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9.15 am Middlewich  Communion 

11.00 am  Middlewich All Age Communion 

11.00 am  Byley Morning Praise 

6.30 pm Middlewich Evening Praise 

� " � � � � �&� � � � ! 	 " � 	 �  

9.15 am Middlewich Communion 

11.00 am Middlewich All Age Service 

11.00 am Byley Communion 

6.30 pm Middlewich Evensong (note now 2nd Sunday) 

� " � � � � �%� � � � � ! 	 " � 	 � �

9.15 am Middlewich Communion 

11.00 am Middlewich Special All Age Service  

11.00 am  Byley Morning Praise 

6.30 pm Middlewich Evening Praise 

� " � � � � �##� � � � ! 	 " � 	 � �

9.15 am Middlewich Communion 

11.00 am Middlewich All Age Service 

11.00 am Byley Communion 

6.30 pm  Middlewich Evening Taize Special 

� � � �! � � �� � �� � �� � �' � � � ( � � � �) � � � � � � � � �
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Please note that there is always an 8.00 am  
Communion on a Sunday morning at St Michael’s 

' � � � �. � � ��� � � � �#� � $ 
 
This year read “The Shack” by Wm Young as your Lent read.  It is a glorious 
book which explores the question “Why does God allow suffering”.  It will take 
you closer to God’s heart.  Available from Ruth on the bookstall. 
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January 22nd at 7.30 pm Alpha Course begins at the Boar’s Head—and then 
every week for 10 weeks 

February 25th at 7.30 pm Ash Wednesday—marking the beginning of Lent  

March 14th at 7.30 pm Concert with the Rivendell Singers at St Michael’s 

April 10th at 10.30 am Good Friday Walk of Witness—starts at St Mary’s 
RC 

April 12th at 10.00 am Easter Sunday Service featuring the Festival Choir 

March 28th at 7.30 pm Musical Variety Performance (see page 7) 

March 6th at 12.30 pm at 
Middlewich URC Women’s World Day of Prayer 

March 7th in Church all 
morning Marriage Preparation Day 

March 22nd  Mothering Sunday 

� �� � � �
 

Our Alpha programme continues.  The new course started 
on January 22nd at 7.30 pm in the upstairs room at the 
Boar’s Head and runs every Thursday from then on. 
 
Speak to Jacqui on 836460 if you’d like to come. 
 
Over the years the value of Alpha has been proven again 
and again.  It is always good to refresh yourself on the ba-
sics of Christianity or perhaps you have friends or family 
that you know would enjoy looking at Christianity again. 
 
We would love to fill another course and it isn’t too late to 
join in —so come. 

Please note that Ian is having a knee operation on 4th February and is 
unable to drive for two weeks.  He may not be getting around as much 
as usual! 
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One of the most influential books of 2008 was “The 
Shack” by Wm Paul Young.  It is a delightful and chal-
lenging read which if you’ve ever struggled with the 
question “Why does God allow suffering?” is an abso-
lute must for you. 
 
It isn’t often that a book makes me cry, but this one did.  
It got under my skin and made me really think through 
what I actually believe about God, not the trite state-
ments we actually say, but what we believe about God 
in the dark moments.   
 
This is such an important question, because there will be times in all our lives 
when we can’t help but ask the question “Why did God allow this?”  In my ex-
perience when people really ask that question they can answer in two ways.  
Either a) “I don’t know, but I know God still loves me! or b) I don’t know and so 
God either can’t exist or he’s punishing me. 
 
I was reading the book thinking about a lady who lives in Middlewich.  She 
rarely comes to Church but she is an absolutely delightful lady who I really ad-
mire.  In recent months she has lost her husband, parents and perhaps most 
tragically her grandson.  Some of you will probably know her.  I can only imag-
ine the questions she would like to throw at God, surely she has every right to 
be angry and bitter?  Yet, whatever privately she may be thinking, she has 
been dignified, strong and courageous for her family.  She perhaps does 
blame God, I don’t know, but in all the times I have spoken to her she has 
never been anything other than grateful and charming to me.  She makes me 
cry because you so want to help her with the pain and you feel helpless to do 
so.  I hope she knows that through all this pain, Jesus still loves her. 
 
What the book has helped me to see again with fresh eyes is the love of God.   
 
I hope you all had a delightful and joyful Christmas.  I wonder if there were 
also some difficult times in your house over Christmas.  Perhaps there were 
harsh words, angry words, criticism and rejection?  I hope not, but I’m sure 
there were in some.  Families perhaps give us a microcosm of the whole of so-
ciety.  Amidst all the good we see, there is also an awful lot of bad.  Selfish-
ness and greed, violence and hatred.  And much of the focus is on God the 
Father just as in the family the focus of the children’s wrath is their parents. 
 
