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Communion
All Age Communion
Morning Praise

Evening Praise followed by an hour’s
prayer together if you can make it.

) *
Communion
All Age Service

Rose Fete Service
Evensong
) *
Folk and Boat Celebration Service
Morning Praise

Evening Praise cancelled (Concert in
Church with the Fiona Simpson
Band)
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Communion
All Age Service cancelled
Morning Praise

Middlewich New Celebration and BBQ

Rectory

Please note that there is always an 8.00 am
Communion on a Sunday morning at St Michael’s

There is coffee served in Church every Tuesday morning SS

from 10.30 am after the weekly healing service.
Come chat and if you need prayer just ask.
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9 year old Tom Stanning is really striding out to help make the Number 28 project a
reality.

Tom, a member of St Michael and All Angels in Middlewich, is attempting to climb the
3 highest mountains in England, Wales and Scotland by the end of July. Last week
he scaled Scafell Pike in the English Lake District, Snowdon will follow in a couple of
weeks time and then Ben Nevis shortly after that.

Tom is raising money to help with the renovation of Number 28 Hightown, the build-
ing that St Michael® recently bought to provide much improved facilities for their con-
gregation and the wider community.

If youd like to sponsor Tom, you can e mail him on g.stanning@btinternet.com.

Tom, whose father Grant is the Church Warden at St Michael®, is unphased by the
challenge. He said "l really liked getting to the top of Scafell Pike; my dad® legs
ached more than mine afterwards. | found it quite hard, but I think 1@ be able to climb
Snowdon and Ben Nevis more easily - although Ben Neuvis is a lot higher!

Rev lan Bishop, Rector of St Michael®, said, "l think Tom is brilliant to attempt this
challenge. Number 28 will be particularly used to expand our children® work so it is
fantastic that one of our own children is really stepping out to make the project a real-
ity. | do hope people recognise the efforts of a young person in the town and encour-
age him by giving to a project that will make a difference to the whole community.

What can you do to help raise money for the renovation of Number 28?

1

A great week of fund raising took place in May. Atotal of was raised for Christian
Aid. Thanks to all who took part in rattling a bucket for this worthy cause. A special
thanks to Pat Pugh. Pat took on the responsibility to organise the whole event for
the churches of Middlewich and did a superb job. Very proud of you Pat.

2 3

It should not go unmentioned that several people from St Michael’s took part in the
Christian Aid Quiz and had a challenging night. | believe teams from our Church fin-
ished first, second and third with first place going to Elaine Reynolds team! Another
£160 was raised for Christian Aid.
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I’m told that on the floor of the Central Lobby of West-
minster are the words, “Unless the Lord builds the
house, the builders labour in vain” (Psalm 127). | guess
all politicians would do well at this time to reflect on the
meaning behind those words. The squalor of the moral
bankruptcy revealed in the expenses tragedy doesn’t
reflect a House which really thinks that God plays any
part in politics at all anymore. Archbishop Desmond
Tutu once wrote “If God’s will is not being done in poli-

tics, whose will is?” Good question? What's your an-
swer?

The best approach to any problem is always to pray and reflect and ask “what
Jesus would do?” You won’t always come up with the right answer, and some-
times even Christians disagree, but when you open up to God it has the effect of
making you forget your own selfishness and makes you look at the wider picture.
When your garden is in need of a duck island for instance, praying about that
might just have made you think, maybe this isn’t the right thing to do right now,
even if it is legally within the rules.

It has been a torrid time to be an MP particularly if the Daily Telegraph have their

: i claws into you. I'm sure some perfectly innocent
Don’t not vote in June MP’s have been gathered up in the general criti-
because you are fed up cism totally unfairly. I've met a few MP’s over
with poIiticians. the years and generally speaking I still believe
that they are an honest lot, on the whole, who

genuinely want to serve our country. When the
elections come along in June don’t not vote because you are fed up with politi-
cians, that will just open the door for the extremism of the BNP and others.

| happen to think the Daily Telegraph have gone too far now. As | write, | think
we’re on day 18 of the revelations and | feel it has gone from good journalism
which properly points out the weakness and abuse of the expenses system to
now damaging our whole governmental structure. Time to stop. The parties
need to be left to deal with those who have abused the system, the law should
deal with those who have gone beyond the system and the expenses rules need
to be changed. As Ann Winterton steps down as MP for our parish lets pray for
someone who will serve faithfully and selflessly the people of Middlewich.

