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9’15 am Middlewich Communion 

11.00 am Middlewich Informal Communion & Kingdom Kids 

11.00 am Byley Morning Praise 

6.30 pm Middlewich Evening Praise 

�#�����$�������

9.15 am Middlewich Communion  

11.00 am  Middlewich Morning Praise and Kingdom Kids 

11.00 am  Byley Communion 

6.30 pm Byley Rogation Walk at Colin Wildman’s 

�#�����"%�������

9.15 am Middlewich Communion 

11.00 am Middlewich All Age Service 

11.00 am Byley Morning Praise 

6.30 pm  Middlewich Evening Praise 
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����������#�����

9.15 am  Middlewich Communion 

11.00 am  Middlewich Morning Praise and Kingdom Kids 

11.00 am Byley Communion 

6.30 pm Middlewich No service—Café Church night 

�#�����&���������'��	�������#�����

9.15 am Middlewich Communion 

11.00 am Byley Communion 

6.30 pm Middlewich Meth-
odist Church  

Ecumenical Service 

11.00 am Middlewich Morning Praise and Kingdom Kids 

Please note that there is always an  
8.00 am Communion on a Sunday morning and a  

9.30 am Communion on a Thursday at St Michael’s 
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Please note it costs more than £2000 per week to run St Michael’s!!! Energy is a 
huge part of that cost so please  -   Don’t waste it. 

  There is coffee served in Church every Tuesday 
morning from 10.30 am after the weekly healing service. 
Come chat and if you need prayer just ask. 

/#()�������������
 

Please accept the editors humble apologies for missing the April edition of the 
magazine.  Pressure of work became too much and so it seemed sensible to 
postpone publication. Anyone requiring a refund should contact Rev Ian Bishop 
on 01606 833124 

0#()�	�!1���	���������������
 
The drop in facility is now open on Monday-Friday between 10am and 2pm. 
�
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We still need more volunteers to help in the front of house!  Contact Pat on 
738005 if you can help. 
 
We have also started, Fit for 
Life forever (Monday night), 
Alpha (Tuesday night), Card 
group (Thursday night) and 
Little Stars—a prem baby 
group.  More to follow.   
 
We still need more help with 
DIY if you can spare an 
hour can you get in touch 
with Pat? 
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How should you vote as a Christian?   
 
Now that is a question people have debated long and 
hard over the centuries.  Christians it has to be said 
don’t have a great track record in formal politics.  On the 
occasions in history that we have tried to establish a 
Theocracy—that is with God as ruler, or rather his so 
called divinely inspired servants as leaders, it has led to 
as much corruption (and often worse!!) as any other sys-
tem.  The Christian Party isn’t standing here, but I’m not 
sure I would be able to support them if they did. 
 
Christians have always been at their best politically when they attempt to influ-
ence for good from within the political struggle.  When we can bring a natural in-
clination to support the poor and downtrodden and support the weak.  Heroes 
like Wilberforce, Luther King and Mandela were driven to change by a Christian 
conviction but they did so using the structures of political life and campaigning 
for change.  In that sense then, it doesn’t really matter which party you vote for 
as long as the people elected are up with the key Christian issues.  So what are 
they? 
 
In his hugely influential and brilliant book “God’s Politics”, Jim Wallis argues that 
these are the issues we should be concerned with. 
 
International Relations 
Standing up to terrorism but not by annexing other countries as we did in Iraq.  
Seeking peace radically—even when occasionally that means at our own cost.  
Seeking global and international Security but not by vast expense on weapons 
of mass destruction 
 
Economic Justice 
It isn’t about whether we have enough in our pockets but whether all have 
enough.  It means challenging poverty traps, highlighting the scandal of bankers 
bonuses when other people starve, standing up to the global financial giants 
who run our lives more than those elected and making sure the world’s poor are 
not forgotten.  It means asking why millions die of malaria when simple actions 
could save their lives, and so on. 
 
Social Issues 
We should value all life, from conception to grave and challenge the evil of abor-
tion and the highly dubious medical ethics which allow embryonic research and 
euthanasia.  We should value all people as created by God whether black or 
white.  The little Englander mentality which dominates so much of British politics 
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is just evil racism and we shouldn’t tolerate it.  Immigration has its problems but 
broadly speaking we are richer in so many ways because of this country’s multi 
ethnic population which we should celebrate not criticise.  We should also value 
the family as the greatest of God’s gift and the heart of society not tear it down 
claiming some spurious idea that any other form of relationship is as good—
broadly speaking it just isn’t as any research will tell you. 
 
Social Change 
Seeking hope rather than cynicism.  When the election started I thought I might 
vote for the party that didn’t cynically attack the others rather than giving a bold 
vision of hope.  I have to say I’ve run out of parties?!   
 