In the book “The Shack” there is a moment when Mack (the central character) 
is asked whether he loves his kids.  He answers, “of course.”  He is then asked 

� ��� � � � 	 �� 	 � - �/� � �
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which of his kids he loves most.  His answer is terrific. 
 
“Well each one of my children is unique.  And that uniqueness and special per-
sonhood calls out a unique response from me.  I remember after Jon, my first, 
was born.  I was so captivated by the wonder of who this little life was that I ac-
tually worried about whether I would have anything left to love a second child.  
But when Tyler came along, it was as if he brought with him a special gift for 
me, a whole new capacity to love him specially.” 
 
He’s then pressed on this.  He’s asked about the times they don’t behave, or 
they make bad choices, or are just belligerent and rude.  Does that affect your 
love for them? 
 
“It doesn’t really.  I admit that is does affect me and sometimes I get embar-
rassed or angry, but even when they act badly, they are still my son or my 
daughter and they will be forever.  What they do might affect my pride, but not 
my love for them.” 
 
That’s what real love is.  And of course what God feels for us. 
 
Knowing that is the only starting place to answer the question, “Why does God 
allow suffering.”  Because otherwise you inevitably jump to the conclusion that 
when tragedy hits, God is a fiend for letting it happen. 
 
Bad things happen to good people, but it doesn’t mean God is therefore the 
one to blame.  We know that isn’t true because we know that he loved us so 
much to send Jesus. 
 
Any good parent would be prepared to sacrifice everything to save their chil-
dren.  That is exactly what God has done in Jesus, he has taken the punish-
ment for us and opened the gates of heaven, that we can go in. 
 
Lent starts at the end of the month.  It is a time of reflection. A time to get be-
hind who you are, what you believe, what you actually think about God.  Years 
ago that 40 day period up to Easter was crucial to the spiritual well being of the 
saints.  Easter meant so much more because of the time of preparation.  You 
could do a lot worse than use “The Shack” as a lent book to read.  It will make 
you think.  Too often our faith is not thought through, we spend our lives pad-
dling in the rock pools of faith when God wants us to dive right in and swim. 
 
That’s why I’m suggesting everyone who hasn’t read the book does so as their 
Lent read.  It will really take you deeper into the nature of God.  This Lent—go a 
bit deeper.  Dare to ask the difficult questions.  But do so, knowing that the 
starting point is this—God loves you. 
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We have recently been registered as a beneficiary on The Giving Machine web-
site, this is an initiative which is aimed at converting commission paid by retail-
ers for on line shopping into charitable donations. The Giving Machine website 
provides a ‘click through channel to 100’s of well known retailers and for a very 
small time investment can help to generate additional funds for the Cornerstone 
project at no additional cost to ourselves and without changing our normal inter-
net shopping activities. 
 
Initial registration takes just minutes, simply log on to The Giving Machine web-
site at the following address: 
 
www.thegivingmachine.co.uk   
 
You will then have the option to join by following the screen prompts and pro-
viding basic personal information (email address and site password), once reg-
istered you will be able to choose St Michael & All Angels Church Middlewich 
as a beneficiary. 
 
From then on whenever you use the internet to shop, book a holiday or arrange 
insurance simply go to The Giving Machine website, log in and ‘Go Shopping’ 
you will find links to your all favourite retailer sites and once there just shop as 
normal. 
 
Over the next month we will also be looking to provide access to The Giving 
Machine website directly from our own site: 
 
www.middlewichparishchurch.org.uk  
 
So help us to spread the word and build our on line community to generate 
funds and help to deliver the Cornerstone project and the refurbishment of 
Number 28. 
 
For any questions or technical advice please contact Stuart Barber at 
stubarbs@yahoo.co.uk or on 07748984273. 

. � � 	 �� � �1 � � �� � 	 � � �� �  
 
You may be interested to know that St Michael’s recently completed the formali-
ties to become a fully registered charity.  Until recently churches were not re-
quired to register with the Charity Commission, but now all churches with in-
come above £100K must register.  Our thanks to Hugh Malkin who put the ap-
plication together 
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We continue to make steady progress.  Tenders are progressing for the ren-
dering.  Considerable work has been done in planning the best way to manage 
the contracts on the internal work and on work specifications. 
 
Investigation has taken place into all sorts of aspects of the project including 
stairlifts, fire escapes and lighting. 
 