How do restore public morality? Lets be honest MP’s are not alone in abusing
their expenses (I'm sure if the Daily Telegraph journo’s had come under the
same scrutiny there would have been equally good tales to be found!). I'm hon-
est enough to admit that | subscribe to the Clergy Taxation Service who every
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year when | fill in my tax return manage to get me a tax rebate by claiming
(under the rules) for all sorts of things that | wouldn’t have thought of. | am for
example allowed to claim for a replacement Bible, or a new surplus, although
not for clergy shirts! Clergy whose spouses don’t earn (not us of course!) can
claim for paying their partners to answer the phone. | admit it sort of makes
me feel devious and calculating as I find ways to avoid, if not evade tax.

It is too easy to slip into the mindset that says, “the rules allow it, why shouldn’t
| do it?” | suppose this comes down to the fact that as Christians the bar of per-
sonal behaviour and social responsibility is pushed much higher. The Sermon
on the Mount sets impossibly high standards about loving your enemies, doing
good to those who hate you, not even thinking negatively about others. The
rules say one thing, but the question is more often “What does God say?”

At a time when people are losing their jobs, homes are being repossessed, mil-
lions around the world starve and so on, an already wealthy MP claiming for top
guality towels, or getting the public purse to pay for fixing the drain on the swim-
ming pool looks rather shabby doesn't it?

At the end of the Sermon on the Mount Jesus set before us two roads. One
was broad the other narrow. The broad road is easy, it sets few challenges, it
asks very little of you except you go this way. It's broad because it's the one
most people are on and it leads to destruction. The other road is narrow, hard
to travel, it expects much of you. It sets tasks that ordinary life simply doesn't.
Not many choose to go that way because it's hard.

Tom Stanning has chosen a hard and narrow path climbing to the top of Ben
Nevis and Snowdon (he’s already done Scafell Pike) to raise money for Num-
ber 28. That stands as a good metaphor for our lives. You don’'t have to walk
the hard route, but Jesus asks you to take the narrow way. The climbing of a
mountain is ridiculous really—why put yourself through that? The answer be-
cause the view from the top is magnificent! Go the hard route and the sense of
fulfilment, the knowledge you've achieved is so fulfilling.

A few of our MP’s perhaps should have taken the hard route and not claimed
some of that which they have done, simply because they should endeavour to
live by higher public standards than simply bending rules to line their own pock-
ets, and in doing so give a lead to the country in times of hardship.

Christians should take the hard road, because by doing so people will see Je-
sus in us, as we forgive when the world wouldn’t, when we love when the world
can’t, when we give when the world takes and so on.

But don’t condemn your politicians, the real question is—are you any different?
| pray that we might be.
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We look forward to a very busy Folk and Boat Festival. These are the main
elements as they affect St Michael's

Flower Festival :- Throughout the weekend there will be a community Flower
Festival (see page 8)

Concerts:- During the weekend St Michael’s will host an incredible seven con-
certs and there may be others still to come. We understand that Jeremy and
lan may well be making an appearance with the High School Senior Choir (not
to be missed)

Fun Day—With lots happening all day on Saturday

Festival Service—We are going to hold a Festival Celebration at 10.30 am on
Sunday 21st June. This will feature lots of singing and we’ll have a small
schools choir with us. The service we hope will be full of joy.

We still need, stewards, caterers, salesmen, singers, musicians, techies, en-
couragers and pray-ers. If you include yourself in any of those groups then
please put the weekend of 19th-21st aside and be ready to throw yourself into
things again. There’s a part for everyone to play in this, the most important
weekend of the year for our town and our Church. Pleas sign up in Church
asap.

Lets make this the best F&B ever.

+ * + | "
7 : 3B
Morning Early Late Early Late Evening
afternoon Afternon Evening
Friday 2pm Flower 4.00 pm Black |7.30 pm Black
19th festival designs Umfolosi Umfolosi
June complete
Saturday |11 am Fun 1pm Vicki and |3pm Brendan |Fun Dayends |7.30 pm Sing
20th Day Begins | Trefor Williams |Fahy Concert |about 4pm Out Gospel
June 12 noon Concert Choir
School Choir
Sunday |Festival Flower 9pm Michelle
21st June | Service Festival ends |Martin and The
(TBA) at 4pm Fiona Simpson
Band in
Concert
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This year we have a remarkable group of Concerts as part of the MF&B Festi-
val Fringe. You needn’t go anywhere else this year.

