middlewich  Communion 

11.00 am  Middlewich All Age Communion 

11.00 am  Byley Morning Praise 

6.30 pm Middlewich Evening Praise 

� " � � � � �$� � �� � 	 � �  

9.15 am Middlewich Communion 

11.00 am Middlewich All Age Service 

11.00 am Byley Communion 

6.30 pm Middlewich Evensong (note now 2nd Sunday) 

� " � � � � �#� � � �� � 	 � � �

9.15 am Middlewich Communion 

11.00 am Middlewich Special All Age Service  

11.00 am  Byley Morning Praise 

6.30 pm Middlewich Evening Praise 
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9.15 am Middlewich Communion 

11.00 am Middlewich All Age Service 

11.00 am Byley Communion 

6.30 pm  Middlewich Bereavement Service 

9.15 am Middlewich Communion 

11.00 am Middlewich All Age Service 

11.00 am  Byley Communion 

6.30 pm Middlewich Com-
munity Church 

Ecumenical Service 

� " � � � � � ! � � �� � 	 � � ��

Please note that there is always an 8.00 am  
Communion on a Sunday morning at St Michael’s 
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Every thursday Alpha Course begins at the Boar’s Head—and then 
every week for 10 weeks 

Every Saturday in Lent Churches Together hunger lunch at Middlewich Meth-
odist Church from 12 noon 

March 6th at 1.30 pm at  
Middlewich Methodist 

Women’s World Day of Prayer at Middlewich Method-
ist Church at 1.30 pm 

March 7th  
in Church all morning Marriage Preparation Day 

March 13th at 10 am Mother’s Union Wave of Prayer Service in Church 

March 14th from 9.30 am Alpha Day Away 

March 14th at 7.30 pm Concert with the Rivendell Singers at St Michael’s 

March 22nd  Mothering Sunday 

March 26th at 7.30 pm 
Mothers Union Deanery Service at St Michael’s all 
welcome.  Susan Hawkes retires as Deanery MU 
leader at this service. 

March 28th at 7.30 pm Musical Variety Performance (see page 16) 

April 10th at 10.00 am Good Friday Walk of Witness—starts at St Mary’s RC 

April 12th at 10.00 am Easter Sunday Service featuring the Festival Choir 

April 27th at 7.30 pm Middlewich Annual Parochial Church Meeting 

April 30th at 7.30 pm Byley Annual Parochial Church Meeting 

May 11th Beginning of Christian Aid week 

May 12th at 7.30 pm Archdeacon’s Visitation Service at St Michael’s 

May 17th at 4.00 pm  Celebration for the start of “Salt of the Earth” Project 

May 23rd at 7.45 pm  Christian Aid Quiz Night at the URC 

May 24th  Missions Sunday with SAMS 

May 29th from 4pm Golf challenge match against Altrincham Baptist 

June 13th from 2.00 pm Byley Rose Fete 

June 19th—21st 

Middlewich Folk and Boat Festival 
Friday 19th St Michael’s hosts Black Umfolosi 
Saturday 20th We hope to have another fantastic fun 
day 
Sunday 21st Festival Praise at 10 am (TBC) and we 
hope a concert in the evening. 

August 24th—30th “Showstoppers” Ecumenical Holiday Club at MCC 
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I hope you’re enjoying our sermon series on women of 
the Bible.  For me it has been really interesting going 
over passages of scripture that I know pretty well but 
reading them from the perspective of the women in the 
stories rather than the men.  Our faith has been rather 
dominated by men in so many ways that you can forget 
that women have always played key roles in the story 
of faith. 
 
The Church of England is drawing ever nearer deciding 
upon women Bishops.  Our own Archdeacon Donald 
Allister is playing a key role in writing the legislation which we hope will pass 
through General Synod and into Parliament.  It is a key time in the Church and 
everyone is holding their breath to see how the various factions in the Church 
will react.  It’s possible that some may take this as the time to leave, but I hope 
not.  We want the Church to remain the a tolerant Church with a variety of dif-
ferent approaches to the same Gospel message.  We will see whether such a 
dream is possible. 
 
I sense a hardening of position around the Church.  It often happens like this, 
you start with a variety of widely held beliefs.  As time goes by people in dis-
cussion refine their arguments and become ever more convinced that their un-
derstanding is the correct one.  They talk about it with like minded people and 
come to the belief that because everyone they talk to agrees with them that 
this is a universally held belief and they are then dumbfounded to find some 
people take a different, but equally strident view.  I think this is what has hap-
pened over the issue of Women Bishops.  People have gathered in their like 
minded groups and agreed their position which they now hold so firmly that 
they will not change.   
 
I think Jesus often calls us to talk and listen with people whose views are dif-
ferent to our own so that we can be shaped and refined by them.  I heard of a 
pastor in America who was well known for his anti-gay sermons.  Then his son 
recently admitted publicly that he was gay.  The sermons stopped abruptly and 
the powerful message was replaced with a conciliatory message to love and 
understand.  It’s hard to condemn your children. 
 