In truth you won’t get everything you want from any one of the political parties.  
So why vote?  Because to vote is to take your citizenship seriously, and to 
stand up for the good of democracy.  It probably won’t make a difference locally, 
but if we are serious about engaging with the world then we must vote.  When 
you consider the way people throughout history have fought for the vote, the 
women of the suffragette movement to the followers of Martin Luther King, you 
can’t not vote.  It is a precious and important gift. 
 
I have to say I think it is terrific that Fiona Bruce (Conservative), Peter Hirst (Lib 
Dem) and Paul Edwards (Independent) are all known to us and have links with 
the Church.  I don’t know the Labour candidate but I have heard nothing to sug-
gest that you shouldn’t vote for him.  So we have a good field of candidates in 
the Congleton Constituency. 
 
But use your vote wisely, and pray that whoever is elected will faithfully repre-
sent our area and listen to the concerns raised on a range of issues by the 
Church, and seek the highest political values.  Meanwhile we get on with 
changing the world.  Protesting against the evils that blight our country like 
wealth inequality, racism, abortion, etc etc.   
 
It is simply too easy to look at the MP’s expenses and the corruption that has 
been so visible in the political sphere and switch off.  In truth such appalling 
misuse of the parliamentary system should make us more determined to see 
things done to the highest standards rather than the lowest. 
 
A young African American lady called Lisa Sullivan was a bright intelligent lady 
with a passionate faith to change the world, and she made a massive difference 
to some of the most disadvantaged kids on the urban streets of Washington 
DC.  She was 40 when she died of a rare heart problem.  She used to say, “We 
are the ones we’ve been waiting for.”  I rather like that.  Don’t expect your politi-
cians to change the world, but rejoice when they try, but above all it’s down to 
you, “You are one you’ve been waiting for.” Get out and deliver change and 
don’t moan when the politicians don’t deliver on their promises. 
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The work of the Churches came under scrutiny at the recent APCM Meetings. 
 
At Middlewich a good year full of achievement was obvious.  Number 28 had 
opened and more people have been coming since the start of Kingdom Kids and 
the new 11am service.  There was much to give thanks for and yet lots more chal-
lenges ahead.  Ian particularly mentioned the need to get Number 28 well estab-
lished as a feature in the community and to gradually turn attention again to the 
problem of Church re-ordering. 
 
Money is tight and there was further encouragement to people to join in with the 
new £2 challenge to increase giving. 
 
Linda Webber was elected Church Warden and both Steve Bailey and Fiona Loney 
were also elected.  Having three wardens is unusual but it was decided that this 
would better cover the multiplicity of tasks required of the wardens. 
 
Hugh Malkin announced his intention to retire from the role of treasurer at Christ-
mas.  Stuart Barber will then take over.  Rev Ian Bishop expressed particular 
thanks to Hugh for his astonishing service to the Church over the years (not that it 
stops now!) 
 
At Byley there was joy over the completion of the new Church path and more dis-
cussion about the Chancel re-ordering which is now badly needed as we have dis-
covered that both the plinth on which the chancel pews and the organ base are oth 
affected by wood worm. 
 
Bruce Gleave and Allan Percival were again elected Church Wardens. 

�����/����	��2��	����
 

A reminder that if you or anyone you know who lives within the old borough of Con-
gleton is suffering financial hardship then help may be available. Ian is a trustee of 
the John Holford Charity who give grants to help.  This small local charity can help 
those who can show need.  In the past this has been used to buy washing ma-
chines, fix cars, buy children’s school uniforms and pay for school trips.  It has to 
be given for a specific purpose and is not open for group applications. 
 
Individuals have to apply themselves, but we can help with the form.  Forms or 
more information are available from Rev Ian Bishop on 01606 833124.  Any appli-
cation will be dealt with in the strictest confidence.  
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On 21st March I gave a short presentation in Church to both the morning services 
about St Michael’s financial position.  If you didn’t see it, then the presentation is 
available on the website. 
 
Put simply, the PCC’s financial aims are: 
 
1. Raise giving to missions and charities to 10% of our voluntary income 
2. Invest our reserves in our buildings 
3.  Meet our routine expenses from congregational giving 
 
This year, for the first time, we met the first of these aims and intend to keep the 
level at 10%.  The completion of Number 28 is the first achievement against our 
second aim, and we now have work to do to the Church building itself.  The third 
aim has not yet been met, and we are still subsidising our day to day expenditure 
from our reserves.  This is not sustainable. 
 
This year, we need to raise our income by over £16,000 to cover the costs of run-
ning Number 28, sustain our mission to Middlewich and eliminate the subsidy. 
 