Black Umfolosi have visited the Festival before. They are internationally
acclaimed and are great fun. They come from Zimbabwe and bring tremen-
dous dance, song and energy. We are privileged to host them twice on Friday
evening. They will have been working in the schools all week long, so if you've
got children or grand children you will hear about Black Umfolosi. Bring the
whole family to what will be a riotous evening.

Sing Out Gospel are from Manchester and are an absolutely brilliant
choir. This is a concert St Michael's have organised and it promises to be very
special. The choir have a burning faith and want to share that faith through
their music. This would be a great evening to invite friends along to who love
good music and you would like to see touched by the faith expressed. If you
missed the Birmingham Gospel Choir, don’t miss this one you or you will be
kicking yourself. So be there on Saturday evening. This would also be very
suitable for children.

Michelle Martin sang at St Michael’s last year on Saturday afternoon.
She sings simply with her guitar and has a beautiful voice. We requested to
have her come back in the evening this time because we feel her wonderful
voice (sort of reminiscent of Katie Melua) blends wonderfully with our acoustics.
Michelle is supporting on Sunday night.

The Fiona Simpson Band are well known on the Folk circuit. They
are a Christian folk group from this part of the world and worship at Maccles-
field Methodist Church. They have a faithful following and bring their faith to
their music. They are the main act on Sunday evening.

There are other people performing throughout the weekend but we would sug-
gest you plan to spend every night at St Michael’s. You will be in for a wonder-
ful treat this year.

And before you say—"We can’t do all this—we’ll be exhausted!!”

Yes of course you'll be tired, but what a weekend!! Don’t miss a moment. Let's
see the Church packed with people. Bring your friends and family and have a
wonderful weekend. Tickets are available now in Church.

And pray for all who will come through our doors.
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A floral celebration of our community
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As part of the Middlewich Folk and Boat Celebrations, Middlewich Town Council,
in participation with St Michael and All Angels Church is going to run a flower
festival.

The idea is for this to be a community project, where local community organisa-
tions, Churches, Schools, societies and businesses can bring a floral display to
advertise what they are doing and celebrate our terrific community.

As people walk around the displays there will be opportunities to make dona-
tions to St Luke’s Cheshire Hospice. Therefore in a roundabout way, by bringing
along a floral display, your organisation will be supporting a terrific and worth-
while local charity as well as gaining valuable advertising for your company/
organisation.

If previous experience is a measure, then we expect several thousand people to
come to the Church over the weekend to see the flowers. Therefore it repre-

sents a simple and inexpensive way of advertising who you are and what you
do.

Neither the Church nor the Town Council will take any expenses so all the dona-
tions will go to charity.

Application forms are available now from St. Luke's Shop in Wheelock Street,
Dave Thompson at the Town Council office and from St. Michael's Church.

Contact Dave Thompson 01606 833434
Contact the church via lan Bishop 833124
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26th April Rhys William Edwards—Sutton Lane /?/

George Connor Ruscoe—Maidwell Close
Lucas James Connell—Lewin Street

F

15th April Dorothy Kingston—Hubert Drive

16th April Frank Bailey—Minshull Court Nursing Home

21st April Gordon, Lord Slynn of Hadley—Eggington House,
Leighton Buzzard

21st April Lilian Rosamund Brocklehurst—Newton Court

23rd April Kenneth William Gill—Long Lane

30th April Hilda Coppenhall—Beech Street

25th April Paul William Jones & Donna Marie Bayley

% 9

If ever there was a member of the Church you didn’t want to see leave for heaven
it was Don. His record of service to St Michael's compares with anyone. He was
20 years a faithful and thoughtful Church warden, for five years a much loved and
admired Cell Group leader, for many years a dedicated former editor of the Mes-
senger and he did all sorts of other things, and did them so well. But that is only
half the story. More particularly it was his gentle, jovial character which brought fun
into Church life. He was a defender of what was right and true, and he gave un-
swerving support and intelligent observation to each incumbent he served. He
demonstrated through his many years of service that he wanted to build the king-
dom of God here on earth and so fitting that donations at his funeral went into the
Number 28 development. A wonderful £550 was raised in his memory.

He was of course more than just a member of the Church, he lectured, he sup-
ported many local charities and organisations. In short he lived a very full life.

Of course he was also a loving husband and father and our prayers are particularly
with Joan and Nigel in their loss. We all thank God for Don.