Many parishes have of course benefitted hugely from women’s ministry and 
previously hesitant parishioners have embraced the woman Vicar 
(metaphorically) wholeheartedly.  There is no reason to suppose that the same 
would not be true of Women Bishop’s—if people will give it a try. 
 

� ��� � � � 	 �� 	 � ' �&� � �
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This all boils down to the way you look at scripture.   Some put a very high 
value on the plain meaning of the text.  Passages like 1 Timothy Chapter 2 and 
1 Corinthians 11 are pretty hard to simply dismiss.  But a great deal of hard 
work has been put in by theologians to help people who love scripture to look at 
those passages through the eyes of the writer, to determine exactly what they 
meant, and how that applies to us today.  It sometimes requires going beyond 
the plain meaning of scripture to find truth. 
 
There was once a king who lived in a large and glorious castle.  The plague 
struck and he invited all those who did not have the plague to live within the 
Castle walls.  It was quite safe, they had food and water, they could grow all 
they needed and so they stayed there in isolation. 
 
Years passed and no one came in.  A few people were born and a few left but 
essentially the group remained the same and they were able to prevent anyone 
coming in—they were safe. 
 
More years passed, by now a forest had grown up around the outside of the 
Castle so that it was difficult to get close.  One day a knight rode through the 
forest and found himself at the ancient gates.  When no one came to the door 
he broke in to take a look.  What he found was a perfectly preserved Castle, al-
most as good as new, neatly kept, except all who had tended the place were 
dead, of old age. 
 
Too often we build our castle walls of truth so high that we can’t let anyone in 
anymore.  Whilst it might protect for a while, we are enriched by those who 
think differently (as long as differences are dealt respectfully!).  Dialogue is al-
ways better than dictatorship.  That’s why we’ve insisted that people can con-
tribute into the discussions about things like the re-ordering and we’ve deliber-
ately changed plans because of different opinions.  Yet still we remain one 
Church 
 
This Lent open yourself up to God speaking in new ways, with new ideas and 
new wisdom.  Don’t get stuck.  That was the problem with the Pharisees, they 
started with one way of following God based on following a set a man made 
rules, so that when Christ came along, they missed him and his faithfulness 
and love. 
 
That’s what “The Shack” is all about.  See an issue from a different perspective, 
spend time with people who can help you understand don’t just assume that 
your opinion is right.  For society to be healthy (and that includes Church con-
gregations) we need to be challenged constantly by different views and express 
our own, as long as we discuss and don’t resort to shutting ourselves in little 
groups or abandoning those we love when the argument doesn’t go our way. 
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We have recently been registered as a beneficiary on The Giving Machine web-
site, this is an initiative which is aimed at converting commission paid by retail-
ers for on line shopping into charitable donations. The Giving Machine website 
provides a ‘click through channel to 100’s of well known retailers and for a very 
small time investment can help to generate additional funds for the Cornerstone 
project at no additional cost to ourselves and without changing our normal inter-
net shopping activities. 
 
Initial registration takes just minutes, simply log on to The Giving Machine web-
site at the following address: 
 
www.thegivingmachine.co.uk   
 
You will then have the option to join by following the screen prompts and pro-
viding basic personal information (email address and site password), once reg-
istered you will be able to choose St Michael & All Angels Church Middlewich 
as a beneficiary. 
 
From then on whenever you use the internet to shop, book a holiday or arrange 
insurance simply go to The Giving Machine website, log in and ‘Go Shopping’ 
you will find links to your all favourite retailer sites and once there just shop as 
normal. 
 
Over the next month we will also be looking to provide access to The Giving 
Machine website directly from our own site: 
 
www.middlewichparishchurch.org.uk  
 
So help us to spread the word and build our on line community to generate 
funds and help to deliver the Cornerstone project and the refurbishment of 
Number 28. 
 
For any questions or technical advice please contact Stuart Barber at 
stubarbs@yahoo.co.uk or on 07748984273. 

+� � � �, � � ��� � � � � � � !  
 
A reminder that this year we are challenging you to read “The Shack” by Wm 
Young during Lent.  It is a glorious book which explores the question “Why does 
God allow suffering”.  It will take you closer to God’s heart.  Available from Ruth 
on the bookstall. 
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Alastair Griffiths has been very busy developing our web site.  You will find a 
number of new features if you take a look.   
 
The Giving Machine is referred to opposite.  You will also discover that you 
can listen to the sermons most weeks.  You will find that you can order books 
through our own bookstall by filling in the online form. You can discover the ro-
tas for refreshments and sidesmen for Middlewich already, and Byley will fol-
low very soon.  You will read all about Angel Cards—see below.  And you can 
do your daily Bible study online through the link to United Christian Broadcast-
ing.  The diary keeps you up to date with the main things happening each day 
in the Church.  The idea is that you need to make St Michael’s web site a daily 
visit and keep informed. 
 
There was a small problem recently with the site.  A number of you were con-
cerned when your virus checker highlighted a problem.  Alastair has been in 
touch with the server and we are pretty sure the problem has been solved.  If 
anyone does get a problem can you contact Alastair. 