This is easier than you might think.  This year’s challenge is for every adult 
church member to increase what they give by £2 per week.  If we do this for the 
whole 52 weeks of 2010, we’ll meet our target. 
 
Michael Reed, Middlewich PCC Chairman 
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The booking forms are now out for the parish weekend in July.  Our speaker will 
be Jon Kuhrt who is just terrific.  The children’s work is being led by Jonathan.  
Food will be provided and you will get a weekend of great teaching mixed with an 
opportunity to mix in together and meet new people and draw together as a 
Church. 
 
The forms and deposits need to be in by the end of May at the latest either to 
Sue Bishop or to Pat in the Church Office.  But the earlier the better please so 
that we can plan in good time. 
 
You may not think this is your thing but I’m sure you’ll have a great time.  If trans-
port is a problem we will make sure you have a lift. 
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Alpha has started again and meets on Tuesdays at 7.30 
pm in Number 28.   
 
Jo Henry is leading this course and the team have a fan-
tastic record of bringing people on in their faith and if you 
feel there is something missing in your faith then maybe 
it’s time to start again with Alpha.   Whatever you decide 
for yourself then ensure that others know all about it  
 
If you’d like to go then call Jacqui on 01606 836460.  

5���6�7����5�	���	�
 
The first meetings of this healthy lifestyle weight regulation course which com-
bines biblical principles with scientific facts and practical advice have got off to a 
flying start.    
 
At the first, introductory, meeting a group of 11 people watched a DVD of Sue 
Prosser, the originator of the course and writer of the book 'How to Stop Dieting 
and Start Living' on which the course is based, telling her own story.    
 
The second week we shared a healthy meal and discussed nutrition topics and 
exercise, and shared our stories of how we developed disordered eating hab-
its.   Eleven people have become signed and paid-up members of the 
group.   Resources will be distributed this coming Monday and we will get going in 
earnest.   There is a good feel to the group.   It will be fun and we will 
be supportive to each other as we begin to recognise and correct unhelpful 
thought patterns which govern our eating habits,  whilst learning to recognise 
'inner hunger' and to satisfy it more appropriately  through daily bible read-
ings.   This present course is full but there could be another one in the au-
tumn. Watch this space or us to the change. 

2�	��8	�#��
 

The Card group have started again on thursdays.  The group is open to anyone 
but we are hoping that non church members in particular will come along. 
 
If you would like to know more then call Sue on 01606 833124 or Lorraine on 
01606 781071. 
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Another great night at Café Church at the end of April.  30 people came and heard 
Rob Reed interview Fiona Bruce about her Christian commitment and why she is 
standing for Parliament in the Congleton Constituency. 
 
Chris Jeffery sang the great U2 song—”I still haven’t found what I’m, looking for”.  
Just terrific. Next month Paul and the team are exploring Chocolate (can’t be bad) 
and thinking about fair trade issues. 
 
Future dates and subjects are still to be explored but they will be of interest.  And 
Paul is open to new ideas and new people getting involved.  So bring your friends 
and get along to Choklat on the fourth Sunday in every month. 
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Although he is no stranger to long-distance running, this will be his last before he 
moves, with Gill and Tom, to Gill’s new parish. 
 
Grant has run the London Marathon before…..in 1984!  He thought he’d better get 
another one in before he turns 50 in May. 
 
The Stan Bowley Cyberknife Trust was set up in 2008, in 
response to policeman Stan Bowley receiving life-saving 
Cyberknife treatment for an inoperable cancerous tumour. 
At the time of his treatment, Cyberknife Radiosurgery was 
unheard of and not available in the UK. There are now 2 
Cyberknife centres in the UK, both in London and both at 
private clinics. The treatment is still not available on the 
NHS. 
 
The aim of The Stan Bowley Cyberknife Trust is to not only 
raise awareness of Cyberknife Radiosurgery within the UK 
but also to raise enough money to purchase a Cyberknife 
system for the Northwest of England. The systems cost in 
excess of £2million. 
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We celebrated Lady Day and Diana Bancroft’s commissioning as Middlewich 
Deanery Leader on 25 March.  The commissioning had been postponed due to 
the dreadful weather in January.  Diana was very well supported by Deanery and 
church members, particularly her own family who gave readings and musical con-
tributions in the service. 
 
The Deanery is promoting the Mothers’ Union throughout May, so please don’t for-
get to wear your badges.  At the 9.30am service at St Helens, Northwich on Sun-
day, 9 May, Angela Klabou will be the speaker.   
 

Future events 
Tuesday, 11 May 
Our visiting speaker will be Sophie Hirst who is well known to all at St Michaels.  
She will be talking about her work in Paraguay with the South American Mission-
ary Society.  I am sure it will be very interesting and worth hearing about. 
 