9



Tuesday, 9 June at 7.30pm:

This will be a Deanery event when Jeanette Appleton, Diocesan Marketing Unit
Co-ordinator, will be visiting to talk about her work with the Neonatal Network and
Bliss. She will also tell us about the Affiliate Support Groups for families who
have had a baby on a neonatal unit. The groups will be launched in June:

Chester — 2 June (Contact 01244-076100)
Frodsham — 15 June (Contact 01244-976210)
Neston — 24 June (Contact: nestonsupportgroup@ hotmail.co.uk)
Pensby — 30 June (Contact: pensbysupportgroup@hotmail.co.uk)

Tuesday, 14 July:

A Strawberry Tea when we hope our indoor members will be well enough to join
us for Holy Communion followed by tea.

Tuesday, 11 August:
The MU outing to Dagfields.
Invitations

Wednesday, 3 June @ 7.30pm:
We have an invitation to attend their Strawberry Sparkle, together with their
Prayer Partners from Bickerton and other Deanery Branches.

We have received invitations to two events at Holy Trinity, Castle, who are cele-
brating their 95" anniversary this year.

Wednesday, 1 July @ 6.30pm,

Strawberry Tea when the speaker will be Jenny Gillies, and

Sunday, 9 August @ 2.30pm:

A Thanksgiving Service followed by tea; the speaker will be Rev'd Michael Bur-
gess.

If you would like to attend any of the above events, please phone Pam Dunning

who has the lists and will inform the branches of numbers attending. (Tel: 01606-
832286)
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Mothers Union Sunday Rota

Duty June July
Intercessions Vi Neale-Smith Miriam Sant
Banner Chris Overton Pam Dunning
Escorts Miriam Sant and Helen Senior Pauline Davies and

Laura Drinkwater
Offertory Janet Chisholm and Merle Ikin and Jo Henry
Vi Neale-Smith
( !
o For all the complaining
6 9 3.+ <= | hear about the government
) Because it means
For the wife

Who says it® hot dogs tonight,
Because she is home with me,
And not out with someone else.

For the husband

Who is on the sofa being a couch potato,
Because he is home with me

And not out at the bars.

For the teenager

Who is complaining about doing dishes
Because it means she is at home,

Not on the streets.

For the taxes | pay
Because it means
| am employed.

For the mess to clean after a party
Because it means | have
Been surrounded by friends.

For the clothes that fit a little too snug
Because it means
| have enough to eat.

For my shadow that watches me work
Because it means
| am out in the sunshine

For a lawn that needs mowing,
Windows that need cleaning,
And gutters that need fixing
Because it means | have a home.

11

We have freedom of speech.

For the parking spot

| find at the far end of the parking lot
Because it means | am capable of walking
And | have been blessed with transportation.

For my huge heating bill
Because it means
| am warm.

For the lady behind me in church
Who sings off key because it means
| can hear.

For the pile of laundry and ironing
Because it means
| have clothes to wear.

For weariness and aching muscles
At the end of the day

Because it means | have been
Capable of working hard.

For the alarm that goes off
In the early morning hours
Because it means | am alive.

And finally, for too much e-mail
Because it means | have
Friends who are thinking of me.

Live well, laugh often, & love with all of your
heart!
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This concert will be a follow up to the group’s concert at the F&B.
+ 0 ? /% 1 -1

The choir that will just melt your hearts. We will also need to provide accommoda-
tion for all the children. So open your hearts and your homes to this fabulous group
of kids.

% ./ : 1. @ 1
A return visit by the choir that got us jumping out of our seats last year.

We are aware that a number of our congregation sing with other choral societies
and if you'd like to bring them along then speak to lan and we’ll try and fit them in.
We would love to see the place used as a regular concert venue. Please do sup-
port these events—if the venue becomes a success it will open up even more op-
portunities.

/

Can you come and help plant the Church Yard with flowers on Wednesday 2nd
June at 6.30 pm. The Guides, cubs and brownies will all be there to help, so it
would be good to have a few Church helpers. Please bring a trowel and lots of en-
thusiasm.

We had an encouraging meeting about the possibility of running a Street Pastors
scheme in Middlewich. Gareth Jones from the Wrexham Street Pastors described
to a group of Church and Community leaders what would be involved in running
such a scheme.

The next stage will be for the Church leaders to assess just how feasible the idea
really is. It would be helpful to know if we did some sort of scheme, that would
probably initially be run between 6pm and 11pm on a Friday night, just how many
people would be interested in taking part.

The assumption is that we would ask volunteers to give no more than one Friday
evening a month to the scheme. Could you let lan know if you think it might be the
sort of thing you're interested in?