� � � � ��, � 	 � � �
 
We are starting a new initiative very soon.  Lots of people love making their 
own cards.  Lorraine, Sue, Ann and Gill have decided to run a short six week 
course which is completely free to get people started.  They want to particu-
larly welcome people who have essentially little contact with Church, to show 
that Church can be about more than just Church.  If you’d like to know more 
speak to them.  Or if you know people who would like to have a go at learning 
how to make cards like the ones below (especially if they aren’t regular 
church goers) then contact Sue on 833124.  The first course is already full but 
another course will start in a few weeks time.  The message is—come along 
but bring a friend! 
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Monday 6.00 am Prayer in church 

 9.15 am Prayer in church 

 1.30 pm  SMILERS at church  

 7.30 pm SMAART St M’s handbell ringers in Church 

Tuesday 9.30 am Healing service followed by coffee 

 7.30 pm Tower ringing practice in church 

Wednesday 6.00 am Prayer in church 

 9.15 am Prayer in church 

 1.30 pm Doorways at The Rectory  

 6.00 pm Music group  

 7.30 pm Choir practice  

Thursday 9.30 am Communion 

 7.30 pm Alpha at The Boar’s Head from 22/1/09 

Friday 9.15 am Prayer in church 

 6.00 pm BLOG (Club for Years 4, 5 and 6)  

 7.30 pm DYN@MIC (Club for Years 7, 8, 9)  

Sunday 8.00 am Communion Service 

 9.15 am Communion Service 

 11.00 am All age worship 

 6.30 pm Evening service 

There is coffee served in Church every Tuesday morning 
from 10.30 am after the weekly healing service. 
Come chat and if you need prayer just ask. 

1 � �� �� � 	 � � � �� �� 	 �� � � � ' �� � � � �� �  
 
Last year we played a challenge golf game against Altrincham Baptist Church 
and we’ve been invited to do so again.  The game will take place at Woodside 
Gold Club at 4pm on Friday 29th May. 
 
We have just 10 places available so if you’d like to play contact Richard Atkin 
asap on 833125.  Cost is just £23 for the game and a meal afterwards.  It’ll be 
great fun. 



9 

 
 � 	 �� � �2 � � �� � � 	 � ��� 	 �3 � � � ' . � 	 � � � $�
� � � � �� ' � ��
11th January Matthew James Bishop—Fairacre Drive 

25th January William Robert Stewart—Sutton Lane 

F" � � 	 � ��  
8th January Peggy Fortnum—Brynlow Drive 

9th January Katie Farrington—Beech Street 

13th January Linda Atkinson—Alexandra Road 

23rd January  Josephine Duckett—Chester Road 

29th January Betty Garnett—Simonswood Close 

- � � � �� � � � 
There were no weddings at Middlewich or Byley during January 

� � � � � �1 � 	 � � � � �
 

We’ve said goodbye to so many stalwarts of the Church in recent months.   
 
Betty Garnett has been a key person in the Church for many years.  Together with 
her devoted husband Gordon, they have offered their time sacrificially in so many 
ways.  In particular Betty was a keen bell ringer and faithfully played her part in 
ringing the bells across the town every week.  She also had a remarkable ministry 
to young people.  For a while she and Gordon took groups of young people to the 
ice rink at Altrincham and showed them some love and care. 
 
She also contributed in many other ways, supporting the Church in whatever way 
she could. Do pray for Gordon .  


 � � � � �4� 	 � � " ' �
 
We also lost Peggy who was deeply loved by the 9.15 am congregation.  She was 
a character, hard working and lots of fun.  She had been born in the area but 
moved around following her husband until later in life she settled in Middlewich.  
She supported the Church in different ways but perhaps will be best remembered 
for a friendliness and ability to chat!   
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We held our AGM on Tuesday, 10th February.  Pam gave a summary on the 
year’s activities, it was a very full and most enjoyable 12 months.   We have a 
healthy £471.08 in our bank account and the committee will decide which charity 
will benefit from our efforts.  The monies raised from future fund raising events for 
MU charities will be forwarded immediately to Chester as requested and not at 
year-end.  So many areas of the world are desperate for help and the sooner 
Mary Sumner House receives donations, the quicker help can be arranged. 
 
Pauline is collecting donations for Mothering Sunday flowers (Sunday, 22nd 
March) and Pam and Miriam have a check list for the Marriage Preparation Day 
lunch (Saturday, 7th March); please offer support wherever you can, it is very 
much appreciated. 
 
In March, we are looking forward to the Women©s World Day of Prayer (6th 
March) and the Mothers© Union Wave of Prayer (13th March).  These are both 
times when all over the world women are praying for others in different countries, 
with different concerns and in different circumstances.  In Christ there is only one 
body.  On these days let us remember what unites all women rather than what 
divides them.   
 