Thursday, 13 May 
The Diocesan Festival Service at Chester Cathedral at 11.00am.   
Preacher Rt. Revd. Robert Atwell, Bishop of Stockport. 
(Please phone Pam for transport.) 
 
Tuesday, 25 May 
The Clean Team will be organising the planting of begonias around the church in 
the evening.  If you can help with the refreshments please let Pam know. 
 
Tuesday, 8 June 
Branch meeting starting with lunch at 12.30pm. 
 
Thursday, 10 June 
Deanery event – Father Michael at Wharton Church Hall at 8.00pm.  Tickets £2.50 
per member, an accompanied guest – free.  Father Michael’s presentation is 
“Seven Deadly Sins”. 
 
Saturday, 19 June 
A stand at the Middlewich Folk and Boat Festival.  If you can give just one hour of 
your time, please phone Pam. 
 
Tuesday, 13 July 
Holy Communion followed by the Strawberry Tea. 
 
Pam Dunning’s phone no:  01606 – 832286 
 

Susan and Jo 
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Mothers Union Sunday Rota 

Duty May 

Intercessions Miriam Sant 

Banner Jo Henry 

Escorts Angela Tempest &  
Edna Rose 

Offertory Laura Drinkwater &  
Pauline Davies 

June 

Jo Hulse 

Angela Tempest 

Laura Drinkwater &  
Pauline Davies 

Pam Dunning &  
Vi Neale-Smith 

5��+����������!�"� �
�
We are still finalising where our efforts will lie with this year’s Folk and Boat Festival. 
 
These things we know.   
 
Number 28 will be open throughout the festival serving all day breakfasts (we hope) 
and tea and coffee.  There may also be a simple  coffee station in Church assuming 
we can find enough volunteers. 
 
The Church will be open all day.  Pat and others are trying to get the Flower Festival 
together but there isn’t much time.  If you can help can you call Pat on 738005.  The 
idea is to make it another community event.  There will be some free concerts in the 
Church through the days. 
 
There will be a festival praise in the big top again this year.  However at this stage we 
aren’t sure how many Churches are partnering with St Michael’s. 
 
We are running a terrific concert on the Saturday night by a guy called Gareth Davies 
Jones.  You can get a preview of his music on http://www.headingwestmusic.com/
home.php.  Tickets will be on sale early May 
 
Gareth will be joining us on the Sunday morning as well to play a couple of songs. 
 
There may be a Fun Day this year as well but only if we can get enough volunteers 
to commit to the project.  Therefore it is all down to you!!  Sorry to ask again but we 
do need people who will act as caterers, stewards, washer uppers and waiters.  We 
also need people to negotiate with performers and ensure that the project is deliv-
ered.   We also need people to run games, help set up, organise face painting, graffiti 
boards and all the other great features that have been so enjoyed by the community.  
Lists will appear in Church please help us by volunteering quickly. 
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Having just had the lead replaced from the Nave roof, now the lead has been 
stripped from the South Porch Roof. 
 
Thanks to Jeremy’s vigilance and Steve Bailey’s super sleuthing skills we were able 
to tip off the police that a possible theft was about to occur.  As a result the culprits 
were caught but not before they had done considerable damage. 
 
We are in for more expense putting things right I’m afraid.  Ah well at least we can 
sell the lead!! 

Money for Easter flowers  
has been received in memory of the following people :- 
 
Ivy, Bill and Neil Hall 
Nancy, Geoffrey Dale, Stew Bailey, Walter Hall Jnr., Ellen Hall,  
Walter Hall snr, and Doreen Healey  
Harold and Kate Hatton 
Mr and Mrs C Evison 
Mr Harold Dickenson  
Mr and Mrs George Hough 
Mr Gren Clare and Mr and Mrs JJ Robinson 
Mr James Littlemore 
James and Hilda Chambers 
Don Hall, Charles Henry Hall, Ivy Hall, George Henry Bennett and Jane Bennett 
Phyllis and Cliff Astle 
G Capper, Neil Hamlett, G Wareham and John Dean 
JHL Wilson, W Batsford and AHL Farrington 
Doris and Bill Charnley 
Elsie Downing, Joyce Buckley, Nancy Downing and Joseph and Mary Walsh 
Charles William and Mary Jane Sant 
George Robinson, Tony Reynolds, Sally and Arthur Gerrard,  
John Jones, Richard and Bessie Williams.   
Rowland Dunning. June Arrowsmith our sister 
Charles and Louise Lambert and Elizabeth Hubbard 
Mr and Mrs G Egerton 
Jessie Wilson and Louise Horsfield 
Wilson Family 
Barbara Ripley 
Alfred and Winifred Hardy 
S.R. Drinkwater and R and A. Stanton 
George Bailey 
Wilf, Betty and Barry Moss 
William Hendry, Mrs Elizabeth Dodd and Mr Edgar Starkey 
Beatrice Robinson 
Jessie and Jim Gaffney 
James and Clare Pallitt 
Tom and Betty Hatton and Alf and Edith Jackson  
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Since beginning my ministry at St Michaels nearly five years ago I have always 
been given a very warm welcome in our local schools. It has been a joy to see 
our relationship with the schools go from strength to strength during this time. 
 