Your prayers are requested for the meetings taking place in the next month 
over grant applications.  The income these could produce would make so 
much difference. 
 
More soon 

 " � � �1 � �� � 	 ��� 	 �3 " - ! � 	 �#& 
 
We are now in full fund raising mode for the work on Number 28.  What could 
you do?  Coffee Mornings, sponsored walks, shave your head??  Whatever we 
will be very pleased to receive your help.  Small amounts together add up.  An 
extra pound or two can in fact make a big difference. 
 
The idea has been floated by our hand bell ringers to hold 
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Have you a talent for singing or playing a musical instrument?  Individually or as 
a group?  Then bring it along and we’ll have a lovely evening of home grown tal-
ent.  - Don’t hide your light under a bushel! 
 
Let David and Sue know what you’d like to do 
 
Whilst we do want children there and taking part we can only really put on a few 
acts and therefore if lots of children want to participate we may have to run a 
separate children’s Variety Performance. 
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Monday 6.00 am Prayer in church 

 9.15 am Prayer in church 

 1.30 pm  SMILERS at church  

 7.30 pm SMAART St M’s handbell ringers in Church 

Tuesday 9.30 am Healing service followed by coffee 

 7.30 pm Tower ringing practice in church 

Wednesday 6.00 am Prayer in church 

 9.15 am Prayer in church 

 1.30 pm Doorways at The Rectory  

 6.00 pm Music group  

 7.30 pm Choir practice  

Thursday 9.30 am Communion 

 7.30 pm Alpha at The Boar’s Head from 22/1/09 

Friday 9.15 am Prayer in church 

 6.00 pm BLOG (Club for Years 4, 5 and 6)  

 7.30 pm DYN@MIC (Club for Years 7, 8, 9)  

Sunday 8.00 am Communion Service 

 9.15 am Communion Service 

 11.00 am All age worship 

 6.30 pm Evening service 

There is coffee served in Church every Tuesday morning 
from 10.30 am after the weekly healing service. 
Come chat and if you need prayer just ask. 

5 � �� �� � 	 � � � �� �� 	 �� � � � - �� � � � �� �  
 
Last year we played a challenge golf game against Altrincham Baptist Church 
and we’ve been invited to do so again.  The game will take place at Woodside 
Gold Club at 4pm on Friday 29th May. 
 
We have just 10 places available so if you’d like to play contact Richard Atkin 
asap on 833125.  Cost is just £23 for the game and a meal afterwards.  It’ll be 
great fun. 
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7th December Eleanor May Taylor—Westminster Close 

William Lucas Charles—Bunbury Close 
Rhys Doran—West Avenue 

F" � � 	 � ��  
4th December Norah Massey—Well Farm, Little Budworth 

19th December John Arthur Ashworth—Leonard Cheshire Home 

22nd December Mona Annie Booth—Blakelow Close 

22nd December Gladys Jinks—47 Alexandra Road 

23rd December Thelma Hutton—23 Hayhurst Avenue 

) � � � �� � � � 
20th December Andrew David Boardman & Samantha Bayman 

30th December Richard Lee Cartwright & Kate Louise Phillips 

� � � � �� �� � � � �� � �3 � � � � � �� � � �� �� 7��
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We send Nathan Carroll and Alex Cook our very best 
wishes for the Cranmer Awards competition in London 
later this month.  Nathan and Alex won the Chester Di-
ocesan Prayer Book Society competition just before 
Christmas and now go forward to represent the Dio-
cese in Westminster. 
 
Just to note that we love to celebrate the successes of 
our young people. 
 
We loved this photo of Cameron Robertson holding the 
trophy for being man of the match for his football team.  
Well done Cam! 
 
At the Messenger we are very happy to celebrate your 
achievements so pass them on to ian.bishop@live.com and we’ll get them printed 
here. 
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After a busy December, January was very quiet, especially since we cancelled 
the branch meeting when it clashed with a funeral. 
 
Our next meeting will be on the 10th February and is a bring and share lunch as 
usual at 12.30 pm followed by the Annual General Meeting at 2.00pm.  Members 
are encouraged to attend this meeting if possible. 
 
In March our meeting will be transferred to Friday 13th to take in the Mothers©  
Union Wave of Prayer at 10.00am and on Thursday, 26th March, the Mothers© 
Union Deanery Festival will be held at St. Michaels at 7.30pm, but more about 
these events in the next edition. 
 
For the future, we have an interesting programme for the year, with two evening 
meetings this time so would encourage younger members with jobs and/or chil-
dren to join us for these.  We will keep you informed. 
 

