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9.15 am Middlewich  Communion 

11.00 am  Middlewich All Age Communion  

5.00 pm  Byley Christingle 

6.30 pm Middlewich Evening Praise  

�&�����')��� ���!"�	�

9.15 am Middlewich Communion  

11.00 am  Middlewich All Age Service (cancelled for the af-
ternoon Christingle) 

11.00 am  Byley Communion 

5.00 pm Middlewich Christingle 

*	�����'+��� ���!"�	��

7.00 pm Byley Carols by Candlelight 

�&�����#���� ���!"�	�

9.15 am Middlewich Communion 

11.00 am Middlewich All Age Service (cancelled for the 
Carol Service) 

11.00 am Byley Morning Praise 

6.30 pm  Middlewich Carols by Candlelight 

��&	�����#,��� ���!"�	-.�	���!������ .�	���!������.�	���!������.�	���!�������

4.00 pm Middlewich Crib Service (Nativity fancy dre ss 
optional—but encouraged for all) 

11.30 pm Middlewich Midnight Communion 

*	�����#���� ���!"�	-.�	���!��� �� .�	���!��� ��.�	���!��� ��.�	���!��� ���

9.30 am Middlewich Christmas All Age Communion 

11.00 am Byley Christmas Communion 

�&�����#/��� ���!"�	��

10.30 am  Middlewich Joint All Age Communion 

11.00 am Byley Communion 

There is coffee served in Church every Tuesday morning 
from 10.30 am after the weekly healing service. 
Come chat and if you need prayer just ask. 
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9.15 am Middlewich  Communion 

11.00 am  Middlewich All Age Communion  

5.00 pm  Byley Communion 

6.30 pm Middlewich Evening Praise  

�&�����'�������&�	��

9.15 am Middlewich Communion  

11.00 am  Middlewich All Age Service  

11.00 am  Byley Plough Sunday Service 

6.30 pm Middlewich Evensong 

�&�����'/������&�	��

9.15 am Middlewich Communion 

11.00 am Middlewich All Age launch of Kingdom Kids 

11.00 am Byley Morning Praise 

6.30 pm Middlewich Evening Praise 

�&�����#,������&�	��

9.15 am Middlewich Communion 

11.00 am Middlewich Morning Praise (and Kingdom Kids) 

11.00 am Byley Communion 

6.30 pm  Middlewich Service (Taize maybe?) for the Week 
of Prayer for Christian Unity 

�&�����)'������&�	���

9.15 am Middlewich Communion 

11.00 am Middlewich Morning Praise (and Kingdom Kids) 

11.00 am Byley Communion 

6.30 pm Middlewich No Service 

Please note that there is always an  
8.00 am Communion on a Sunday morning and a  

9.30 am Communion on a Thursday at St Michael’s 
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So as we draw to the end of 2009 and the end of the 
noughties! Has it been a good year?  Has the first 9 
years of the new millennium been good for you?  What 
are your highs and lows?  I’m sure there will be many.  
Each year since the kids have arrived we’ve kept a 
photo album and I love that moment in the early part of 
January when I spend hours choosing which photos will 
make it into this year’s album.  I re-live the laughter and 
the joy of holidays and days out, and the memories of 
precious times.  I think I’m smiling in all those photos.  
Now whilst I am a fairly happy sort of guy, anyone who just knew me from my 
photos could be forgiven for thinking I am some sort of laughter junky!  Always 
smiling, always happy.   
 
But that isn’t always me.  I go through times of stress and tiredness just like we 
all do.  In those times I can become distant and distracted and irritable, I’m just 
glad that the photos aren’t taken then. 
 
I’m conscious that so many of you are ill, or awaiting hospital treatment, or in 
pain both physical and emotional or lonely or bewildered or any combination of 
the above.  I’m sure that laughter and joy seem a million miles away, if that is 
your current experience.  So do you give up on faith as the road becomes hard 
to travel?  The birth of Jesus perhaps gives a great pointer as to how we might 
handle life crises. 
 
The Christmas story is a snapshot of a family in crisis.  We hear of angels prais-
ing God and shepherds marvelling at the new born babe, Matthew says the 
Wise Men were overjoyed when they saw the child.  But how did Mary’s family 
take the news that their betrothed so say virgin daughter was pregnant?  Joseph 
comes round to the news but clearly he was devastated for a while there.  Mary 
herself is described by Luke as having said how frightened she was, she must 
have had a moment of “why me Lord!” as her tummy swelled with the coming 
God child.  The stress on all the main players in the story must have been im-
mense, and not the way to start a marriage. 
 