I regularly take key-stage and full assemblies in all the seven local primary 
schools. Assemblies can last from 15-30 minutes and within that time I unpack 
the theme or Bible story for the day, always finishing with a prayer and then 
leading the children in an age appropriate worship song.  
 
I endeavour through all my activities with children in school to create an envi-
ronment which enables God’s Spirit to teach them about the Father’s love. 
There is usually lots of fun, colour and movement and visual aids which help 
the children to remember the truth about God at a later date. 
 

 
Some of the most special times come directly af-
ter assemblies where children often hang around 
for a chat; sharing their concerns about life, hav-
ing a joke or going deeper with questions about 
the Christian faith.  

 
As a governor at Middlewich Primary School I have special responsibility for 
liaising with the R.E Coordinator. This valuable insight is put to good use in sup-
porting the other schools as well. I love taking R.E lessons and welcoming the 
children into church on visits. There is so much more time to explore the Chris-
tian Faith and get to know the staff as well. 
 
I occasionally help out in other areas of school life such as music lessons, sing-
ing practices and special inter-school days. I seek to be a good friend to the 
school community wherever time allows. Being seen about school by pupils 
and parents alike reinforces the tremendous relationship that the church has 
with the school community. Please join me in valuing the opportunity given to 
us to support the local schools and continue to pray that God would continue to 
bear fruit in individuals’ lives as a result. 
 
If you are keen to “see for yourself” what goes on I would welcome the opportu-
nity to take you in to one of my assemblies and for you to share in this special 
ministry with me. Please do ask! 

Jeremy 
 

Please note that the fund to cover Jeremy’s salary is still open and if you would 
like to give specifically to the work that Jeremy is doing in schools and Church 
then have a word with our treasurer 
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Street Pastors are coming to Mid-
dlewich soon and its because of 
you! Thanks to the open hearts 
and minds of our congregation 
we now have 23 volunteers ready 
and willing to take part in our 
Street Pastoring training which is 
due to commence on Saturday 
the 8th of May. Ideally we are 
looking for 40 volunteers so 
please if you are still considering 
taking part - take that step out of 
your comfort zone and put your 
name onto the list at the back of 
the Church. Age, size, fitness lev-
els are no barrier, all you need is 
a love of God and a willingness to 
spread kindness throughout our 
town............over to you. 
  
more details to follow               Ann Hurley 

0#()�	�!1�<��#����	�  
 
The volunteers at Number 28 will be the key to success.  If no one helps out the 
place won’t be open and all the money we’ve spent won’t have the effect that we 
hoped for. 
 
Volunteers have to do very little except hang around and chat and be nice to peo-
ple!  You can do that I’m certain.  Pat Pugh is compiling a rota.  It’ll be fun!!  Come 
along and join in and make the place buzz 

2�	����������������
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We are in the early stages of joining with Christ Church Wharton is establishing a 
CAP centre in Middlewich.  CAP are a fantastic debt support group run from a call 
centre in Bradford.  We hope it won’t be long before we can offer this facility in 
Number 28.  More to follow. 
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Please will you spare just 1 hour to help with a Bucket Collection in Middlewich. This 
year we have permission to collect outside Tesco Stores, Tesco Express, Hightown 
and a street licence to collect in Southway. We can only manage this with lots of vol-
unteers. There is a chart on the table near the door, at Church for your name and 
telephone number. More information if needed from Pat Pugh 01606 738050.  
THANK YOU! 

������	������(���������� � 2�	�������2����	� �
 Adam, a member of our congregation, is doing a Sponsored slim in aid of Christian 
concern in Crewe. His aim, along with one of his colleagues, is to loose 2 stone in 
just 14 weeks. They hope to raise £1000 between them. You can sponsor him either 
by using the forms at the back of church or by going online to www.justgiving.com/
bigfatslim. Please do give generously to this worthy local charity. 