We are sure many MU members will be attending the Women©s World Day of 
Prayer and this is followed by the MU’s own Wave of Prayer which this year this 
reaches St. Michaels and All Angels at 10 am on Friday, 13th March.  This year 
the theme is "Cost of Relationship" and we hope that other members of the con-
gregation will join St.Michael’s members for this event.  For this reason, there will 
be no branch meeting on Tuesday, 10th March but we will be having some fellow-
ship time with coffee after the Wave of Prayer. 
 
On Thursday, 26th March at 7.30 pm it is the turn of St. Michael’s to welcome 
Deanery MU members to their Annual Festival Service here in Middlewich and 
again we welcome visitors to that service. 
 
The first event in April will be the annual "Hot Cross Bun" Coffee Morning here at 
St. Michael’s on Thursday, 2nd April at 10.30 am after communion.  There will be 
a ©bring and buy© and proceeds will go to Mothers© Union projects. 
 
Our April meeting on the 14th April will reflect the Easter season.  This will be the 
usual "bring and share"  lunch at 12.30 pm followed by the meeting at 1.30 pm. 
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Duty March 

Intercessions Vi Neale-Smith 

Banner Pam Dunning 

Escorts Pam Jackson & Thelma Ashley 

Offertory Jo Henry & Helen Senior 

Mothers Union Sunday Rota 

April 

Miriam Sant 

Mary Pillinger 

Laura Drinkwater & Pauline Davies 

Pam Jackson & Thelma Ashley 

� �� � �� � �� " � � � � �� � � �' � 	 �  
 
As we said in the last issue of the 
Messenger we’ve almost built a 
Church!  Two or three people came 
up with additional gifts meaning we 
really are now almost there.  If there 
was anyone out there who just 
wanted to top up the missing amount 
could they speak to Hugh Malkin. 
 
Following on from this we are holding 
a Mission Sunday on May 24th.  The 
speakers will be Richard Crofts and David Orrit.  Richard we know from his 
memorable South American night but David will be new to us.  He heads up 
Mission Paraguay and organises teams of people to go out to work on projects 
like the Church that we have funded.  Should be good! 
 
In addition as we go to press I think that Rev John Mark is going to be drop-
ping in on us in late April.  Watch the notices for information.  You may remem-
ber after Jenny Mahon had been out to Azariah’s project in India we held a 
supper in the Indian Restaurant where John Mark and his wife were to speak.  
Then he went down with appendicitis and so Jenny spoke instead. 
 
We are seriously considering taking a small team to India in February 2010 
and if you’re interested then don’t miss John Mark’s visit. 

Finally, as we prepare for these services in March, a thought from our March 
prayer diary:- 
 
"Today we pray for all women in Mothers' Union worldwide and give thanks for 

their dedication and faith.  May their seed-sowing reap much fruit" 
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When Churches like St Michael’s were built they had a 
multi purposeness about them.  They were combined 
all sorts of uses like a meeting place, a committee 
room, a market, a hospital and all sorts of other things.  
You want them to remain holy places, different to other 
buildings because of their function in hosting worship, 
but nevertheless community buildings.  That has always 
been the vision for St Michael’s, to become an open and multi 
purpose building.  
 
So it is with great pleasure that we can look forward to a busy few months 
ahead hosting some great concerts. 
 
� � � " 	 � � � �#5� � �� � 	 � � �� � � �2 �� � � � � ���� �� � � 	 � �
 
Paul Morley conducts a very high quality group of singers who will perform a 
range of musical items from spiritual classics to modern popular.  Tickets £4 
each £10 for a family available from Ann Latham on 737617 
�
� � � " 	 � � � � $� � �� � 	 � � �� � � �� " � �� � ��6� 	 �� � � �
 � 	 �� 	 ' � � � � �
 
Tickets £3 from Susan and David Hawkes 832148 
 
4	 �� � � �  � � �� � � �, � �� . 	 � � �� � �, " ��" 	 � � �
 
An evening of Indian music and dance sponsored by Middlewich Town Council. 
�
4	 �� � � �#! � � �� " � � �7� 4� � 8�� �� � 0�9 ' �" �� � ��� 	 � ' �: �' . � . � � �
�
� � � " 	 � � � � � � � �� " � � �7� 4� � 8�� � � � � � � � � 	 �1 � � � � ��, � � �	 �7� . � 8�
�
4	 �� � � �5� � �3 � � � ' . � 	 �� � � � � �� �, � � � � 	 � �� � � �, � 	 �� � ' � � ���� � � � �
�
� � � " 	 � � � �� � � �3 � � � ' . � 	 �� �	 ' �� � � � ' �, � ' ' " � �� � �1 � � � � ��, � � �	 �
 
We are also hoping to book the African Children’s Choir in the early autumn. 
 
We are aware that a number of our congregation sing with other choral socie-
ties and if you’d like to bring them along then speak to Ian and we’ll try and fit 
them in.  We would love to see the place used as a regular concert venue. 
 
Please do support these events—if the venue becomes a success it will open 
up even more opportunities. 
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With the “A Passion for Life” Mission on the horizon we thought it would be good to 
get a big group of people together for a real brainstorming evening about how we 
do evangelism at Middlewich and Byley. 