In the UK today thousands of teenage girls will experience pregnancy.  Terrify-
ingly for many it is simply a means to an end, a way of getting enough points to 
gain the Council Flat.  A child will be born long before they are mature enough to 
cope.   The unwanted child destined to become another statistical drain on an 
overburdened society.  But at least the child lives!  Even more terrifyingly the un-
expected pregnancy today will end 200000 times washed down a hospital toilet.  
To be sure our society is a hard place to be conceived today.  Malcolm Mug-
geridge observed a few years back “in our day with family planning clinics offer-

�������	��	�!�2���
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ing convenient ways to correct mistakes that might disgrace a family name, it is 
in fact, extremely improbable under existing conditions, that Jesus would have 
been permitted to be born at all.  Mary’s pregnancy, in poor circumstances, and 
with the father unknown, would have been an obvious case for an abortion; and 
her talk of having conceived as a result of the intervention of the Holy Ghost 
would have pointed to the need for psychiatric treatment, and made the case 
for terminating her pregnancy even stronger.  Thus our generation, needing a 
Saviour more, perhaps than any that has ever existed, would be too humane to 
allow one to be born,” 
 
Mary was remarkable in so many ways, but principally for her strength of will.  
The law regarded a betrothed woman who became pregnant as an adulteress, 
subject to death by stoning.  But she knew, she understood the role she had to 
play, whether she welcomed it or not.  The child was more important than her 
disgrace, more important than her plans for her life, more important than any-
thing her life might be about.  Oh that teenagers today would feel the same way 
about their own children. 
 
CS Lewis has written about God’s plan, “The whole thing narrows and narrows, 
until at last it comes down to a little point, small as the point of a spear—a Jew-
ish girl at her prayers.”  Doesn’t it make you tremble that the plan of God to 
save the world hinged on the responses of two rural teenagers.  As Philip 
Yancey puts it, “How many times did Mary review the angel’s words as she felt 
the Son of God kicking against the walls of her uterus?  How many times did 
Joseph second guess his own encounter with an angel—just a dream? - as he 
endured the hot shame of living among villagers who could plainly see the 
changing shape of his fiancée?”  It was by any standards a shaky plan? 
 
Nine months of awkward explanations and the lingering scent of scandal.  In-
credible that God arranged the most humiliating circumstances possible for his 
entrance, as if to avoid any charge of favouritism. 
 
But the virgin Mary. Whose parenthood was unplanned, had a different re-
sponse.  As the angel explained she replied, “I am the Lord’s servant.  May it be 
to me as you have said.”  Often a work of God comes with two edges, great joy 
and great pain, and in that matter of fact response Mary embraced both.  She 
was the first person to accept Jesus on his own terms, regardless of the per-
sonal cost. 
 
This Christmas we will celebrate again the birth of the Saviour, exchange pre-
sents as a pale reflection of God’s inexpressable gift, and I will challenge you to 
follow this God, accept Jesus on his own terms as your Saviour and friend but 
always aware we do so regardless of the personal cost.  Because that’s the 
way Mary did it.  Happy Christmas 
 

Ian 
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Things to remember 
 
If you are buying online………. 
 
You can access the Giving Machine to raise money fo r our Church through 
our website  www.middlewichparishchurch.org.uk   
 
By going to the Giving Machine you can generate fun ds for St Michael’s. 
 
And 
 
Why not give a really practical gift?  We all get stuff we don’t want.  Why not buy 
someone a gift that will be used at Number 28?  You can give them a saucepan for 
the kitchen?  Or a toilet roll holder for the handicapped loo!  OK it doesn’t sound 
exciting but it will be very practical.  Don’t waste your money this Christmas put it 
to good use.  (It’s a bit like buying a chicken for someone in the third world—but 
closer to home this year! 
 
There is a list in Church for you to pledge to give an amount of money to buy all 
the odds and ends we will need for the shop.  Some are just a couple of pounds or 
if you’re really flush the stairlift will be about £9000 
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As a start to our terrific 2010 mission we are run-
ning an inter Church Carol Service at Winsford 
Lifestyle Centre (opposite Asda) on Saturday December 5th.  Music will be played 
by Roberts Bakery Band and there will be a mix of traditional Carols and human 
stories that will engage you and give a great start to Christmas.  We will worship 
with hundreds of others from around the area.  If you know the parts or descants to 
the Carols you will be encouraged to sing out. 
 
And you are encouraged to bring all your unchurched friends—they will love it. 
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I hope you’re already planning to be at our parish weekend away/at home next 
year.   
 