Make a Mother's Day 
 
If you are stuck for ideas for what to give for Mother©s Day or want to give a gift to 
commemorate your mother, this project run by the Mothers© Union may be just 
what you need.  Gifts from ranging from chalk and blackboards at £6 to £150 for 
training parenting facilitators can all help in the Mothers© Union work at home and 
abroad.  If you wish to learn more, there are leaflets on the table, or you can give 
a donation for a group gift. 
 
National Marriage Week runs from the 8th to 14th February so here is a prayer 
from the Mothers© Union prayer diary 
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Just to note that Saturday March 7th is the Marriage Preparation Day, for all the 
couples planning to be married in St Michael’s throughout 2009.  Do pray for 
them.  The MU provide lunch and Ian and Michelle Coles provide the teaching.  A 
great way to start off in marriage. 
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Duty February 

Intercessions Susan Hawkes 

Banner Jo Hulse 

Escorts Janet Chisholm & Mary Pillnger 

Offertory Angela Tempest & Edna Rose 

Mothers Union Sunday Rota 

March 

Vi Neale-Smith 

Pam Dunning 

Pam Jackson & Thelma Ashley 

Jo Henry & Helen Senior 

) � 0� � �� �- � � � �! " ��� �� �. � " 	 � � 8 
 
We are delighted to announce that through the giving of 
the Church in the Christmas period we have just about built the Church and 
Community Centre in Rio Verde Paraguay that we made our target. 
 
We raised over £3000 in collections, donations and planned Church giving to 
cover the costs of development.  Therefore, this place (shown below), will 
soon have walls and rooms and toilets to go with the roof. 
 
Thanks to everyone who contributed.  How fabulous that even though we’re 

raising money for 
our own projects 
God can also 
provide for oth-
ers. 
 
We are still a few 
hundred pounds 
short so send 
your last minute 
donations to 
Hugh Malkin and 
lets top it off! 
 

. � 	 �� � - � � �. � ��� � � �� � �
�
The Christmas card board in Church produced £95 for the British Wireless for 
the blind fund. 
 
Many thanks to Miriam Sant for organising this so well once again. 
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Ian and Sue moved into the lovely new Rectory shown above at the end of Decem-
ber.  The address is 
 

The Rectory, Poplar Fell 
Nantwich Road 

Middlewich 
Cheshire 

CW10 9HG 
 

01606 833124   e mail ian.bishop@live.com 
 

One or two people have commented on the sadness of seeing the old Rectory in 
Queen Street no longer occupied by the Rector.  Unfortunately costs and mainte-
nance on the house became unjustifiable.  The new house is easier to maintain and 
much warmer!!  We don’t yet know what the long term plans are for the old Rectory 
but we will keep everyone informed as the Diocesan plans become known. 

� �3 � � �1 � � � � 	 � ��� 	 �� �� � �� � �� � �
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The “A Passion for Life” mis-
sion for our area being 
planned for  Easter 2010 is 
taking shape. 
 
The main meetings will be fo-
cused around the new “Life 
Centre” being built in  
Winsford. 
 
The main speaker will be a 
chap called Roger Carswell 
who is excellent.   
 
The mission is a focus for a year-round evangelistic effort.  So we’ll be building 
around the F&B festival, Back to Church Sunday, Harvest, Remembrance, 
Christmas, etc.  Making lots of efforts with Alpha and coming up with other 
creative ideas especially using Number 28 as soon as it’s ready. 
 
We would like to form a big mission planning group.  Would you like to be a 
part of it?  You just need enthusiasm.  Don’t be bashful—pick up the phone 
and call Ian on 833124.  The focus of the group will be to roll their sleeves up 
and do things, not to talk about doing things (though a bit of talk will obviously 
have to happen!)  Some people will get approached because of their experi-
ence or skills but we’d like to make it a big group with interests in lots of differ-
ent areas—the old, the young, young mums, men, old people, working fami-
lies, contemporary music, classical music, sports clubs, heritage, crafts etc.  It 
is a limited term of service for one year.  So get involved. 
 
There is going to be an evangelism training course run in the autumn.  Roger 
Carswell is going to be at the first training evening on 9th September.  The first 
evening training will take place at St John’s Hartford, but after that we’ll run the 
rest of the 12 week course in Middlewich. 
 
There will also be a joint Carol Service before Christmas at the Northwich Me-
morial Hall where all the participating Churches will be called together and lots 
of other things to get involved with including regular prayer meetings. 
 