12
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Every now and then people surprise you. For years AN Wilson has been one of
those whose words have rather haunted the Church. His views of Jesus have
challenged the Church and given ammunition for atheists. But... praise God—this
is what he wrote in the Daily Mail on 11th April.

For much of my life, |, too, have been one of those who did not believe. It was in
my young manhood that | began to wonder how much of the Easter story | ac-
cepted, and in my 30s | lost any religious belief whatsoever.

Like many people who lost faith, | felt anger with myself for having been ‘conned'
by such a story. | began to rail against Christianity, and wrote a book, entitled Je-
sus, which endeavoured to establish that he had been no more than a messianic
prophet who had well and truly failed, and died.

Why did I, along with so many others, become so dismissive of Christianity?

Like most educated people in Britain and Northern Europe (I was born in 1950), |
have grown up in a culture that is overwhelmingly secular and anti-religious. The
universities, broadcasters and media generally are not merely non-religious, they
are positively anti.

To my shame, | believe it was this that made me lose faith and heart in my youth. It
felt so uncool to be religious. With the mentality of a child in the playground, | felt at
some visceral level that being religious was unsexy, like having spots or wearing
specs. This playground attitude accounts for much of the attitude towards Christi-
anity that you pick up, say, from the alternative comedians, and the casual light
blasphemy of jokes on TV or radio. It also lends weight to the fervour of the anti-
God fanatics, such as the writer Christopher Hitchens and the geneticist Richard
Dawkins, who think all the evil in the world is actually caused by religion.

My own return to faith has surprised no one more than myself. Why did | return to
it? Partially, perhaps it is no more than the confidence | have gained with age.
Rather than being cowed by them, | relish the notion that, by asserting a belief in
the risen Christ, | am defying all the liberal clever-clogs on the block: cutting-edge
novelists such as Martin Amis; foul-mouthed, self-satisfied TV presenters such as
Jonathan Ross and Jo Brand; and the smug, tieless architects of so much televi-
sion output. But there is more to it than that. My belief has come about in large
measure because of the lives and examples of people | have known - not the fa-
mous, not saints, but friends and relations who have lived, and faced death, in the
light of the Resurrection story, or in the quiet acceptance that they have a future af-
ter they die.

The Easter story answers their questions about the spiritual aspects of humanity. It
changes people's lives because it helps us understand that we, like Jesus, are
born as spiritual beings.
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We were delighted to welcome Richard Crofts from SAMS and David Orrit from
Mission Paraguay in May. David told us of his forthcoming trip to Paraguay when
he hopes to finish building the Church we raised money for last Christmas. We
hope soon to provide pictures of the finished building.

Richard brought an audio interview with Ed Brice keeping us up to date with what
he is doing in the Chaco region. Keep praying for them all, and especially for more
rain as the river levels are now dangerously low.

Sophie Hirst is hoping to go out to the capital Asuncion for 6 months in August to
work in a local school—more of this next month.

@ 6

We had a terrific visit from Rev John Mark and his wife Vasantha in early May. The
project in Andrha Pradesh is superb.

There is a chance we could get a working group together in February to go and do
something exciting. If you're interested we will be having a meeting on Wednesday
1st July at 7.30 pm in Church.

B

The Salt of the Earth launch event on Sunday May 17th at The Lion Salt Works in
Northwich was an absolute scream. The launch day was rather rain affected!!!
Pouring rain greeted the service at which Bishop Keith gave the shortest sermon
ever.

The highlight had to be Jeremy singing “Shine—from the inside out!” whilst Paul
Hassall attempted to keep him dry with an umbrella. The entire Festival Choir, with
Stewart on organ and Jeremy on flute managed to huddle under the two smallest
gazebo’s you've ever seen!

Nevertheless the project was formally launched and we watch with interest to see
what develops. Bishop Keith sees this as a really important initiative where local
communities can recognise God’s provision in new ways, thinking of the salt and
the chemicals derived from it.

14
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After the very successful run last year which raised a substantial amount for Num-
ber 28, Grant Stanning is embarking on an even bigger challenge and asking for

your financial backing and active participation.

He (and anyone else who wants to join him) will
be running/cycling and walking 28 miles from
Macclesfield all along the canals to Middlewich
on the 28th June. It's further than a marathon!!
He must be mad! Or dedicated! Or both?

Whatever the answer he deserves our support.
Can you help with organisation. How about get-
ting sponsorship for him from friends, family,
work colleagues. We need an awful lot of money
to really get Number 28 finished. You can help.