Jon Kurht, who  is head of Community Mission at Livability, a charity that helps 
Christians work better in the field of social justice will be our speaker.  Jon used to 
work at Centrepoint in London but now spends his time travelling the country help-
ing Churches like ours reach out in love to the community they serve.  He is a great 
guy (I’ve known him since he was 14!)  Jon and his family will be with us for the 
weekend July 10th/11th 2010 
 
We will be going away to Egerton Primary School at Knutsford both Saturday and 
Sunday.  We’ll listen to Jon, have fun, play games, worship together and generally 
have, what I know, will be an inspiring time.   
 
We will eat together (even breakfast) but sleep at home and travel across to Knuts-
ford each day.  There will be fantastic kids work, great food, but at a fraction of the 
cost of going away for the weekend. 
 
Put it in the diary now.  Don’t miss it.  Don’t book your holiday by mistake.  Plan to 
be there.  You will have a terrific time 
 
Bookings will open in January.  Watch for announcements in Church 

.����.������ �
�
Discussions have been progressing about how to re-launch our Cell groups.  After 
Christmas there will be a re-start with some new ideas and new thoughts.  Our aim 
as always will be to get people studying the Bible together and praying together.  
Watch this space. 
�

.�	���!���.�	��.��	������������
 

As usual we will be displaying a Christmas Card Charity Board in Church, where 
you can attach a Christmas Card from yourself to all the Church Family. The 
money that you save by not sending individual Christmas Cards can then be 
placed in the Charity Box provided. 

This years chosen charity is the Local Talking Newspaper. 



8 

 .����	��3����������
 
As we go to press we understand that a record breaking 
£1200 + has been raised in our Children’s Society box 
campaign.  David and Miriam Sant have done an amazing 
job co-ordinating the campaign and we are deeply grateful to everyone who has 
collected.  All the money goes to a brilliant cause. 
 
If you would like a box for your home then speak to David or Miriam. 

������	���
	�����
 
Thank you so much to everyone who cam and supported me during my 24 hour 
preach through St Luke’s Gospel.  What an amazing experience. 
 
I was deeply touched by people’s willingness to stay with me into the small hours.  
There was never less than three people with me and Alastair Griffiths stayed all 
through the 24 hours! 
 
Alastair has recorded the whole thing and you can now buy the CD to play to your 
hearts content.  Cost is £7 available from Alastair or through the web site. 
 
So far it looks as though from all sources I’m closing in on £2000!  This has far ex-
ceeded my expectations and so thank you all for your generosity 
 

8��1��� �
	���	���	�.�	�������;����  
 
Do come and join in with the week of prayer around the town with our brothers and 
sisters in the other Churches 
 
Monday 18th January  9.30 am at the URC 
Tuesday 19th January  7.00 pm at St Michael’s 
Wednesday 20th January 9.30 am at MCC 
Thursday 21st January 7.00 pm at St Mary’s RC 
Friday 22nd January  9.30 am  at Methodist Church 
Saturday 23rd January 9.30 am at the URC 
Sunday 24th January  6.30 pm full service at St Michael’s (possibly Taize style) 
 
This is an important week as we gather to pray for the whole town 
Do try and come to as many prayer events as possible—they last about 30 minutes 
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It's church, but not as you know it. 
 
cafechurch  is coffee with a conscience. It’s the fresh expression of community on 
the high street. It brings communities into the relaxed café atmosphere of Costa 
Coffee and other coffee shops to deal with issues from a faith perspective.  
 
At cafechurch  you’ll tackle issues such as fair trade, the environment, stress, 
adoption, parenting, debt and divorce, together with quizzes, interviews, round table 
discussions, live music with great coffee and great chat!  
  
At St Michaels we are planning to run a café church as an experiment for three 
months next year…. excited? We should be. This is a new opportunity to bring our 
God into the lives of people who are intimidated by our church building.  This is not 
a scheme to lure people into our church, this is a new church. For the people 
that come, cafechurch  will be a place of safety in the chaos of society. A place 
where they can meet God. 
  
Would you like to help, if so I am looking for people between the ages of 20 and 40 
to be greeters, table hosts and perhaps waiters. Your only commitment will be a 
training event and then 3 Sunday evenings each one month apart. For details 
please contact me at smaaa@pj-humphreys.co.uk.  
 

Paul Humphreys 

<�����!�<����������	����	������  
 
We will be under way as soon as decorating Number 28 permits.  The plan at pre-
sent (though you will appreciate this has to be flexible) is that we will have a launch 
of Kingdom Kids on Sunday 17th January at the 11.00 am service where we will 
pray for all involved.  Then Kingdom Kids will start properly on 24th January.  
(please bear with us if this timetable slips by a week or two) 
 
The 11am service will alter a bit as well in a way we hope people will find helpful. 
 
Watch for announcements on precise dates. 
 