The word “Mission” is terrifying to some and cringingly embarrassing for oth-
ers.  We want to make this fun!  Have a good time together and share our faith 
with others.  Because if we don’t tell them—who will? 
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Rehearsals for Easter Sunday begin very soon on Wednesday March 18th.   
You don’t need to be able to read music, just love singing.  The choir has been 

a real laugh, we have a spectrum of peo-
ple from across the community, some with 
immense musical talent, others with less.  
All we ask for is enthusiasm. 
 
We have had a lot of fun with this new 
choir in recent weeks.  The photos on the 
front cover show just what a great time we 
had backing the nationally known  
Geraldine Latty (below) at her fabulous 
concert at the Victoria Centre in Crewe on 
Sunday 25th January. 
 
So join in by ringing Jeremy Coles on 
738309. 

5 � � � �� � ��� � � �� � � �� �� � �- " � ��  
 
Jeremy Coles was appointed Director of Music a few yeas ago and one of the 
tasks we gave him was to involve more people in music and worship.  There-
fore we want to say a well done to him for the way he has brought a diverse 
group of people into leading worship. 
 
Recently a number of our young people including Nathan Carroll, Dan Bishop, 
Emily Coles, Sophie Hassall, Georgia Holmes and Isla Robertson have all 
played key roles in leading worship at the 11am All Age Service and the  
6.30 pm Evening Praise.  We are a Church committed to developing young 
musical talent. 
 
In addition the 9.15 am Choir has grown and is developing nicely. 
 
Thanks to all who make our music.  It takes a considerable commitment and 
we are fortunate indeed in having such a brilliant group of contributors.   How 
about you joining in regularly?  Call Jeremy on 738309. 
 
Thanks especially to Ann Hardy for her contribution as organist, Christine 
Hamill-Stewart who has taken on more of the music planning and who with 
Stewart Prentice is sharing a greater leadership role in the 9.15 am Choir with 
Jeremy.  We are so blessed in them all. 
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 Cell groups are the best place to study the Bible 

3.00 pm on Tuesdays at 159 Long Lane South 

Contact Don Hall on 832989 

8.00 pm on Tuesdays - normally at 33 Chestnut Close 

Contact Julie Hassall on 737030 

10.30 am on Thursdays normally at 87 Warmingham Lane 

Contact Christine Hamill-Stewart 

8.00 pm on Thursdays at 11 Cledford Crescent 

Contact Lorraine Reed on 781071 

7.30 pm on Thursdays at 22 Angus Grove 

 Contact Ruth Broadfoot on 738373 or Glenys Richardson on 834343�

7.30 pm on Thursdays at 53 Lewin Street 
 

Contact Bob Briscoe on 836460 or Rob Reed on 781071 

� � �� �� � �� � � �� � 	 � � �
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Bishop Keith has been working with a small steering group (including Tony 
Woode) to develop an idea that he has had.  The project aims to bring to-
gether people from the chemical and salt industries, education and the 
churches to explore a creative working partnership and to celebrate the gifts 
that God has given us locally. 
 
There are lots of ideas beginning to emerge and many of them may involve 
our Church working with the local salt and chemical industries. 
 
There is to be a launch event on Sunday May 17th at The Lion Salt Works in 
Northwich.  There will be lots for families.  The site will be open from 2pm with 
displays including the production of salt by the open pan method and about 
4pm a Service of Celebration led by the Bishop of Birkenhead. 
 
Put the date in your diary.  If anyone else would be interested in finding out 
more about the project then speak to Tony Woode on 75030.  If you are in-
volved in the Salt industry and interested, the next network meeting is on April 
7th.  Details from Tony Woode 
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8th February 
Communion 

Prayers 
Cleaning 
Sidesman 

Tony Woode 
Jean Percival 

15th February 
Morning Praise 

Prayers 
Cleaning 
Sidesman 

Steve Broadfoot 
Ruth Bennion 

22nd February 
Communion 

Prayers 
Cleaning 
Sidesman 

Ian Bishop 
Ruth Bennion 

1st March 
Morning Praise 

Prayers 
Cleaning 
Sidesman 

Jacqui Briscoe 
Jane Wildman 
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Church Path  
Sadly we’ve hit another snag.  Vale Royal Council have decided the need us to ap-
ply for planning permission.  We have argued against this but with no success.  
This will further delay the project.   
 
Whist Drive  
The next Whist drives are :-  February 10th, February 24th, March 10th 
 
The next PCC Meeting is on Tuesday 17th February at 7.30 pm in the Church  
 
Church Dance 
There will be a Social Sequence Dance with Supper on Friday 20th February in 
the Village Hall.  Proceeds to Church Funds.  If you are able to help Celia on this 
evening please give her a call on 832313.  
  