Adam is the administrator at the charity who provides furniture, baby items, school 
uniforms and other items to families in need across South Cheshire. Last year they 
gave away nearly £55k worth of furniture to needy families. They also have a sale 
where you can purchase furniture at a much reduced price on a Friday morning. 
Sadly they cannot collect from the Middlewich area however if you have some furni-
ture or Bric a Brac items you’d like to donate please feel free to drop them to St 
Pauls Church Centre on Hightown in Crewe. More information about Christian con-
cern can be found at www.christianconcerncrewe.org 
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Paul Bannister (Laetitia Jackson’s son) who used to be a member of our Church 
choir is embarking on an ambitious 14 day coast to coast walk from St Bees Head 
to Robin Hood Bay 198 miles for the National Deaf Children’s Society.  Paul himself 
is hearing impaired and has reason to thank the charity for all they have done for 
him.  Paul himself works with hearing impaired children and so is well aware of the 
challenges they face. 
 
If you’d like help sponsor him then the form will be in Church.  Further information 
can be found at http://www.c2cpb.com.   
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14th February Connor James Morris—Cross Lane 

28th February Dylan Jack Burrows—Alexandra road 
Lewis Jeffery Burrows—Alexandra Road 
Layla May Ravenscroft—Winchester 

7th March James Daniel Briggs—Fossa Close 

28th March Sophia Anne Elizabeth Buckley—Winsford 

F#��	���  
4th February Gwendoline Beresford  - The Green 

19th February Roy Davies  - Sutton Lane 

4��������  
There were no weddings in February or March 

23rd February Aaron Michael Luke Aldridge  - Overton Close 

10th March Maud Ann Webster  - Long Lane 

18th March Kathleen McDean  - East Road 

19th March John Wilding  - East Road 

25th March Frank Johnson  - Warmingham Lane 

29th March Bessie Wilkinson  - The Manor  

29th March Susan Bayley  - Kitfield Avenue 
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We have arranged our annual challenge match against Altrincham Baptist Church 
for Friday 25th June beginning at 4pm.  Details will come out soon but we hope 
you’ll play (even if you haven’t played for years).  It is open to both men and 
women.  Please feel free to invite guests. 
 
Then on Friday September 10th we are having a charity golf day at Antrobus.  
This is raising money for St Luke’s Hospice and we would love to enter three 
teams of four.  We hope to attract 80 people from across Cheshire.  Please indi-
cate to Alastair Griffith’s if you would like to be in the team.  Again we would wel-
come both men and women. 
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Progress on Number 28 Hightown 
 
It’s hardly necessary to tell you the progress on Number 
28, as you can walk round it on any Sunday and now 
also on most weekdays as well.  Sufficient to say that the 
construction work was completed on 23rd December and 
since then about 40 volunteers have given their time to 
decorate and fit out the building which is now looking 
very good. 
 
There are however still some things to finish, and anyone who would like to contrib-
ute their skills to the task would be most welcome: we are particularly in need of 
someone who can put on wall tiles, and someone with simple joinery skills.  Tele-
phone me on 01606 781071, or email reed.blackbird77@tiscali.co.uk 
 
The major things to finish are: 
 
1. The kitchen which has been installed but still requires some plumbing and tiling 
before we can get the environmental health people to inspect it 
2. Installation of the stairlift which is now ordered 
 
External signage and security shutter.  We are working with the local authority con-
servation officer to develop a scheme which will obtain planning permission 
Of these, the third will take the longest.  We expect that everything else will be com-
plete by the end of May. 
 
Do come in and look around.  If you’ve been a volunteer already, thank you for eve-
rything you’ve done.  If you havn’t, give me a ring! 
 
Michael Reed Project Manager 

�����������	
���

�����������
���������

����������

������

��������
��������������

�
�
��
�����
������
�

 ��!"�

�������
 
Ian’s trip to Angola has been constantly changing.  This week the trip has been 
shortened to just one week.  The original plan had been to do one week in Luanda 
and one in Uige.  Because of spiralling costs and safety concerns we are now only 
going to Luanda and the delegates who were coming to Uige are now to be driven 
to Luanda.  That means I will now be back on Monday May 24th.  This will have an 
effect on attendance but we felt we had little choice. 
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The path and railings are now complete.  It has been a very long time coming 
and we would particularly like to pay tribute to EON and those who organised 
the funding for their patience as we worked through all the difficulties.  The PCC 
also thank Will Moreton builders for their care and understanding through the 
development. 
 
Some have been concerned at the whiteness of the concrete.  Please be patient 
this will weather and will then be hardly noticeable. 
 
Church Re-ordering 
Woodworm is focusing the mind somewhat!  We are currently taking advice as 
to how to tackle the issues but it rather looks as if our ideas for the Chancel will 
be forced upon us by circumstance. 
�

Church Spring Clean  
Many thanks to everyone who gave the Church a good spring clean. 
  
