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This is the Church 
we want to help to 
pay to finish with 
contributions from 
the Christmas ser-
vices (see page 3) 
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These are 
the people 
who need 
our help 
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9.15 am Middlewich  Communion 

11.00 am  Middlewich All Age Communion 

11.00 am  Byley Communion 

6.30 pm Middlewich Evening Praise 

� � � � � � �$$� � �� � � � � 	 � � 

9.15 am Middlewich Communion—preacher the Archdea-
con of Chester 

11.00 am Middlewich All Age Service 

11.00 am Byley Plough Sunday Service—preacher 
Archdeacon of Chester 

6.30 pm Middlewich Evensong 

� � � � � � �$%� � �� � � � � 	 � �

9.15 am Middlewich Communion 

11.00 am Middlewich All Age Special Service  

11.00 am  Byley Morning Praise 

6.30 pm Middlewich Evening Praise 

� � � � � � �� ! � � �� � � � � 	 � �

9.15 am Middlewich Communion 

11.00 am Byley Communion 

6.30 pm Middlewich URC Ecumenical Service 

11.00 am Middlewich All Age Service 

Monday 19th  9.30 am Methodist Church 

Tuesday 20th  7.00 pm St Michael’s  

Wednesday 21st 9.30 am MCC 

Thursday 22nd 7.00 pm St Mary’s 

Friday 23rd 9.30 am Methodist Church 

Saturday 24th 9.30 am St Michael’s 
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Alpha is back with a new course beginning on 
22nd January in the upstairs room at the Boar’s 
Head in Middlewich.  The meetings start at 7.30 
pm and are always interesting and fun. 
 
It is so important to understand the basics of Chris-
tianity, so if it’s a while since you went back to ba-
sics or you really don’t understand too much about 
faith—get along and find out. 
 
For further information please speak to Jacqui on 
836460. 

� � � � � 	 � �� � � � � � � � 	 �
 
This is an abridged version of the Messenger.  We hope you don’t mind just a few 
thoughts for January.  The full magazine will be back next month. 

+ �� �, � 	 � �  
 
Throughout Christmas we have been collecting for a project in Rio Verde in Para-
guay.  All the money taken at the main services is going to help pay for a new 
Church and Community Centre in a poor part of the country inhabited by the 
Enxet Indians. 
 
Rev Ed and Marie Brice, our 
mission partners are doing 
some fantastic work out there 
and we want to really support 
them by helping to pay to fin-
ish building a brilliant facility 
that will service the whole 
community. 
 
These are some of the kids 
from Rio Verde—as you can 
see they need that building!! 
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Have you recovered from Christmas yet?  I can’t be-
lieve how hectic December was, I am praying for a 
peaceful January in our new home, Poplar Fell, Nant-
wich Road. 
 
There is something about January that is all about new 
starts.  Perhaps the very special Christmas services 
challenged you to make a new start with Jesus, if so 
that’s great. 
 
As the credit crunch turns into a major recession I 
guess many of you will be praying a little harder, either for yourselves or some-
one close to you.  It does seem a very uncertain start to the new year and one 
full of foreboding, the financial confidence that has been evident in society 
over the last twenty years is melting away as the reality of the fragility of our 
economic situation becomes clear. 
 
Uncertainty shouldn’t catch any Christian out.  Since we shouldn’t have been 
seduced by the passing pleasures of the world, we shouldn’t be knocked by 
hard times either.  Like in Kiplings poem “If”, you treat good and bad, triumph 
and tragedy the same—you will be mature.  With our eyes fixed on Jesus 
nothing really worries us or dismays us.  At least that’s the theory. 
 
I’m conscious that as I write those words how much I fail to live up to my own 
challenge.  I worry all the time about money, my kids, the Church etc  I go 
through genuine highs when things go well and deep lows particularly when 
criticised.  I am in other words human just like you. 
 
During the Spring we are tackling a sermon series based on women of the Bi-
ble.  I hope you enjoy the series.  We have much to learn from characters like 
Sarah and Rebekah and Deborah and Ruth and Mary and Martha and so on.  
They are human too.  They made mistakes, they failed but God used their 
lives to inspire ours and I hope they might connect with you as you perhaps 
head into a year full of uncertainty. 
 