Rose Queen Selection 
The selection of the Rose Queen and Rose Fete Retinue will be on Sunday 1st 
march at 2.00pm in the Village Hall.  All children wishing to take part in this year©s 
Rose Fete , which is on Saturday 13th June, should attend the selection  For more 
information contact Ruth on 01606 46263. 
 
Bingo Night �

Friday 27th February beginning at 7.30 in the Village hall.  Family Night and Prize 
Bingo.  Run by the Rose Fete Committee the proceeds will go towards the pur-
chase of costumes for the children taking part in the Rose Fete. 
  
Bring your drinks and glasses.  Details from Ruth on 46263 �
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Over the next few weeks you may hear about GAP!  GAP stands for Growth 
Action Planning.  This new Diocesan initiative will affect all the parishes in our 
Diocese.  Essentially it means that we are required to plan how we will see 
growth in our Churches.  Whilst it is a paper exercise, the initiative is intended 
to make us think about mission and the importance of sharing our faith and 
getting more people into Church—and then go out and make it happen!  I sus-
pect that for Middlewich and Byley this comes at an opportune moment. 
 
Firstly I think we’ve probably taken our eyes off the need for evangelism a bit 
and become pre-occupied with building projects and worship issues.  Whereas 
Jesus priority was always “Go”.  And secondly we have a year and a half 
ahead where lots of mission opportunities are going to present themselves. 
 
We will use the GAP process and pray that by summer 2010 we are a whole 
lot bigger than we are now.  There is a massive group of people in our towns 
and villages who never give God a second thought and I think that is very sad.  
I love Church, and I think others would as well if they gave it a chance. 


 � � � � 	 � ��� �� �� � 	 � �
 
I’ve heard it said several times over the years by people—”the Church never 
called!”  Now what they often mean by that is that the Vicar didn’t call! 
 
Clearly there are two problems with this. 
a) The Vicar isn’t the Church 
b) It de-values the amazing work done by countless wonderful people who 

unselfishly visit the sick and housebound. 
 
We have two officially recognised Pastoral Workers at St Michael’s Sylvia 
Bosomworth and Elaine Reynolds.  Both bring training and experience to their 
role and are fantastic.  They get involved with home visiting, home commun-
ions, baptism and bereavement visiting and care and a whole lot more.  But 
then we have another large group of people who go out doing bits and pieces 
for people when needed.  Not to mention those who take regular services in all 
the local nursing homes, engage in hospital visiting and listening to a raft of 
troubled people who come our way.  I now consider our pastoral network to be 
a model of care and concern.  Join in by speaking to Sylvia or Elaine. 
 
The Vicar’s role has largely changed from the doer to the enabler and this 
does take time for people to understand.  It doesn’t mean that I don’t care, it 
means that we are building an amazing structure of care to show the love of 
Christ to more and more 
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Heating 
 
The planned heating repairs have revealed a much deeper problem.  In late 
January we employed Mellor and Mottram to carry out emergency repairs to 
cure a leak that we discovered at the time the dais went in. 
 
Unfortunately when they arrived Mellor and Mottram advised us that the prob-
lem of leakage from the pipes is much more extensive than we first thought.  
There are leaks along the length of the pipes which go through an access tun-
nel under the chancel.  The nave pipes were not inspected but M&M have 
suggested that there are likely to be other leaks that we simply haven’t discov-
ered.  The problem is simply the age of the current system parts of which are 
probably 120 years old! 
 
We are currently taking advice from various sources as to what we should do.  
The problem is not dangerous at present because the leaks are simply drain-
ing away in to the earth beneath the Church but clearly we need to get the 
problem sorted.  The informal advice from M&M is that we should seriously 
consider under floor heating for the Church even though this would be expen-
sive to put in.  A sub group of Ian, Mike Reed (PCC Chairman), Paul Hassall 
and Steve Bailey are taking advice and will put a proposal to the PCC asap. 
 
In the meantime the dais will not be carpeted in case we need access to the 
pipes urgently. 
 
Organ 
 
We continue to press on with discussions about the Church building and how 
we can adapt it successfully.   The PCC established a small working group to 
advise on the future of the organ.  Stewart Prentice, Paul Morley, Anne Hardy 
and Christine Hamill-Stewart are reviewing the various reports that have been 
gathered on the organ and will be advising the PCC very soon. 
 