 
The evening set is for Tuesday 24th March at 7.30 pm in Middlewich Church.   

 
Please come along with lots of great ideas.  Questions we have are:- 
 
How should we use the F&B Festival?  How do we reach more men?  How do we 
make the most of baptism/wedding contacts?  How about the people who work in 
Middlewich during the day?  What about the people who can’t get out of their 
homes?  What about the disabled?  Do we publicise ourselves well—could we do it 
better?  How can we use Number 28 evangelistically?  What are the implications of 
“a passion for life”?  What will capture the imagination of the people of Middlewich 
and put St Michael’s in their minds?  How do we move from the goodwill of the town 
(which we mostly have) to their participation in the life of the Kingdom of God? 
 
Lots of questions…… not so many answers!! 
 
We need your ideas.  So come along, young and old and everyone in between and 
we’ll have a fun night throwing ideas around.  Most of the ideas will fall before we 
start—but some might just work. 
 
It’ll be fun!! See you there 

Keep praying for 
the “A Passion for 
Life” Mission that 
focuses on Easter 
2010.  We want to 
see many people 
touched by God 
before and during 

this event that will have a significant impact 
on our community.   
 
More information in the next issue of the 
Messenger but please pray especially for 
evangelist Roger Carswell and his team 
and for the preparation. 

, 	 � � ' � 	 �� � � 	 � � �
 
As we go to press just to note that 
Nathan Carroll and Alex Cook did 
really well at the Cranmer Awards fi-
nals in London today (25th Febru-
ary).  Both performed terrifically well 
but sadly weren’t placed. 
 
Well done again to Christine Malkin 
who prepared both Nathan and Alex 
brilliantly.  We’re looking forward to 
next year already! 
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Rehearsals for Easter Sunday begin very soon on Wednesday March 18th.   You 
don’t need to be able to read music, just love singing.  The choir has been a real 
laugh, we have a spectrum of people from across the community, some with im-
mense musical talent, others with less.  All we ask for is enthusiasm. 
 
So join in by ringing Jeremy Coles on 738309. 
 

2 � , � �, � � 	 � ��3 � � %<� � �4� . 	 " � 	 � �
 

Seven members of the choir set out for Wrexham for a choral day at Glendower 
University of Wales on a sunny day with snow on the ground. 
 
Our conductor and mentor was the eminent composer John Rutter, well known 
for his modern anthems.  As a warm up he guided us through his own arrange-
ment of “Amazing Grace” .  Among the music provided was a book of wedding 
anthems, and from this we sang the “Gloria” by Vivaldi, and a new version of 
“Now thank we all our God.”  So far so good, but then came a real testing piece, 
“Beati quorum via”, by Stanford.  Before tackling this John Rutter talked to us 
about Stanford, and said that through him he himself was “just five handshakes 
from Beethoven,”  Rutter was a friend of Herbert Howells.  Howells had been 
taught by Stanford, who in turn had studied in Germany, and had met Brahms.  
Brahms had been acquainted with Liszt, who as a child prodigy had played the 
piano to Beethoven.  This was just one of the anecdotes that we heard from Rut-
ter during the day.  The Stanford anthem was a particular favourite of his, but it 
proved rather taxing with parts for two sopranos, and 2 basses as well as altos 
and tenors, and in addition had to be sung in Latin.  After that we sang “Jesu Joy 
of Man’s desiring” and a rousing version of the “Hallelujah” chorus before lunch. 
 
During the lunch break it was a delight to meet up with Betty Aldred again, who 
was there with members of her N Wales choir.  After lunch we began the after-
noon session with “Lord of the dance”, in a version arranged by John Rutter.  He 
then took us through the beautiful “Requiem” by Faure, explaining how different it 
is to most other requiems—a quiet, contemplative and consoling work, written as 
a memorial to the composer’s mother, and intended only for church performance, 
instead of the concert work it has now become.  John Rutter has just completed a 
new edition of this work. 
 
The afternoon’s singing ended with a series of John Rutter’s own anthems, many 
of them familiar from such programmes as “Songs of Praise”, like “All things 
bright and beautiful”, “For the beauty of the earth”, “I will sing with the Spirit”, 
“Look at the world”, “A Clare Benediction” (written for his Cambridge College), 
and finally, “The Lord bless and keep you”.  Altogether it was a most enjoyable, 
inspiring and memorable day.                                                                 E.S. Bailey 
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 Cell groups are the best place to study the Bible 

3.00 pm on Tuesdays at 159 Long Lane South 

Contact Don Hall on 832989 

8.00 pm on Tuesdays - normally at 33 Chestnut Close 

Contact Julie Hassall on 737030 

10.30 am on Thursdays normally at 87 Warmingham Lane 

Contact Christine Hamill-Stewart 

8.00 pm on Thursdays at 11 Cledford Crescent 

Contact Lorraine Reed on 781071 

7.30 pm on Thursdays at 22 Angus Grove 

 Contact Ruth Broadfoot on 738373 or Glenys Richardson on 834343�

7.30 pm on Thursdays at 53 Lewin Street 
 

Contact Bob Briscoe on 836460 or Rob Reed on 781071 

� � �� �� � �� � � �� � 	 � � �
 	 � =� � � �
 
Plan to be at the Salt of the Earth launch event on Sunday May 17th at The 
Lion Salt Works in Northwich.  There will be lots for families.  The site will be 
open from 2pm with displays including the production of salt by the open pan 
method and about 4pm a Service of Celebration led by the Bishop of Birken-
head. 
 