You might want to do a part of the run—that'’s
possible. Do you know runners who don’'t come
to Church but would be up for running for a good
cause? We’'d welcome them.

Some people are cycling the route (the Vicar in-
cluded!) Others are setting off early and walking
the distance (it's a beautiful walk). The idea is
about getting sponsorship, however much or little
you plan to do.

Please join in. Contact Grant if you're interested
01606 837782 or g.stanning@btinternet.com.

You'll note this is a Sunday—the 11 am service

will be cancelled that morning and a celebration
will happen at the end of the run.

? 5

Grant in action last year

Conscious that the Church is not really growing male disciples we are starting a
new group for men only. The first meeting is going to be on Thursday July 2nd.
We will probably go out for a curry. If you'd like to be included then speak to Chris
Coney on cconeys@btinternet.com. We have lots of good ideas so look out for all

the events planned ahead.
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You may wonder how long it will be before Number 28 is ‘open for business’, and
the answer is that we have been using the property ever since we completed the
purchase last August. PCC and Standing committee meetings have been held
there, the card making ‘fresh expressions’ group has used it extensively and it
has been used for some young people’s work. We have also used it for meetings
with architects, contractors and suppliers as we progress the renovation.

However, it is clearly not yet in a fit state to be used for all the things we have in
mind, and certainly it is not suitable for children. We hope to have part of the
building available for use in September, and the remainder by Christmas.

The external work is now largely complete. We have re rendered the Queen
Street wall, checked and repaired as necessary the guttering, downpipes, flash-
ing and coping stones, removed the ‘Woodbines’ signs and redundant alarm
boxes, demolished a chimney and re roofed part of the structure where the tiles
contained asbestos. This work was done by a local firm, A&A Construction, and
we are very pleased with the way it was executed. We have also treated the
whole building to deter woodworm, installed a damp proof course and applied in-
ternal ‘tanking’ to the Queen Street wall where damp is a particular problem be-
cause the pavement is higher than the internal floor.

A number of things have given us difficulties. The damp proofing of the Queen
Street wall was not done satisfactorily and we have had to have remedial work
done under warranty. We are not convinced that even this has been effective,
and may need to have further work carried out. The requirements for building
regulation approval were more onerous than we anticipated, and as | write we
are waiting for the approval of our application. We need planning approval for a
fire escape at the back and a security shutter at the front, and these have both
just been rejected by the planning authority — so it's back to the drawing board!

Anyone who has renovated an old building will know that it is not straightforward,
and | hope that you will bear with us as we complete the work, seeking to get the
highest possible quality at the lowest possible cost. One of the ways to reduce
costs is to use our own expertise and labour where possible. I'm very grateful to
all those who have been involved in the process, whether in a manual or profes-
sional capacity. Particular thanks are due to Darren Loney of Residential Design
who is giving us invaluable support in producing drawings and making the vari-
ous statutory applications.

Please join with us in prayer as we make decisions, some of which are not
straightforward. God is with us in this venture, and we all look forward to using
the building to expand our ministry and improve our facilities.

Michael Reed 16
Project Manager
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| was born 7 may 1952. In 1957 George Bailey de-
cided to do a recruiting drive for the choir, he went
knocking on people doors and recruited my brother
Paul but said | was to young and must wait until | was
7 years old. Immediately after my 7" birthday Paul
said | was now old enough join the Choir, to which |
said “NO”"! He then dragged me by the scruff of the

neck to church and | have been there ever since.

That Christmas George wanted to do a carol but none of boys could reach the
top note, when he discovered | was the only boy able to reach the high note, he
taught me the solo piece parrot fashion because | could not read music. So |
sang my first solo at the age of seven.

As a Choir we went on camping holidays to Darley Dale in Derbyshire, Llangol-
len & Barmouth.

We have had numerous invites to sing at Chester Cathedral. On one occasion
when Alan and Joyce Bache were licensed as readers, the Choir were specially
invited to lead the singing in Chester Cathedral. During an anthem | sang a solo
to a packed congregation but did not realise my face was on all the TV’s in the
Cathedral, what a shock | had when | saw myself on the screen. We have also
sang as a choir at Carlisle cathedral and St Asaph.

Over the years | know many people have travelled far and wide to listen to our
Choir at St Michaels and | feel very proud to be a part of that Choir.

| would like to thank the late George Bailey for all the time, effort and help he
showed to me and countless others through the years. | have thoroughly en-
joyed my 50 years as a member of our Choir and am looking forward to the

Take note that Sunday June 7th will be a day of prayer at
St Michael’'s—please don’t forget to bring back your financial
pledge forms, and (weather permitting!) we’ll have a Church
Picnic as well at 12 noon. Either walk down with us from
Church—leaving at about 11.30 am, or make your way to the
lovely park area behind the recycling centre on Croxton Lane.