Lady Chapel Handrail 
 
We have also made progress towards putting in a hand rail to the door by the 
Lady Chapel.  A design was submitted to the PCC and has been sent back for 
slight modification.  We hope that it will be formally agreed at the next meeting.  
We will need to apply for a faculty but it is hoped that this will be a formality. 
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� �� 	 � 
 � �
Mondays in term time 1.30—3.00 pm 
 
Our aim is to provide a safe, fun environment where children and adults can 
interact with each other.  We usually have between 20 and 30 carers attend-
ing with their children.  Along with our time of play we love to sing songs and 
hear stories.  we usually have time to make something arty and crafty to take 
home and stick on the fridge. 
Everyone is welcome! 
 

� �� �� �� �� ��
� � 	 
 �� � 
 � �� � 
 � � � � 
 �  

Fridays in term time 6.00—7.30 pm 
 

� � � � � � � ���
� 	 
 � � �� 
 
 � �� � � �� � �  

Fridays in term time 7.30-9.00pm 
 
If you know children who would be interested in joining either of the clubs 
then please contact the numbers below and pick up a form from church.  Par-
ents need to fill in the registration form and return it to us before the young 
person attends the club.  There are spaces available particularly at B.L.O.G. 
The first week at the club is free.  We then ask for a contribution of £1 per 
week which covers the cost of resources and refreshments. 
 

� � � � � � � �� � � 	 ��

 � � � � � 
 �� � � 
 � � � �
 
We are looking to update our records of children and young people who at-
tend St Michaels.  Please would you complete and return one of the Chil-
dren’s Ministry forms for each of your children so that we can plan appropri-
ate groups for the new Sunday Morning activities.  The forms are available 
from the back of Church. 
 

In addition we hope soon to announce details of some residential  
weekends for our children and young people—watch this space 
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Rev Ian Bishop, Rector and Rural Dean 

The Rectory, Poplar Fell, Nantwich Road, Middle-
wich CW10 9HG 

01606 833124 

ian,bishop@live.com  

Sue Langton, Church Administrator 

Church Office, Hightown CW10 9AN 01606 833663 

ian_bishop05@tiscali.co.uk  

Jeremy Coles, Director of Music & Family Work  
& Michelle Coles, Prayer Ministry 

6 Shilton Close, Middlewich CW10 0RN 01606 738309 

jeremy.coles@sky.com  

Rev Liz Woode, Curate & Tony Woode, Reader 

6 The Grange, Hartford, CW8 1QH 01606 75030 

tonylizwoode@hotmail.com  

Rev Simon Hamill-Stewart, Assistant Priest 
& Christine Hamill-Stewart, Reader 

87 Warmingham Lane, Middlewich CW10 0DJ 01606 737329 

simchris@hamill-stewart.eclipse.co.uk  

Steve Broadfoot, Reader 

22 Angus Grove, Middlewich CW10 9GR 01606 738373 

steve.broadfoot@tesco.net  

Sylvia Bosomworth, Pastoral Care Worker 

98 Sutton Lane, Middlewich, CW10 0BY 01606 737338 

sylviabosomworth@btinternet.com  

Ann Hardy, Organist 

54 Westlands Road, Middlewich, CW10 9HN 01606 832121 

annehardy@greenbee.net  

Jacqui Briscoe, Reader and Alpha leader & Bob 
Briscoe, Health and Safety Officer 

01606 836460 

53 Lewin Street, Middlewich CW10 9BG  

JacquiBriscoe@aol.com  

28 Westlands Road, Middlewich, CW10 9HN 01606 832596 

Elaine@reynolds127.fsnet.co.uk  

Elaine Reynolds, Pastoral Care Worker 
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 Grant Stanning, Middlewich Church Warden 