Put the date in your diary.  If anyone else would be interested in finding out 
more about the project then speak to Tony Woode on 75030.  If you are in-
volved in the Salt industry and interested, the next network meeting is on April 
7th.  Details from Tony Woode 

� �� � � � 	 � ��2 � ���
 

The Electoral Roll is the Church membership list.  To vote at the Annual Meet-
ing you have to be on the roll.  The existing roll is in Church for you to check.  
If you’re a regular at Church and you are not currently listed on the roll and 
would like to be, then fill in a form (on the table by the door in Church) and re-
turn it to Ruth Broadfoot.  The APCM at Middlewich is on Monday 27th April 
and at Byley on Thursday 30th April both starting at 7.30pm. 
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Pray like mad that we get the big grant we’ve applied for.  We should hear during 
March.  Please God. 
 
This month we’ve been getting tenders sorted and the main contractors should 
be appointed soon.  We’ve refined our ideas on kitchens, stair lifts, fire escapes, 
shop fronts, heating and lighting.  In other words we’re almost ready to really 
crack on with the real work of conversion. 
 
There are still a few issues with the damp work to be resolved—but it is coming 
together. 

� " � �� � ��4" � � �2 � �� � 	 ��� 	 �/ " ' . � 	 � $ 
 
The idea has been floated by our hand bell ringers to hold 

�
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 �� � �
�

Have you a talent for singing or playing a musical instrument?  Individually or as 
a group?  Then bring it along and we’ll have a lovely evening of home grown tal-
ent.  - Don’t hide your light under a bushel! 
 
Let David and Sue know what you’d like to do 
 
Whilst we do want children there and taking part we can only really put on a few 
acts and therefore if lots of children want to participate we may have to run a 
separate children’s Variety Performance. 

�, � 0� � �� " � � � � ;�
� �

We©ve decided that the first Sunday in every month will be cakes Sun-
day!!  Cakes will be sold for the Number 28 fund.  Can you bake one cake a 
month?  Fairy cakes etc will be sold during coffee, anything bigger will be sold to 
Church members.  It©ll bring in a few pence for the building fund.  If like Ian, you 
don©t bake cakes, then bring your money to buy one! 
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Recently Ian, Sylvia and Elaine got together to talk about our Pastoral Ministry 
and in particular how we carry out our baptism and bereavement care. 
 
The result is that two papers are going to be presented to the PCC on March 9th 
highlighting some changes we want to make. 
 
Firstly with our bereavement care, many people comment on the care and atten-
tion that all our ministers take in caring for the bereaved.  We rarely have any-
thing go wrong with funerals and there is great attention to detail to ensure that 
services are helpful to the families concerned.  However after the funeral often 
we are, through sheer amount of work, unable to follow people up as we would 
wish.  We invite all families to regular bereavement services where we can point 
them forward to Christ and pray for them in their sadness, but we now want to 
begin a bereavement support group.  Not everyone will want this but some will 
appreciate the chance to chat and listen to people going through exactly what 
they are.  The first meeting was tried recently and seemed to be well received.  
More people are going to be involved in this work and we will be offering training 
through the Acorn Healing Trust in the summer. 
 
Secondly with our baptism care.  Sylvia Bosomworth is heroic in the way she 
visits lots of families but we’re conscious that we have lots of families that simply 
use the baptism service as an excuse for a family party rather than really taking 
the vows seriously.  We don’t think this is helpful to them in their search for faith 
and it makes the faith of the Church look rather insipid. 
 
Therefore we will be recommending to the PCC that they adopt the following 
proposals. 
 
When a family request baptism they will be expected to attend Church regularly 
for two months.  During this time they will be visited twice by people who have 
been trained appropriately.  They will go through the meaning of baptism and a 
short Gospel presentation.  They will be then invited to attend a baptism prepa-
ration night with Liz or Ian who will spend time establishing that they mean to 
take the vows seriously.  Only then will we talk dates. 
 
We recognise that for some people in the town they are going to object to us 
tightening our policy in this way, but we have prayed seriously about this and 
consider that we are dishonouring God by allowing people to bring their children 
to Church for baptism, then allowing them to make solemn promises about 
bringing the children up in the Christian faith and yet having no intention of doing 
so.  If you are unhappy with this suggestion then please speak to Ian before the 
PCC on the 9th March 
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Church Path  
Sincere thanks to Geoff Allen, a friend of Frank Walton’s, who has taken over the 
planning application for the Church path.  The Faculty forms are lodged with the 
Diocese and the permissions should come through any day now.  We are going 
out to tender asap.   
 