The underlying theme of the series is one we can all learn from.  God is real 
and he does wonderful things in and through very ordinary people.  To me that 
means that through all of the ordinary ones God continues to tell a story.  
Yours may well be—”How God got me through the credit crunch.”  I am sure 
there is a story to be told through you in the years to come.   
 
God bless you in 2009. 

� ��� � � � 	 �� 	 � & �-� � �
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9th November Oceanella Wainwright—Bradley Close 

Lauren Caitlin Morris—Eardshaw Road 

16th November James William Warrender—Mytton Drive, Nantwich 
Abigail Charlotte Warrender—Mytton Drive, Nantwich 

23rd November Tianna Chelsea Walton-Smiklle—George VI Avenue 
Jack Frank Hieff—Woodside Close 
Ethan Megson—Elm Road 

F� � � 	 � ��  
18th November Hilda Bowyer—Warmingham Lane 

21st November Fanny Elizabeth Hollinshead 

� � �� � �0 � � � �

 
Plough Sunday— 
This year our Plough Sunday Celebrations will be on Sunday 11th January when 
the preacher will be Ven Donald Allister Archdeacon of Chester.  There will be a 
Plough Sunday lunch to follow in the Village Hall.  Tickets £5 adults, £3 Children un-
der 12 and free for children under 4. 
 
Rose fete Preparation— 
2009 being the Rose Fete 25th Anniversary we thought it would be nice to have 
some silver flowers to decorate the frame.  We are holding a workshop to make 
decorations and discuss ideas for the Fete.  Put Tuesday 3rd February in your diary 
and plan to be there to help. 
 
Byley Village Players Panto 2009—Sleeping Beauty 
Thursday 29th January and Friday 30th January at 7.45 pm 
Saturday 31st January 2.00 pm and 7.45 pm 
Tickets from :- 01606 832325, 01477 533292, 01270 761036, 07980702136 

� � � � ( � �
 
£222 was raised for the Children’s Society at the 
Christingle Service in Middlewich.  We are yet to hear what the total was at Byley 
but thanks to all who gave so generously. 
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Please note that there is always an 8.00 am  
Communion on a Sunday morning at St Michael’s 

 
 
 

Recent weeks have been busy for the Mothers’ Union with Advent Services and 
the annual Mince Pie Coffee Morning. 
 
The Coffee Morning, held at the end of November, was very successful and 
raised £112.40 for Mothers’ Union projects.  Thanks to everyone who supported 
this event. 
 
The Mothers’ Union boxes which members use for collecting odd bits of change 
through the year raised £53.36 which has been sent to the Mothers’ Union Office. 
 
Several members attended the Archdeaconry Advent Service which was held in 
Middlewich Deanery at Weaverham Church.  The theme was “Tell Out My Soul” 
and tied Bible readings in with Mothers’ Union projects, such as the birth of Jesus 
with the knitting that Mothers’ Union members do for the neo natal unit.  The 
Deanery Banner was carried by Diane Nangale who is from Uganda.  Diane is 
working at Davenham Church for a year and has already been to several Moth-
ers’ Union events in the Deanery and we hope to see more of her over the next 
few months. 
 
This was followed by St. Michael’s branch holding their own Advent Service and 
this included A Christmas Reflection read by Susan and Jo written by the Chair-
person and Founder of Save the Family, Edna Speed.  This was thought provok-
ing and made us realise just how important it is that we continue to support this 
charity.  We would like to thank all the members of the congregation who support 
us which is so vital in Save the Family’s aim of “ keeping families together”. 
 
Our January Branch Meeting is entitled “January Pot Pourri” and will be a light-
hearted start to the new year, meaning anything could happen!  As always, we 
are delighted to have visitors to our meetings, which normally start with a bring 
and share lunch at 12.30 pm followed by the meeting at approximately 1.30 pm. 
 