11 Cledford Crescent, Middlewich CW10 0EZ  

Grant.Stanning@rowlinson.co.uk 01606 837782 

Paul Humphreys, Middlewich Church Warden 

34 Kitfield Avenue, Middlewich CW10 0AJ 01606 738319 

smaaa@pj-humphreys.co.uk  

Gladys Robinson, Middlewich Flower Guild 

2 Orchard Close, Middlewich CW10 0AU 01606 834923 

Hugh Malkin, Middlewich PCC Treasurer 

5 Lindisfarne Close, Middlewich CW10 9HS 01606 833023 

hughmalkin@uwclub.net  

Catherine Barber, Middlewich PCC Secretary 

24 Waterside Way, Middlewich, CW10 9HP 01606 833161 

katielbarbs@aol.co.uk  

John Briggs, Pledges Officer 

85 Rolt Crescent, Middlewich CW10 0BE 01606 832810 

Mike Reed, Middlewich PCC Chair & Jeremy Fund 

1 Douglas Close, Hartford, CW8 1SH 01606 781071 

reed�blackbird77@tiscali.co.uk  

Jo Hulse, Middlewich Mothers Union 

56 Nantwich Road, Middlewich, CW10 9HG 01606 832198 

johulse@btinternet.com  

Ruth Broadfoot, Electoral Roll & Bookstall Manager 

22 Angus Grove, Middlewich, CW10 9GR 01606 738373 

steve.broadfoot@tesco.net  

Ian Taylor, Middlewich Bellringers 

78 Long Lane, Middlewich CW10 0EN 01606 834095 

iantaylor78@aol.com  
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If you have any articles or photographs for the December 
magazine, please would you e mail them by 14th Febru-
ary to Ian Bishop or to Laura Holmes,  
laura@holmesfamily.org,  who is magazine editor.   You 
can also place articles in Ian’s pigeon hole, or deliver 
them to the Rectory. 

Glenys Richardson, Byley Treasurer 

The Gables, Byley Lane, Byley, CW10 9NL 01606 834343 

richardsongables@aol.com  

Anne Nichol, Byley PCC Secretary  

The Round House, Byley Lane, Cranage, 
CW10 9LW 

01606 836314 

annenicol@btinternet .com  

Bruce Gleave, Byley Church Warden  

Cross Lane House, Byley, CW10 9NL 01606 832523 

Alan Percival, Byley Church Warden  

Yatehouse Green Farm Byley 01606 832339 

Christine Hankey, Byley Village Hall  

Chestnut Farm, Byley 01606 832938 
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Ian often sends out e mails with prayer requests and 
news.  If you would like to receive this, please will you 
send your address to ian.bishop@live.com . 

The church website address is 
http://middlewichparishchurch.org.uk/  

� � � �� �� � ��� �� � � �� �� � ��� �� � � �� �� � ��� �� � � �� �� � ��� �����
In a week when an English nurse is suspended for offering to pray 
for a patient 
 
Democracy demands that religious Americans translate their con-
cerns into universal values - and that secularists make room for 
faith and morality.  - Barak Obama 
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Ian and Jason Hawkin 
Building work (extensions etc) 
Carpentry and joinery services 

01606 834386 or 01606 837080 

� 	 
 � 	 � � 
 
 
 � � � � � � 
 
� 	 
 � 	 � � 
 
 
 � � � � � � 
 
� 	 
 � 	 � � 
 
 
 � � � � � � 
 
� 	 
 � 	 � � 
 
 
 � � � � � � 
 
 ����
Bookings for family parties, 

receptions, meetings and groups 
01606 832938 

Middlewich Community Centre 
(off the Civic Hall Car Park, Middlewich) 

Ideal for parties, meetings etc 
For further information call  

Reg Jackson on 01606 832118 

� � � � � � ��� � � � � � ��� � � � � � ��� � � � � � �� ����
Covers, Cur tains, Cushions 

Loose covers for chairs & sofas 
Curtains from new fabric 

Curtains remodelled to suit 
� � � �� � � � � � � �� � � � � � � � � � � �  � � � � � ! � " ! � � � � � " � �
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An Independent Family Business 

24 Hour Personal and Dignified Service 
23 Wheelock Street, Middlewich 

01606 836708 

� � � � � �� � � 	 
 � �� � � � � �� � � 	 
 � �� � � � � �� � � 	 
 � �� � � � � �� � � 	 
 � � ����
Private Hire and Contract Work 
Byley Stores and Garage Ltd 

Byley, Nr Middlewich CW10 9NP 
01606 832171 

Neil Hopley, Electrical Contractors Ltd 
NICEIC Approved  

Agricultural, Industrial, Domestic Installations and Repairs 
Brooks Lane, Middlewich, Cheshire 

01606 833993 or 07976 661061 (mobile) 

CATS (Opticians) 
Optometrists and Contact Lens Centre  

Senior Citizens special package 
30-32 Wheelock Street, Middlewich CW10 9AG 

01606 836582 

Gems Wedding Supplies 
14 High Town, Middlewich 

Sensational wedding 
gowns, bridesmaids’ 

dresses 
accessories, formal hire 
Favours made to order 

����

� � � � � � � � � 	� � � � � � � � � 	� � � � � � � � � 	� � � � � � � � � 	 ����
 

Bouncy Castle Hire 
Call Jane 

01606 737183 
07721 462392 
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