Whist Drives  
4th May and 1st June all at 7.30pm in the Village Hall 
  
Easter Flowers  
Donations towards the Easter Flowers included those given in memory of :- 
Mr & Mrs R Hatter  :  Alan Hankey  :  George & Patty Leech  :  Clary 
Leech  :  Leonard Garnett  :  Arthur & Amy Dodd  :  Alan Dodd  : Amy 
Dodd  :  Evelyn & Thomas Percival  :  Mrs E Jervis     
  
Rogation Sunday  this year is on the 9th May.  Our special Rogation event will 
this year be at Cross Lanes Farm starting with a service at 7.00pm.  Anyone can 
come to what has been a fantastic village occasion every year.  Please simply 
bring a plate of food etc. 
 
We will be walking around the fields so please make sure you wear appropriate 
footwear and rain wear if it looks like being wet. 
  
Rose Fete date is 12th June the Procession will leave Shanty farm at 1.00pm 
and process to the field for the Crowning Ceremony beginning at 1.30pm 
 
Look out for full details in the next issue. 
 
Clock 
We are most grateful that funding has been obtained to fix the clock.  We under-
stand it will be back on normal time very soon 
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8th May Street Pastor training all day at Number 28 

9th May Rogation Walk at Byley 

10th May Beginning of Christian Aid week 

11th May  Archdeacon’s Visitation at St Matthews Stretton 

15th May Ian off to Angola 

26th May Big clean up and move of stuff in Church (all hands on deck) 

12th May Deanery Synod meeting with Rev Rob Wykes of Christian 
Concern in Crewe (all welcome) 

13th June Gill and Grant Stanning’s last Sunday with us 

17th-20th June Folk and Boat Festival 

19th June Concert by Gareth Davies Jones 

25th June Golf Evening competition with Altrincham Baptist at Wood-
side Golf Club.  Let Richard Atkin know if you want to play 

4th July Gill Stanning and Thia Hughes being ordained at Chester 
Cathedral at 10am 

������������	��� ���	��  

2nd May Communion 
Morning Praise 

Prayers 
Cleaning 
Sidesman 

Simon Hamill-Stewart 
Jane Wildman 
James Bennion 

9th May 
Communion 
 

Prayers 
Cleaning 
Sidesman 

Tony Woode 
Ann Gleave and Ann Nichol 
Alan Percival 

16th May 
Morning Praise 

Prayers 
Cleaning 
Sidesman 

Jacqui Briscoe 
Ann Gleave and Ann Nichol 
Caroline Oakes 

23rd May  
Communion 

Prayers 
Cleaning 
Sidesman 

Christine H-Stewart 
Phyllis Newton and Glenys Richardson 
Frank Walton 

30th May  
Communion 

Prayers 
Cleaning 
Sidesman 

Jacqui Briscoe 
Phylis Newton and Glenys Richardson 
Eleanor Winnett 

����������-��������	���	���	������	������	������#() �	�""!>&&��
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Rev Ian Bishop, Rector and Rural Dean  

The Rectory, Poplar Fell, Nantwich Road, Middle-
wich CW10 9HG 

01606 833124 

Ian.bishop@middlewichparishchurch.org.uk  

Church Administrator— Pat Pugh  

Church Office, 28 Hightown CW10 9AN 01606 738005 

admin@middlewichparishchurch.org.uk  

Jeremy Coles, Director of Music & Family Work  
& Michelle Coles, Prayer Ministry  

6 Shilton Close, Middlewich CW10 0RN 01606 738309 

jeremy.coles@middlewichparishchurch.org.uk  

Rev Liz Woode, Curate & Tony Woode, Reader  

6 The Grange, Hartford, CW8 1QH 01606 75030 

tonylizwoode@hotmail.com  

Rev Simon Hamill-Stewart, Assistant Priest 
& Christine Hamill-Stewart, Reader  

87 Warmingham Lane, Middlewich CW10 0DJ 01606 737329 

simchrishs@googlemail.com  

Steve Broadfoot, Reader  

22 Angus Grove, Middlewich CW10 9GR 01606 738373 

steve.broadfoot@tesco.net  

Sylvia Bosomworth, Pastoral Care Worker  

98 Sutton Lane, Middlewich, CW10 0BY 01606 737338 

sylviabosomworth@btinternet.com  

Ann Hardy, Organist  

54 Westlands Road, Middlewich, CW10 9HN 01606 832121 

annehardy@greenbee.net  

Jacqui Briscoe, Reader and Alpha leader & Bob 
Briscoe, Health and Safety Officer 

01606 836460 

53 Lewin Street, Middlewich CW10 9BG  

JacquiBriscoe@aol.com  

28 Westlands Road, Middlewich, CW10 9HN 01606 832596 

Elaine@reynolds127.fsnet.co.uk  

Elaine Reynolds, Pastoral Care Worker  
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Steve Bailey—Middlewich Church Warden 