As we approach 2009, the theme for the Mothers’ Union will be “The cost of rela-
tionships” so I leave you with the following thought -   
 
O Holy One, to whom was given the gifts of power and prayer the gift of suffering, 
help us to use these same gifts in your way and in your name.  Amen 

Kate McIlhagga in Shine on Star of Bethlehem 
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4th January 
11.00 am 
Communion 

Prayers 
Cleaning 
Sidesman 

Christine H-Stewart 
Eleanor Winnett 
Frank Walton 

11th January 
11.00 am 
Plough Sunday 

Prayers 
Cleaning 
Sidesman 

Ian Bishop 
Eleanor Winnett 
Eleanor Winnett 

18th January 
11.00 am 
Morning Praise 

Prayers 
Cleaning 
Sidesman 

Tony Woode 
Vera Farrow 
Celia Wilkinson 

25th January  
11.00 am 
Communion 

Prayers 
Cleaning 
Sidesman 

Liz Woode 
Vera Farrow 
Wilf Lomas 

1st February 
11.00 am 
Morning Praise 

Prayers 
Cleaning 
Sidesman 

Christine Hamill-Stewart 
Jean Percival 
John Bennion 

Mothers’ Union Sunday Rota 
Duty January February 
Intercessions Miriam Sant Susan Hawkes 
Banner Angela Tempest Jo Hulse 
Escorts Pam Dunning 

Ann Lightfoot 
Mary Pillinger 

Janet Chisholm 
Offertory Pauline Davies 

Laura Drinkwater 
Angela Tempest 

Edna Rose 

� � � �) � 	 � � 	 � � � � � �
 	 � 1� � � �* " � � � � �
 

Just to say that the new dais in church has proved its worth already.  We’ve 
hosted two concerts, three school carol services and three funerals where the 
comments have been universally positive.  We are interested in everyone’s 
views so do drop Ian or Mike a line.  But you do wonder how the 50 strong Fes-
tival Choir would ever have fitted without the work being done. 
 
We have had a leaking pipe that will be fixed early in the New Year which has 
prevented us from carpeting the dais—this will happen before the end of Janu-
ary.  Apologies to any inconvenience caused by the work. 
 
On Number 28, we had an unsatisfactory result to the tendering process for re-
rendering the gable end on Queen Street.  So the tender process starts all over 
again.   



8 

 
Rev Ian Bishop, Rector and Rural Dean 

The Rectory, Poplar Fell, Nantwich Road,  
Middlewich CW10 9HG 

01606 833124 

ian,bishop@live.com  

Sue Langton, Church Administrator  

Church Office Hightown, CW10 9AN 01606 833663 

ian_bishop05@tiscali.co.uk  

Jeremy Coles, Director of Music & Family Work  
& Michelle Coles, Prayer Ministry 

6 Shilton Close, Middlewich, CW10 0RN  01606 738309 

jeremy.coles@sky.com  

Rev Liz Woode, Curate & Tony Woode, Reader 

6 The Grange, Hartford, CW8 1QH 01606 75030 

tonylizwoode@hotmail.com  

Rev Simon Hamill-Stewart, Assistant Priest 
& Christine Hamill-Stewart, Reader 

87 Warmingham Lane, Middlewich, CW10 0DJ 01606 737329 

simchris@hamill-stewart.eclipse.co.uk  

Steve Broadfoot, Reader 

22 Angus Grove, Middlewich, CW10 9GR 01606 738373 

steve.broadfoot@tesco.net  

Sylvia Bosomworth, Pastoral Care Worker 

98 Sutton Lane, Middlewich, CW10 0BY 01606 737338 

sylviabosomworth@btinternet.com  

Ann Hardy, Organist 

54 Westlands Road, Middlewich, CW10 9HN 01606 832121 

annehardy@greenbee.net  

Jacqui Briscoe, Reader and Alpha leader & 
Bob Briscoe, Health and Safety Officer 

01606 836460 

53 Lewin Street, Middlewich CW10 9BG  

JacquiBriscoe@aol.com  

28 Westlands Road, Middlewich, CW10 9HN 01606 832596 

Elaine@reynolds127.fsnet.co.uk  

Elaine Reynolds, Pastoral Care Worker 
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 Grant Stanning, Middlewich Church Warden 