In the meantime we urgently need details of all chi ldren who want to come to 
Kingdom Kids.  Please fill in the forms in Church and give them to Jeremy.  Also we 
need the names of adults and teenagers who would be prepared to help.  Please 
talk to Jeremy if you can help as we need to get cracking with things like CRB 
checks. 
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We were pleased to welcome members of the congregation to our November 
meeting when Simon Hamill-Stewart kept us entertained by illustrating his life in 
poetry.   
 
Members helped at the Deanery stall at the November Farmers Market to raise 
awareness and funds for the soup kitchens in Cape Town.  The results of this ef-
fort will appear in the next magazine. 
 
Virtual Gift Catalogue 
This year the Mothers’ Union in Chester Diocese has brought out its own Virtual 
Gift Catalogue in response to members wanting cheaper gifts.  You can buy a 
birthing kit and Wheels for Workers in Africa and a contribution to holidays for 
those who need them in this country all at £5, £10 and £15 with a contribution to 
the Literacy Fund for £25.  There are leaflets and order forms at the back of the 
church or you can ask the Mothers’ Union for more information. 
 
Future Meetings: 
 
Tuesday, 8 December 
For our Advent meeting, we are going to Willowmere and hope many of the resi-
dents will join us for our “Christmas Celebration” at 2 pm which is always a mean-
ingful start to the Christmas season.  
 
Tuesday, 12 January  
Tony Woode will be our speaker for our first meeting of 2010 and his talk is enti-
tled “The black sheep at work?”  - if you want to know what that means you will 
have to come and listen!  As usual we will start with a bring and share lunch at 
12.30 pm followed by the meeting at approximately 1.30 pm. 
 
Tuesday, 9th February 
Following our lunch on this day we have our Annual General Meeting and we do 
encourage all members to attend if they can. 
 

Don't forget - friends and visitors are very welcom e to all our meetings. 
 

As we go into the busy Christmas season, let us not forget what the season is 
about and amid the hustle and bustle remember that  

“Jesus is the reason for the season” 
 

With very best wishes from all in the Mothers’ Union here at St. Michaels 
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 Duty December 

Intercessions Susan Hawkes 

Banner Angela Tempest 

Escorts Janet Chisholm 
Helen Senior 

Offertory Pauline Davies 
Laura Drinkwater 

Mothers Union Sunday Rota 

January 

Jacqui Briscoe 

Angela Tempest 

Pam Dunning 
Ann Lightfoot 

Janet Chisholm 
Miriam Sant 

February 

Susan Hawkes 

Jo Hulse 

Jo Henry 
Janet Chisholm 

Edna Rose 
Angela Tempest 

=������>��������������������
 
At St Michael’s we have been blessed by the generous giving of past parishioners, 
and as a result we have accumulated reserves which many parish churches can only 
dream of.  However, for many years we have been subsidising our day to day opera-
tions out of the interest on our reserves.  Last year we used around £3500 of interest 
to balance our books.  That amount of interest is unavailable this year because of the 
low interest rates and because we have spent some of our capital on Number 28. 
 
The PCC’s financial aims are quite simple: 
· Increase the Church’s giving to other charities and missions to 10% of our in
 come 
· Raise our income to the point that it covers all our day to day expenditure with
 out subsidy from reserves 
· Spend the reserves on improving our buildings 
 
In 2008 we gave 9.6% of our voluntary giving and recovered income tax to other 
charities and missions, and we are investing heavily in Number 28.  However, this 
year our income has dropped rather than risen, and we need to recover the position 
if we are to avoid making decisions which will reduce what we do in our mission to 
the community of Middlewich, or reduce our charitable giving.  The PCC does not 
want to do either of these things. 
 
The challenge is to continue the good work which we have done over the last six 
years or so.  There is so much to do to ensure that our church is still here and thriv-
ing in 35 years time.  We need to: employ Godly and talented staff; maintain and im-
prove our buildings and facilities; and invest in new ways of reaching out to the com-
munity.  All this takes prayer, commitment and money and all of those things can only 
be supplied by the church members.  We have a great future ahead of us if we push 
through – God is faithful and will be with us as we reach out to our community with 
his love. 

Michael Reed 
Chairman, Middlewich PCC 
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Please note it costs more than £2000 per week to run St Michael’s!!! Energy is a 
huge part of that cost so please  -   Don’t waste it. 
 

.�����	� ��������.��	���*��������
 

10 of our choristers attended this year’s festival on October 31st.  The service was 
entitled “The Fruits of the Spirit” and differed from the usual Evensong.  It was di-
vided into seven sections, each with appropriate reading, prayers and music.  The 
conductor was Lee Dunleavy, organist of the parish Church in Northampton, who 
guided the choir through the two hour rehearsal with ease and a number of pithy 
comments. 
 