Other building issues 
We have instructed a craftsman to work on the Vicar’s Board to bring it up to date. 
 
We are also awaiting plans to do with the re-ordering of the Chancel. 
 
Whist Drive  
The next Whist drives are :-  March 10th and 24th and 7th April 
 
The next PCC Meeting is on Thursday 19th March to receive the accounts 
Thursday 30th April for the Annual Parochial Church Meeting followed by the April 
PCC.  
 
Thanks  
Thanks go to Celia for hosting a terrific dance for the Church.  And to Ruth for 
leading on the Bingo Night.  As we go to print we don’t yet know how much was 
raised.   
  
You may also be interested to know that the Carol Singing raised £265.36 for the 
Children’s Society and thanks to all who sang their hearts out and those who 
hosted the singers.  The Christmas Draw raised a terrific £442.50 for Church 
Funds.  Our thanks to all who organised the draw and all those who sold tickets 
and gave prizes for the draw. 
 
The Church has also been able to give to some important causes.  The Rio Verde 
project run by SAMS, St Lukes Hospice and The Addington Fund have all written 
to say thanks for gifts of several hundred pounds. 
 
Thanks also to Jane Richardson.  Jane has put a good deal of time into selling 
books in Church.  However we simply aren’t selling enough books and so Jane 
has decided to stop.  Our thanks to her for all her efforts. 
 
Treasurer 
Glenys Richardson has done a marvellous job as Church Treasurer but would like 
to step down.  Do you know of anyone who would be prepared to take the task 
on?  If so please speak to Ian or Glenys. 
�



19 

 

�� � �� � ��� �� � 	 � �  

1st March 
Morning Praise 

Prayers 
Cleaning 
Sidesman 

Jacqui Briscoe 
Jane Wildman 
Frank Walton 

8th March 
Communion 

Prayers 
Cleaning 
Sidesman 

Lorraine Reed 
Jane Wildman 
Eleanor Winnett 

15th March 
Morning Praise 

Prayers 
Cleaning 
Sidesman 

Glenys Richardson 
Ann Nichol and Ann Gleave 
Celia Wilkinson 

22nd March  
Communion 

Prayers 
Cleaning 
Sidesman 

Ian Bishop 
Ann Nichol and Ann Gleave 
Wilf Lomas 

29th March 
Communion 

Prayers 
Cleaning 
Sidesman 

Liz Woode 
Phylis Newton and Glenys Richardson 
John Bennion 

5th April 
Morning Praise 

Prayers 
Cleaning 
Sidesman 

Simon Hamill-Stewart 
Phylis Newton and Glenys Richardson 
James Bennion 

�

� � � � � 	 �4�� � � 	 � �
 

I Enclose £………………………… towards the cost of Easter flowers  
at Byley / Middlewich Parish Church (please delete one) 

 
In Memory of 

 
 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

 
Signed……………………………………  Date ……………………………………………. 

 

 
Address………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Please complete in block letters and return to  
Mrs G Robinson, 2 Orchard Close, Middlewich (for Middlewich) 

Or Mrs C Wilkinson, Yew tree farm, Byley (for Byley) 

� � � � � 	 �4�� � � 	 � �
 

If you would like to make a donation towards the cost of flowers for Easter would 
you complete and return the form below.  We will print a list of those who are be-
ing remembered in the season of resurrection next month. 
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Rev Ian Bishop, Rector and Rural Dean 

The Rectory, Poplar Fell, Nantwich Road, Middle-
wich CW10 9HG 

01606 833124 

ian,bishop@live.com  

Sue Langton, Church Administrator 

Church Office, Hightown CW10 9AN 01606 833663 

ian_bishop05@tiscali.co.uk  

Jeremy Coles, Director of Music & Family Work  
& Michelle Coles, Prayer Ministry 

6 Shilton Close, Middlewich CW10 0RN 01606 738309 

jeremy.coles@sky.com  

Rev Liz Woode, Curate & Tony Woode, Reader 

6 The Grange, Hartford, CW8 1QH 01606 75030 

tonylizwoode@hotmail.com  

Rev Simon Hamill-Stewart, Assistant Priest 
& Christine Hamill-Stewart, Reader 

87 Warmingham Lane, Middlewich CW10 0DJ 01606 737329 

simchris@hamill-stewart.eclipse.co.uk  

Steve Broadfoot, Reader 

22 Angus Grove, Middlewich CW10 9GR 01606 738373 

steve.broadfoot@tesco.net  

Sylvia Bosomworth, Pastoral Care Worker 

98 Sutton Lane, Middlewich, CW10 0BY 01606 737338 

sylviabosomworth@btinternet.com  

Ann Hardy, Organist 

54 Westlands Road, Middlewich, CW10 9HN 01606 832121 

annehardy@greenbee.net  

Jacqui Briscoe, Reader and Alpha leader & Bob 
Briscoe, Health and Safety Officer 