4 Ladies Walk, Middlewich CW10 0BH  

SBAILEY4590@aol.com 01606 834264 

Linda Webber, Middlewich Church Warden  

74 The Walled Garden, Bostock Hall, 
Bostock, Middlewich CW10 9JN 

 

Linda@webber1010.fsnet.co.uk   01606 861626 

Gladys Robinson, Middlewich Flower Guild  

2 Orchard Close, Middlewich CW10 0AU 01606 834923 

Hugh Malkin, Middlewich PCC Treasurer  

5 Lindisfarne Close, Middlewich CW10 9HS 01606 833023 

hughmalkin@uwclub.net  

Catherine Barber, Middlewich PCC Secretary  

24 Waterside Way, Middlewich, CW10 9HP 01606 833161 

katielbarbs@aol.co.uk  

John Briggs, Pledges Officer  

85 Rolt Crescent, Middlewich CW10 0BE 01606 832810 

Mike Reed, Middlewich PCC Chair & Jeremy Fund  

1 Douglas Close, Hartford, CW8 1SH 01606 781071 

reed�blackbird77@tiscali.co.uk  

Jo Hulse, Middlewich Mothers Union  

56 Nantwich Road, Middlewich, CW10 9HG 01606 832198 

johulse@freeolamail.com  

Ruth Broadfoot, Electoral Roll & Bookstall Manager  

22 Angus Grove, Middlewich, CW10 9GR 01606 738373 

steve.broadfoot@tesco.net  

Ian Taylor, Middlewich Bellringers  

78 Long Lane, Middlewich CW10 0EN 01606 834095 

iantaylor78@aol.com  

Fiona Loney—Middlewich Church Warden  

3 Coriander Close, Middlewich CW10   

Fiona@residentialdesign.co.uk 01606 833180 
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If you have any articles or photographs for the June magazine, 
please would you e mail them by 14th May to Ian Bishop or to 
Laura Holmes,  laura@holmesfamily.org,  who is magazine 
editor.   You can also place articles in Ian’s pigeon hole. 

 

Glenys Richardson, Byley  

The Gables, Byley Lane, Byley, CW10 9NL 01606 834343 

richardsongables@aol.com  

Anne Nichol, Byley PCC Secretary  

The Round House, Byley Lane, Cranage, 
CW10 9LW 

01606 836314 

annenicol@btinternet .com  

Bruce Gleave, Byley Church Warden  

Cross Lane House, Byley, CW10 9NL 01606 832523 

Alan and Jean Percival, Byley Church 
Warden and treasurer 

 

Yatehouse Green Farm Byley 01606 833808 

Christine Hankey, Byley Village Hall  

Chestnut Farm, Byley 01606 832938 
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Ian often sends out e mails with prayer requests and news.  If 
you would like to receive this, please will you send your ad-
dress to ian.bishop@live.com . 

The church website address is 
http://middlewichparishchurch.org.uk/  

����������������������������������������������������' '''��������
����
“It is not that the church approaches the wider society with a detailed pro-
gramme which it expects government to enact.  But it does offer a series of 
searching questions about what government can make possible for people and 
communities!”  - Rowan Williams—Archbishop of Canterbury. 
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Bookings for family parties, 
receptions, meetings and 

groups 
01606 832938 

Middlewich Community Centre  
(off the Civic Hall Car Park, Middlewich) 

 

Ideal for parties, meetings etc 
For further information call  

Reg Jackson on 01606 832118 

��������������������������������� ���
Covers, Curtains, Cushions 

Loose covers for chairs & sofas 
Curtains from new fabric 

Curtains remodelled to suit 
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An Independent Family Business 

24 Hour Personal and Dignified Service 
23 Wheelock Street, Middlewich 

01606 836708 
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Private Hire and Contract Work 
Byley Stores and Garage Ltd 

Byley, Nr Middlewich CW10 9NP 
01606 832171 

Neil Hopley, Electrical Contractors Ltd 
NICEIC Approved  

Agricultural, Industrial, Domestic Installations and Repairs 
Brooks Lane, Middlewich, Cheshire 

01606 833993 or 07976 661061 (mobile) 

CATS (Opticians) 
Optometrists and Contact Lens Centre  

Senior Citizens special package 
30-32 Wheelock Street, Middlewich CW10 9AG 

01606 836582 

Gems Wedding Supplies 
Town Bridge,  Middlewich 

Sensational wedding gowns, bridesmaids’ dresses 
accessories, formal hire 
Favours made to order 

01606 832900 

�

Paul Hassall Contractors (Middlewich) 
Electrical, Plumbing, Central Heating, Building & Joinery 

All new installations, alterations and repairs – No job too small 
NICEIC Approved for Electrical Work, Gas Safe Registered Engineers for Gas Work 

All aspects of building maintenance covered, Bathrooms and Kitchens fitted 
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