The first section, “Love” was heralded by the robust hymn by Vaughan Williams, 
“Come down O Love Divine,” followed by the introit “Draw us in the Spirit’s tether, a 
hymn for men only, “Love is the touch of intangible joy”, and a delightful modern 
anthem mainly in two parts, “I give you a new commandment, that you love one an-
other as I have loved you.” 
 
The second section, “Joy” consisted of a setting of the Jubilate “O be joyful in the 
Lord all ye lands” by Prince Albert in typical Victorian style.  This was followed by 
“Peace” with “Dear Lord and Father of mankind” (the beauty of thy peace).  Then 
came “Kindness and generosity”, with the reading of the Good Samaritan and a 
very simple anthem with the words “Love is kind and suffers long.” 
 
The next section was “Faithfulness” with a setting of the Nunc Dimittis by a modern 
American composer David Ashley White.  This had some unusual intervals and 
was rather more difficult to sing.  Then came “patience” “perseverance” and “self 
control”, with the grand old hymn “He who would valiant be”, and “gentleness”, the 
Magnificat, from the same American composer. 
 
In the concluding section, we sang a setting of the Lord’s Prayer to a Russian 
Chant by Rimsky-Korsakov, and an anthem by Haydn, “Lord we pray thee that thy 
grace may always prevent and follow us.”  The final hymn was “Jesus, God of 
peace and love,” to the tune “Northampton”. 
 
There were over 350 choristers taking part, filling most of the centre section of the 
nave.  As ever, the sense of achievement and fulfilment at singing in such an event 
brings great joy to the soul.  “Young men and women, old men and children, praise 
the name of the Lord.” 
 

ES Bailey 
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4th October  
At Byley 

Adam Peter Anderson—Northwich 

11th October Darci Jade Helen Beryl Cooper—Eardswick Road 
Ciaran Lee Turner—Bramble Close 

17th October Thomas David Anthony Woode—Orpington Kent 

25th October Daniel David Robert Duffy—Booth Lane 

F&��	���  
2nd October Lee Edwin Cannon (24) - Hayhurst Avenue 

5th October David William Coulson (58) - Booth Lane 

6th October Gloria June Rumbles (72) - Waters Edge Mews 

15th October  Derek Rawlinson (65) - Alexandra Road 

20th October Frank Proudlove (71) - Ewhurst Surrey 

8��������  
5th October Marc Wright & Sarah Jane Bennion 
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We’re almost there!!  The finishing touches are being made and we should get the 
handover before Christmas. 
 
Immediately after Christmas the volunteers are needed.  
Painting, varnishing, tiling, etc, etc.   
 
Can you let Mike Reed know if you’re prepared to offer 
some time?   Call him on  01606 781071 or e mail him 
on reed.blackbird77@tiscali.co.uk 
 
If we all muck in then the place can be operational by 
the end of January at the latest. 
 
In the meantime—don’t forget you can pledge to buy 
something from our list in Church. 
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At the recent Churches Together AGM we elected a Management Group to over-
see the start of Street Pastors.  This is 
 
Rev Ian Bishop, Rev David Moore, Rev David Spence, Susie Treeton and Julia 
Brumby. 
 
We have begun the search for a Street Pastors Co-ordinator with at least one 
strong candidate having already offered. 
 
We are also now actively recruiting people to train as Street Pastors.  It is such a 
simple yet fulfilling thing to do.  Why not have a go.  Just e mail Ian or speak to him 
in Church is you’d like to try. 
 
You need no qualifications, other than wanting to make Middlewich a better, hap-
pier and safer place.  Age/disability no barrier 

.�&	������������	��������������  
 
It was pretty clear at the recent Churches Together AGM that we need new enthusi-
asm put into the ecumenical efforts.  One or two of the Churches in town are 
clearly struggling as congregations get older and people get busier.  It is perhaps 
now more than ever that we must stand with our brothers and sisters in the other 
town churches and help them pick up. 
 
Would you like to play a part in the ecumenical efforts we are making? 
 
If so have a word with Ian, Sylvia, Hugh or Keith Yearley who all represent this 
Church at Churches Together. 

@&!"�	�#+�B��&����	�  
 
More of this in the next issue of the Messenger, but we are going to need volun-
teers prepared to hang around Number 28, chatting to people, perhaps washing up 
a few cups, and generally being helpful.  If you sit at home—why not sit down in 
Number 28 instead?  Age and infirmity no barrier—we would just like you to hang 
around!  Can you give your name to Ian if you can help. 
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The Church at Rio Verde was dedicated in November.  Sophie Hirst represented us 
at the service and read out a letter from me.  This is text of our letter. 
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Our next Confirmation service and Reception into Communion (for children in 
Yr5 and above in September 2009) will now take place in on Sunday 7th Feb-
ruary 2010 when Rt Rev Peter Forster, Bishop of Chester, will be our visitor.  
More information in due course.   
 