01606 836460 

53 Lewin Street, Middlewich CW10 9BG  

JacquiBriscoe@aol.com  

28 Westlands Road, Middlewich, CW10 9HN 01606 832596 

Elaine@reynolds127.fsnet.co.uk  

Elaine Reynolds, Pastoral Care Worker 
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 Grant Stanning, Middlewich Church Warden 

11 Cledford Crescent, Middlewich CW10 0EZ  

Grant.Stanning@rowlinson.co.uk 01606 837782 

Paul Humphreys, Middlewich Church Warden 

34 Kitfield Avenue, Middlewich CW10 0AJ 01606 738319 

smaaa@pj-humphreys.co.uk  

Gladys Robinson, Middlewich Flower Guild 

2 Orchard Close, Middlewich CW10 0AU 01606 834923 

Hugh Malkin, Middlewich PCC Treasurer 

5 Lindisfarne Close, Middlewich CW10 9HS 01606 833023 

hughmalkin@uwclub.net  

Catherine Barber, Middlewich PCC Secretary 

24 Waterside Way, Middlewich, CW10 9HP 01606 833161 

katielbarbs@aol.co.uk  

John Briggs, Pledges Officer 

85 Rolt Crescent, Middlewich CW10 0BE 01606 832810 

Mike Reed, Middlewich PCC Chair & Jeremy Fund 

1 Douglas Close, Hartford, CW8 1SH 01606 781071 

reed�blackbird77@tiscali.co.uk  

Jo Hulse, Middlewich Mothers Union 

56 Nantwich Road, Middlewich, CW10 9HG 01606 832198 

johulse@btinternet.com  

Ruth Broadfoot, Electoral Roll & Bookstall Manager 

22 Angus Grove, Middlewich, CW10 9GR 01606 738373 

steve.broadfoot@tesco.net  

Ian Taylor, Middlewich Bellringers 

78 Long Lane, Middlewich CW10 0EN 01606 834095 

iantaylor78@aol.com  
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If you have any articles or photographs for the December 
magazine, please would you e mail them by 14th March 
to  Ian  B ishop  o r  to  Laura  Ho lmes ,  
laura@holmesfamily.org,  who is magazine editor.   You 
can also place articles in Ian’s pigeon hole, or deliver 
them to the Rectory. 

Glenys Richardson, Byley Treasurer 

The Gables, Byley Lane, Byley, CW10 9NL 01606 834343 

richardsongables@aol.com  

Anne Nichol, Byley PCC Secretary  

The Round House, Byley Lane, Cranage, 
CW10 9LW 

01606 836314 

annenicol@btinternet .com  

Bruce Gleave, Byley Church Warden  

Cross Lane House, Byley, CW10 9NL 01606 832523 

Alan Percival, Byley Church Warden  

Yatehouse Green Farm Byley 01606 833808 

Christine Hankey, Byley Village Hall  

Chestnut Farm, Byley 01606 832938 
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Ian often sends out e mails with prayer requests and 
news.  If you would like to receive this, please will you 
send your address to ian.bishop@live.com . 

The church website address is 
http://middlewichparishchurch.org.uk/  

� � � �� �� � ��� �� � � �� �� � ��� �� � � �� �� � ��� �� � � �� �� � ��� �����
 

“Imagine social movements rising out of spiritual revival 
and actually changing the wind of both our culture and 
our politics.”  Jim Wallis—advisor to Barak Obama 
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Ian and Jason Hawkin 
Building work (extensions etc) 
Carpentry and joinery services 

01606 834386 or 01606 837080 

� � � � � � � � � � � 	 � � 
 � � �� � � � � � � � � � � 	 � � 
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 � � � ����
Bookings for family parties, 

receptions, meetings and groups 
01606 832938 

Middlewich Community Centre 
 

(off the Civic Hall Car Park, Middlewich) 
 

Ideal for parties, meetings etc 
For further information call  

Reg Jackson on 01606 832118 

� � � � � � ��� � � � � � ��� � � � � � ��� � � � � � �� ����
Covers, Cur tains, Cushions 

Loose covers for chairs & sofas 
Curtains from new fabric 

Curtains remodelled to suit 
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An Independent Family Business 

24 Hour Personal and Dignified Service 
23 Wheelock Street, Middlewich 

01606 836708 

� � � � � �� � � 	 
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Private Hire and Contract Work 
Byley Stores and Garage Ltd 

Byley, Nr Middlewich CW10 9NP 
01606 832171 

Neil Hopley, Electrical Contractors Ltd 
NICEIC Approved  

Agricultural, Industrial, Domestic Installations and Repairs 
Brooks Lane, Middlewich, Cheshire 

01606 833993 or 07976 661061 (mobile) 

CATS (Opticians) 
Optometrists and Contact Lens Centre  

Senior Citizens special package 
30-32 Wheelock Street, Middlewich CW10 9AG 

01606 836582 

Gems Wedding Supplies 
14 High Town, Middlewich 

Sensational wedding 
gowns, bridesmaids’ 

dresses 
accessories, formal hire 
Favours made to order 

����
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Bouncy Castle Hire 
Call Jane 

01606 737183 
07721 462392 
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