17




3

Whist Drive
The next Whist drive in on 2nd June at 7.30 pm in the Village Hall

Rose Fete

See details below. Please note that Committee members will be calling in to collect
prizes for the Tombola so please be generous if you can.

Rogation Walk

What a fabulous night we had on Sunday 24th May for the annual Rogation Walk.
This year we were at Pear Tree Farm Byley (Bickerton’s) and the weather was sim-
ply stunning. Pat and Alan hosted us superbly and as usual a magnificent spread

followed the act of worship. Many thanks to our hosts and in to everyone who came
and made it a very special night.

Byley Parish Church

Saturday 13" June

Procession leaves Shanty Farm

At 1.00pm

for the Church Hall Field

Piper —LesHoey

Qt Darnhall Dancers
Vintage Tractors and Vehicles

L ower Moss Wood Animal Sanctuary

Refreshments : Tombola : Games : Competitions :

A Variety of Stalls

Admission: £1.00 by Programme
Accompanied Children under 12 years Admitted Free
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June 7th—Trinity Sunday Prayers

Steve Broadfoot

Morning Praise Cleaning Vera Farrow
Sidesman Alan Percival

June 14th Prayers Various

Rose fete Special Cleaning Vera Farrow

Not Communion Sidesman Caroline Oakes

June 21st Prayers Steve Broadfoot

Morning Praise Cleaning Jean Percival
Sidesman Frank Walton

June 28th Prayers Christine Hamill-Stewart

Morning Praise Cleaning Jean Percival

Maybe Communion? Sidesman Eleanor Winnett

July 5th Prayers Glenys Richardson

Morning Praise Cleaning Ruth Bennion
Sidesman Celia Wilkinson

< <

We have set up a Learning to Listen Course. This will take place at the end of
June and beginning of July. There will be two evenings and the whole of Saturday
4th July.

The course is being run by the excellent Acorn Healing Trust and will be led by
Merle Ikin and Elaine Reynolds with tutors from the Trust.

The course is what we consider provides the basic training in all pastoral ministry.
So if you'd be interested in helping with bereavement training or visiting or taking
out home communions or Cancer support or any of the many things we hope to

do from Number 28 then why not come along. Apart from anything else it will do
your own faith a power of good!!

You can get more details from Merle (832636) or Elaine (832596)

To apply simply give your name and details to Merle or Elaine.

1 @

Cell groups are the key places to learn and grow together as Christians. If you
would like to join one of our Cell groups then speak to Tony Woode on 75030
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Middlewich and Byley Church Staff

Rev lan Bishop, Rector and Rural Dean

The Rectory, Poplar Fell, Nantwich Road, Middle-
wich CW10 9HG

ian,bishop@live.com

Sue Langton, Church Administrator

Church Office, Hightown CW10 9AN
lan bishopO5@tiscali.co.uk

Jeremy Coles, Director of Music & Family Work
& Michelle Coles, Prayer Ministry

6 Shilton Close, Middlewich CW10 ORN
jeremy.coles@sky.com

Rev Liz Woode, Curate & Tony Woode, Reader
6 The Grange, Hartford, CW8 1QH
tonylizwoode@hotmail.com

Rev Simon Hamill-Stewart, Assistant Priest
& Christine Hamill-Stewart, Reader

87 Warmingham Lane, Middlewich CW10 0DJ

simchris@hamill-stewart.eclipse.co.uk

Steve Broadfoot, Reader

22 Angus Grove, Middlewich CW10 9GR
steve.broadfoot@tesco.net

Sylvia Bosomworth, Pastoral Care Worker

98 Sutton Lane, Middlewich, CW10 0BY
sylviabosomworth@btinternet.com

Ann Hardy, Organist
54 Westlands Road, Middlewich, CW10 9HN

annehardy@aqreenbee.net

Jacqui Briscoe, Reader and Alpha leader & Bob
Briscoe, Health and Safety Officer

53 Lewin Street, Middlewich CW10 9BG
JacquiBriscoe@aol.com

Elaine Reynolds, Pastoral Care Worker
28 Westlands Road, Middlewich, CW10 9HN

Elaine@reynolds127.fsnet.co.uk
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01606 833124