Rev Liz Woode will be leading the Confirmation Classes and Rev Ian Bishop 
will be leading the Reception into Communion.  If you can send them the 
names of those who may be interested as soon as possible please.   
 
The Confirmation classes have started 
 
Reception into Communion classes will be on Thursda y’s at 5pm for one 
hour starting at the Church. 
 
Thursday 14th January, Thursday 21st January, Thursday 28th January and 
Thursday 4th February. 
 
These are open to children in Year 5 and upwards who attend Church. 

.�	���!���#��$�
 

Details of what lies ahead this Christmas 
 
Saturday December 5th—A Carol Service hosted by the “A Passion for Life” 
team and featuring the Roberts Bakery Brass Band at the Wiinsford Lifestyle 
Centre at 7.30 pm. 
 
Sunday December 6th at 5pm—Byley Christingle Service 
 
Sunday December 13th at 5pm—Middlewich Christingle 
 
Friday December 18th at 7pm—Byley Carol Service 
 
Sunday December 20th at 6.30 pm—Middlewich Carols by Candlelight 
 
Thursday December 24th at 4pm—Middlewich Crib Service (dress up please) 
Thursday December 24th at 11.30 pm—Middlewich Midnight Communion 
 
Friday December 25th at 10.30 am—Middlewich Christmas All Age Communion 
Friday December 25th at 11.00 am—Byley Christmas Communion 
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We’re in full swing with rehearsals. 

Take note that the performances will be from Wednesday 24th February until Sat-
urday 27th February.  If you remember Esther fondly then you will not want to 
miss this!! 

 ��� ��� ��� ���� ��
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Wed 3rd 
Mar 

Cricket in Mugabe’s firing 
line 

Henry Olonga Henry Olonga. Folk 
Style. 

Thu 4th 
Mar 

Forgiving my son’s killer Robin Oake Manchester Sing 
Out.  Gospel. 

Fri 5th 
Mar 

Peace and hope in tragic 
loss 

Fiona Castle  Ruth Tickle.  Songs 
from the Musicals. 

Sat 6th 
Mar 

Turning around from terror-
ism 

David Hamilton John deJong.  
Acoustic Guitar. 

Sun 7th 
Mar 

Youth Night TBA Simon Whittaker.  
Guitar/Rock. 


���������	�6��� �
�
A number of you have asked when people will be ap-
pearing during the “A Passion for Life” Mission.  Each 
night will be very different so we hope you will plan to 
come to most if not every evening. 
 
Each night there will be music performed.  Then there 
will also be an interview with someone with a story.  Henry Olonga was a test 
cricketer who had to flee for his life when he opposed the Mugabe regime in Zim-
babwe.  He will come and sing as well.  Robin Oake’s son was killed whilst on 
duty as a PC in Manchester and he will speak about forgiveness.  Fiona Castle 
had to watch her wonderful husband Roy fight a very public battle with Cancer 
and then have to deal with the grief of loss.  David Hamilton was a killer who has 
had to deal with his past and find forgiveness.  Music will be folk one night, Gospel 
the next, Light Opera the next and Acoustic guitar the next.  Something for all. 
 
Roger Carswell will host each evening and then speak about the Gospel in the 
light of the subject of the evening.  Come to all four nights, and even the youth 
night on the Sunday and you will be blessed.  Even better bring people every night 
they will have fascinating and potentially life changing evenings.  Don’t miss a 
thing. 
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Path 
Moreton Builders have been appointed to do the work on the Church path.  
Work is expected to commence straight after Christmas. 
 
Whist Drives 
Thanks to Jean Percival and her helpers for running the Whist drives throughout 
the year a full programme is organised for 2010 the first being on Tuesday 12th 
January. followed by  9th February. 
 
The PCC decided this year to give its support to The Farm Crisis Network, St 
Luke’s Hospice and to support Ian’s trip to Angola. 
  
Forthcoming Events:-  
 
Christmas events 
 
Carol Singing  
Starts at Bruce and Ann Gleave’s house on Monday 21st December arrive for a 
6.30 pm start.  This event is always great fun—If you fancy a good sing then just 
turn up and join in.  No particular singing gift is required! 
 
Carol Service  
Our lovely carol Service this year is Friday 18th December at 7.00 pm.  Bring the 
whole family and all your friends to a delightful service full of stories and read-
ings which evoke the true meaning of Christmas 
 
Christmas Draw.   
A reminder to forward contributions for the purchase of prizes to Celia or Elea-
nor.  Tickets are available .  The draw will take place in the Village Hall following 
the Carol service on Friday 18th December. 
  