11 Cledford Crescent, Middlewich, CW10 0EZ  

Grant.Stanning@rowlinson.co.uk 01606 837782 

Paul Humphreys, Middlewich Church Warden 

34 Kitfield Avenue, Middlewich, CW10 0AJ 01606 738319 

smaaa@pj-humphreys.co.uk  

Gladys Robinson, Middlewich Flower Guild 

2 Orchard Close, Middlewich, CW10 0AU  01606 834923 

Hugh Malkin, Middlewich PCC Treasurer 

5 Lindisfarne Close, Middlewich, CW10 9HS  01606 833023 

hughmalkin@uwclub.net  

Catherine Barber, Middlewich PCC Secretary 

24 Waterside Way, Middlewich, CW10 9HP 01606 833161 

katielbarbs@aol.co.uk  

John Briggs, Pledges Officer 

85 Rolt Crescent, Middlewich, CW10 0BE 01606 832810 

Mike Reed, Middlewich PCC Chair & Jeremy Fund 

1 Douglas Close, Hartford, CW8 1SH 01606 781071 

reed�blackbird77@tiscali.co.uk  

Jo Hulse, Middlewich Mothers Union 

56 Nantwich Road, Middlewich, CW10 9HG 01606 832198 

johulse@btinternet.com  

Ruth Broadfoot, Electoral Roll & Bookstall Manager 

22 Angus Grove, Middlewich, CW10 9GR 01606 738373 

steve.broadfoot@tesco.net  

Ian Taylor, Middlewich Bellringers 

78 Long Lane, Middlewich, CW10 0EN 01606 834095 

iantaylor78@aol.com  
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If you have any articles or photographs for the February 
magazine, please would you e mail them by 14th January 
to Ian Bishop or to Laura Holmes,  laura@holmesfamily.org,  
who is magazine editor.   You can also place articles in Ian’s 
pigeon hole, or deliver them to the Rectory. 

Glenys Richardson, Byley Treasurer 

The Gables, Byley Lane, Byley, CW10 
9NL 

01606 834343 

richardsongables@aol.com  

Anne Nichol, Byley PCC Secretary  

The Round House, Byley Lane, Cranage, 
CW10 9LW 

01606 836314 

annenicol@btinternet .com  

Bruce Gleave, Byley Church Warden  

Cross Lanes House, Byley, CW10 9NL 01606 832523 

Alan Percival, Byley Church Warden  

Yatehouse Green Farm Byley 01606 832339 

Christine Hankey, Byley Village Hall  

Chestnut House Farm, Byley 01606 832938 
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Ian often sends out e mails with prayer requests and news.  
If you would like to receive this, please will you send your 
address to ian.bishop@live.com . 

The church website address is 
http://middlewichparishchurch.org.uk/  

� � � �� �� � ��� �
 
This is what Britney Spears has set for her 2009 New Year resolutions:- 
 
"I would like to stop worrying so much, because I worry all the time," she 
said. "And to learn how to be happier, just in general. I have to learn to take 
things not too seriously. And to stop biting my nails!"  - What about you? 



11 

 Ian and Jason Hawkin 
Building work (extensions etc) 
Carpentry and joinery services 

01606 834386 or 01606 837080 

Byley Village Hall 
Bookings for family parties, 

receptions, meetings and groups 
01606 832938 

Middlewich Community Centre 
(off the Civic Hall Car Park, Middlewich) 

Ideal for parties, meetings etc 
For further information call Reg Jackson on 01606 

Make My Day 
Gentlemen’s Formal Hire and Ladies’ Evening Wear 

35 Wheelock Street, Middlewich 
01606 737930 
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Peter Forshaw Funeral Services 
An Independent Family Business 

24 Hour Personal and Dignified Service 
23 Wheelock Street, Middlewich 

01606 836708 

Byley Coaches 
Private Hire and Contract Work 
Byley Stores and Garage Ltd 

Byley, Nr Middlewich CW10 9NP 
01606 832171 

Neil Hopley, Electrical Contractors Ltd 
NICEIC Approved  

Agricultural, Industrial, Domestic Installations and Repairs 
Brooks Lane, Middlewich, Cheshire 

01606 833993 or 07976 661061 (mobile) 

CATS (Opticians) 
Optometrists and Contact Lens Centre  

Senior Citizens special package 
30-32 Wheelock Street, Middlewich CW10 9AG 

01606 836582 

Gems Wedding Supplies 
1A St. Michaels Way,  

Middlewich. Tel : 832900 
Sensational wedding gowns, 

bridesmaids’ dresses 
accessories, formal hire 
Favours made to order 

����
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Bouncy Castle Hire 
Call Jane 

01606 737183 
07721 462392 
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