01606 833663

01606 738309

01606 75030

01606 737329

01606 738373

01606 737338

01606 832121

01606 836460

01606 832596



Other Middlewich Contacts

Grant Stanning, Middlewich Church Warden
11 Cledford Crescent, Middlewich CW10 OEZ

Grant.Stanning@rowlinson.co.uk
Linda Webber, Middlewich Church Warden

74 The Walled Garden, Bostick Hall, Bostock,
Middlewich CW10 9JN

Linda@webber1010.fsnet.co.uk
Gladys Robinson, Middlewich Flower Guild

2 Orchard Close, Middlewich CW10 OAU

Hugh Malkin, Middlewich PCC Treasurer

5 Lindisfarne Close, Middlewich CW10 9HS
hughmalkin@uwclub.net

Catherine Barber, Middlewich PCC Secretary
24 Waterside Way, Middlewich, CW10 9HP

katielbarbs@aol.co.uk

John Briggs, Pledges Officer
85 Rolt Crescent, Middlewich CW10 OBE

Mike Reed, Middlewich PCC Chair & Jeremy Fund

1 Douglas Close, Hartford, CW8 1SH
reed blackbird77@tiscali.co.uk

Jo Hulse, Middlewich Mothers Union
56 Nantwich Road, Middlewich, CW10 9HG

johulse@btinternet.com

Ruth Broadfoot, Electoral Roll & Bookstall Manager

22 Angus Grove, Middlewich, CW10 9GR

steve.broadfoot@tesco.net

lan Taylor, Middlewich Bellringers
78 Long Lane, Middlewich CW10 OEN

lantaylor78@aol.com

21

01606 837782

01606 861626

01606 834923

01606 833023

01606 833161

01606 832810

01606 781071

01606 832198

01606 738373

01606 834095



Glenys Richardson, Byley

The Gables, Byley Lane, Byley, CW10 9NL 01606 834343
richardsongables@aol.com

Anne Nichol, Byley PCC Secretary

The Round House, Byley Lane, Cranage, 01606 836314
CW10 LW

annenicol@btinternet .com
Bruce Gleave, Byley Church Warden
Cross Lane House, Byley, CW10 9NL 01606 832523

Alan and Jean Percival, Byley Church
Warden and treasurer

Yatehouse Green Farm Byley 01606 833808
Christine Hankey, Byley Village Hall
Chestnut Farm, Byley 01606 832938

Other Byley Contacts

lan often sends out e mails with prayer requests and news. |If
you would like to receive this, please will you send your ad-
dress to ian.bishop@live.com .

If you have any articles or photographs for the combined July/
August magazine, please would you e mail them by 14th June
to lan Bishop or to Laura Holmes, laura@holmesfamily.orq,
who is magazine editor. You can also place articles in lan’s
pigeon hole, or deliver them to the Rectory.

The church website address is
http://middlewichparishchurch.org.uk/

“Integrity is about what we value in ourselves or our work for its own sake—
what’'s worth making sacrifices for, what we’re glad to have done simply for the
kind of act it is. If | do something just because I'm told to, or hold back from
something simply because of fear that | shall be caught out, it's a very different
business.”

Rowan Williams commenting on the MP’s expenses row.
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lan and Jason Hawkin
Building work (extensions etc)
Carpentry and joinery services
01606 834386 or 01606 837080

Bookings for family parties,
receptions, meetings and groups
01606 832938

Covers, Curtains, Cushions
Loose covers for chairs & sofas
Curtains from new fabric
Curtains remodelled to suit

Middlewich Community Centre

(off the Civic Hall Car Park, Middlewich)

|deal for parties, meetings etc
For further information call

Reg Jackson on 01606 832118
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An Independent Family Business
24 Hour Personal and Dignified Service
23 Wheelock Street, Middlewich
01606 836708

CATS (Opticians)
Optometrists and Contact Lens Centre
Senior Citizens special package
30-32 Wheelock Street, Middlewich CW10 9AG
01606 836582

Private Hire and Contract Work
Byley Stores and Garage Ltd
Byley, Nr Middlewich CW10 9NP
01606 832171

Neil Hopley, Electrical Contractors Ltd
NICEIC Approved
Agricultural, Industrial, Domestic Installations and Repairs
Brooks Lane, Middlewich, Cheshire
01606 833993 or 07976 661061 (mobile)

Gems Wedding Supplies
14 High Town, Middlewich
Sensational wedding gowns, bridesmaids’ dresses
accessories, formal hire
Favours made to order
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