Plough Sunday  - January 10th 
Tickets are available from Celia for lunch after the service where the plough will 
be blessed and prayers will be said for a good agricultural year. 
  
Byley Players Panto  -  2010  
  
Abanazar's Revenge  
- in the Vliiage hall.  Nightly performances at 7.30pm on Wednesday 27th Janu-
ary to Saturday 30th inclusive with a matinee on saturday at 2.00pm.   
Tickets available on:- 01270 761036  :  01606 44100  :  01477 533293�
��
��
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December 6th at 5pm 
Christingle 

Prayers 
Cleaning 
Sidesman 

Glenys Richardson 
Jane Wildman 
Caroline Oakes 

December 13th  
Morning Praise 

Prayers 
Cleaning 
Sidesman 

Ian Bishop 
Jane Wildman 
Frank Walton 

December 18th 
Carol Service 

Prayers 
Sidesman 

Ian Bishop 
TBA 

December 20th 
Morning Praise 

Prayers 
Cleaning 
Sidesman 

Tony Woode 
Ann Nicol and Ann Gleave 
Eleanor Winnett 

December 25th 
Christmas Day 

Prayers 
Sidesman 

Tony Woode 
TBA 

December 27th  
Communion 

Prayers 
Cleaning 
Sidesman 

Christine Hamill-Stewart 
Ann Nicol and Ann Gleave 
Wilf Lomas 

January 3rd 
Communion 

Prayers 
Cleaning 
Sidesman 

Simon Hamill-Stewart 
Glenys Richardson and Phylis Newton 
John Bennion 

January 10th 
Plough Sunday 

Prayers 
Cleaning 
Sidesman 

Tony Woode 
Glenys Richardson and Phylis Newton 
James Bennion 

January 17th  
Morning Praise 

Prayers 
Cleaning 
Sidesman 

Lorraine Reed 
Christine Hankey 
Alan Percival 

January 24th 
Communion 

Prayers 
Cleaning 
Sidesman 

Jacqui Briscoe 
Christine Hankey 
Caroline Oakes 

January 31st  
Communion 

Prayers 
Cleaning 
Sidesman 

Liz Woode 
Celia Wilkinson 
Frank Walton 

 ��1����	� �
�
We note with sadness the death of Dick Shore.  Dick lived in the village all his life 
and contributed to the life of the Church and the wider community.  He was particu-
larly helpful in the Church Yard all his life  and was often seen tidying the place up.  
He was a real country character who will be sadly be missed by all.  Our prayers 
are with his family�
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Rev Ian Bishop, Rector and Rural Dean  

The Rectory, Poplar Fell, Nantwich Road, Middle-
wich CW10 9HG 

01606 833124 

ian,bishop@live.com  

Church Administrator—currently vacant  

Church Office, Hightown CW10 9AN 01606 833663 

ian_bishop05@tiscali.co.uk  

Jeremy Coles, Director of Music & Family Work  
& Michelle Coles, Prayer Ministry  

6 Shilton Close, Middlewich CW10 0RN 01606 738309 

jeremy.coles@sky.com  

Rev Liz Woode, Curate & Tony Woode, Reader  

6 The Grange, Hartford, CW8 1QH 01606 75030 

tonylizwoode@hotmail.com  

Rev Simon Hamill-Stewart, Assistant Priest 
& Christine Hamill-Stewart, Reader  

87 Warmingham Lane, Middlewich CW10 0DJ 01606 737329 

simchris@hamill-stewart.eclipse.co.uk  

Steve Broadfoot, Reader  

22 Angus Grove, Middlewich CW10 9GR 01606 738373 

steve.broadfoot@tesco.net  

Sylvia Bosomworth, Pastoral Care Worker  

98 Sutton Lane, Middlewich, CW10 0BY 01606 737338 

sylviabosomworth@btinternet.com  

Ann Hardy, Organist  

54 Westlands Road, Middlewich, CW10 9HN 01606 832121 

annehardy@greenbee.net  

Jacqui Briscoe, Reader and Alpha leader & Bob 
Briscoe, Health and Safety Officer 

01606 836460 

53 Lewin Street, Middlewich CW10 9BG  

JacquiBriscoe@aol.com  

28 Westlands Road, Middlewich, CW10 9HN 01606 832596 

Elaine@reynolds127.fsnet.co.uk  

Elaine Reynolds, Pastoral Care Worker  
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 Grant Stanning, Middlewich Church Warden 

11 Cledford Crescent, Middlewich CW10 0EZ  

Grant.Stanning@rowlinson.co.uk 01606 837782 

Linda Webber, Middlewich Church Warden  

74 The Walled Garden, Bostock Hall, 
Bostock, Middlewich CW10 9JN 

 

Linda@webber1010.fsnet.co.uk   01606 861626 

Gladys Robinson, Middlewich Flower Guild  

2 Orchard Close, Middlewich CW10 0AU 01606 834923 

Hugh Malkin, Middlewich PCC Treasurer  

5 Lindisfarne Close, Middlewich CW10 9HS 01606 833023 

hughmalkin@uwclub.net  

Catherine Barber, Middlewich PCC Secretary  

24 Waterside Way, Middlewich, CW10 9HP 01606 833161 

katielbarbs@aol.co.uk  

John Briggs, Pledges Officer  

85 Rolt Crescent, Middlewich CW10 0BE 01606 832810 

Mike Reed, Middlewich PCC Chair & Jeremy Fund  

1 Douglas Close, Hartford, CW8 1SH 01606 781071 

reed�blackbird77@tiscali.co.uk  

Jo Hulse, Middlewich Mothers Union  

56 Nantwich Road, Middlewich, CW10 9HG 01606 832198 

johulse@freeolamail.com  

Ruth Broadfoot, Electoral Roll & Bookstall Manager  

22 Angus Grove, Middlewich, CW10 9GR 01606 738373 

steve.broadfoot@tesco.net  

Ian Taylor, Middlewich Bellringers  

78 Long Lane, Middlewich CW10 0EN 01606 834095 

iantaylor78@aol.com  
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If you have any articles or photographs for the February 
magazine, please would you e mail them by 14th January to 
Ian Bishop or to Laura Holmes,  laura@holmesfamily.org,  
who is magazine editor.   You can also place articles in Ian’s 
pigeon hole. 

Glenys Richardson, Byley  

The Gables, Byley Lane, Byley, CW10 9NL 01606 834343 

richardsongables@aol.com  

Anne Nichol, Byley PCC Secretary  

The Round House, Byley Lane, Cranage, 
CW10 9LW 

01606 836314 

annenicol@btinternet .com  

Bruce Gleave, Byley Church Warden  

Cross Lane House, Byley, CW10 9NL 01606 832523 

Alan and Jean Percival, Byley Church 
Warden and treasurer 

 

Yatehouse Green Farm Byley 01606 833808 

Christine Hankey, Byley Village Hall  

Chestnut Farm, Byley 01606 832938 
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Ian often sends out e mails with prayer requests and news.  If 
you would like to receive this, please will you send your ad-
dress to ian.bishop@live.com . 

The church website address is 
http://middlewichparishchurch.org.uk/  

����������������������������������������������������% %%%��������
����
“The birth of Jesus made possible not just a new 
way of understanding life but a new way of living 
life.”   Frederick Buechner 
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Ian and Jason Hawkin 
Building work (extensions etc) 
Carpentry and joinery services 

01606 834386 or 01606 837080 

�����������	��
��������������	��
��������������	��
��������������	��
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Bookings for family parties, 
receptions, meetings and 

groups 
01606 832938 

Middlewich Community Centre  
(off the Civic Hall Car Park, Middlewich) 

 

Ideal for parties, meetings etc 
For further information call  

Reg Jackson on 01606 832118 

��������������������������������� ���
Covers, Curtains, Cushions 

Loose covers for chairs & sofas 
Curtains from new fabric 

Curtains remodelled to suit 
���������	���
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An Independent Family Business 

24 Hour Personal and Dignified Service 
23 Wheelock Street, Middlewich 

01606 836708 
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Private Hire and Contract Work 
Byley Stores and Garage Ltd 

Byley, Nr Middlewich CW10 9NP 
01606 832171 

Neil Hopley, Electrical Contractors Ltd 
NICEIC Approved  

Agricultural, Industrial, Domestic Installations and Repairs 
Brooks Lane, Middlewich, Cheshire 

01606 833993 or 07976 661061 (mobile) 

CATS (Opticians) 
Optometrists and Contact Lens Centre  

Senior Citizens special package 
30-32 Wheelock Street, Middlewich CW10 9AG 

01606 836582 

Gems Wedding Supplies 
Town Bridge,  Middlewich 

Sensational wedding gowns, bridesmaids’ dresses 
accessories, formal hire 
Favours made to order 

01606 832900 

�

Paul Hassall Contractors (Middlewich) 
Electrical, Plumbing, Central Heating, Building & Joinery 

All new installations, alterations and repairs – No job too small 
NICEIC Approved for Electrical Work, Gas Safe Registered Engineers for Gas Work 

All aspects of building maintenance covered, Bathrooms and Kitchens fitted 
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