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9.15 am Middlewich  Communion 

11.00 am  Middlewich All Age Service—No communion 

11.00 am  Byley Morning Praise 

6.30 pm Middlewich Evening Praise 

� � " 	 � � � � �! � � �� � 	 ��# � � " � � � �� � " 	 � � � �  

9.30 am Middlewich Communion 

7.30 pm Middlewich Maundy Thursday Communion 

%	 �� � � �&� � � �� � 	 ��# ' � � � �%	 �� � � �

10.00 am Middlewich Walk of Witness—from St Mary’s RC 

2.00 pm Middlewich Good Friday Vigil 

� " � � � � �& � � �� � 	 ��� " � � � � �& � � �� � 	 ��� " � � � � �& � � �� � 	 ��� " � � � � �& � � �� � 	 ��#### � � � � � 	 �� " � � � �� � � � � 	 �� " � � � �� � � � � 	 �� " � � � �� � � � � 	 �� " � � � � ����

10.00 am Middlewich Communion for the whole Church  
together on Easter morning 

11.00 am  Byley Easter Communion 

� " � � � � �&! � � �� � 	 ���

9.15 am Middlewich Communion 

11.00 am Middlewich All Age Service 

11.00 am Byley Morning Praise 

6.30 pm  Middlewich Evening Praise 

� " � � � � � ( � � �� � 	 ����

9.15 am Middlewich Communion 

11.00 am Middlewich All Age Service 

11.00 am  Byley Communion 

6.30 pm Middlewich  Celtic Style Service 

No evening service  

Please note that there is always an 8.00 am  
Communion on a Sunday morning at St Michael’s 
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April 10th at 10.00 am Good Friday Walk of Witness—starts at St Mary’s RC 

April 12th at 10.00 am Easter Sunday Service featuring the Festival Choir 

April 27th at 7.30 pm Middlewich Annual Parochial Church Meeting 

April 28th at 7.30 pm GAP planning at Sandbach High School 

May 11th Beginning of Christian Aid week 

May 12th at 7.30 pm Archdeacon’s Visitation Service at St Michael’s 

May 17th at 4.00 pm  Celebration for the start of “Salt of the Earth” Project 

May 23rd at 7.45 pm  Christian Aid Quiz Night at the URC 

May 24th  Missions Sunday with SAMS 

May 29th from 4pm Golf challenge match against Altrincham Baptist 

June 13th from 2.00 pm Byley Rose Fete 

June 19th—21st 

Middlewich Folk and Boat Festival 
Friday 19th St Michael’s hosts Black Umfolosi 
Saturday 20th We hope to have another fantastic fun 
day 
Sunday 21st Festival Praise at 10 am (TBC) and we 
hope a concert in the evening. 

August 24th—30th “Showstoppers” Ecumenical Holiday Club at MCC 

April 21st at 7.30 pm Byley Annual Parochial Church Meeting 

April 29th at 7.00 pm Meal and talk by Rev John Mark from India 

* 	 � � $ � 	 �� � � 	 � � �
 
Nathan Carroll and Alex Cook did really 
well at the Cranmer Awards finals in 
London today (25th February).  Both 
performed terrifically well but sadly 
weren’t placed.  Universal opinion was 
that both were as good, if not better, 
than the eventual winners in each sec-
tion. 
 
Pictured with Nathan and Alex in Chris-
tine Malkin who prepared both Nathan 
and Alex brilliantly.  We’re looking for-
ward to next year already! 
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Peter Speed who is the Chief Executive of Crewe 
YMCA  told Sue about a guy (an atheist) on his Alpha 
course. 
  
This man is a "third line customer service" person for 
Siemens. That means that when someone rings up with 
a faulty appliance, they speak to the "first line" who ex-
plains where the "on" switch is on their appliance. If that 
doesn©t work, they go to the second line, who go 
through all the more technical bits. If there is still no 
success, they go through to the third line, which is this 
guy. So he gets calls put through about products that are really broken and of-
ten beyond repair. 
  
He said to Peter that he is dealing all day with looking at and talking about bro-
ken Siemens products and, so that he doesn©t start to think that all Siemens 
products are rubbish, every day he leaves his office and walks around the Sie-
mens showroom, where everything is shiny and works properly, so that he can 
remind himself that Siemens is a good product and 99% of it is OK. 
  
The moral of this story is that sometimes we have to get up and walk around 
the showroom. 
 
What’s the showroom?  Well I suppose it could be anywhere.  Take a 
Church….. I’m always intrigued by the fact that the people who are most nega-
tive about a Church are generally the people who’ve been there longest.  What 
was it that people say— “Familiarity breeds contempt!”  which of course 
means that the more you know something or someone, the more you start to 
find faults and dislike things about it or them.   You spend so much time seeing 
all the bad bits that you begin not to be able to see the good. 

I’ve been there myself.  My family know that at times in the past I’ve sat in the 
kitchen after a difficult service and moaned about this and that.  You stop see-
ing the good. 

A long time member of the congregation spoke to me a couple of weeks ago 
and said that they had been away for the weekend and had dropped into a 
beautiful little Church in the village they were visiting.  They got a warm wel-
come, but the service itself and the Vicar made them appreciate the Church 
they had. 
 
Sometimes you need to take a look at the other products around in other 

� ��� � � � 	 �� 	 � $ �)� � �
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showrooms to realise how good is your product!!  And actually our Church is 
pretty good. 
 
In my Bible reading I recently came across that rather disturbing passage in 
Mark 3:21 which says, “When his family heard about this, they went to take 
charge of him, for they said, “He is out of his mind.”  You can understand their 
concern.  He was Jesus, son, brother, friend, not Jesus the Messiah.  He was 
putting himself in a position where the authorities were bound to take action, 
the family were trying to protect him.  They couldn’t see the Messianic qualities  
because they saw Jesus the man. 
 
When we look towards Easter, perspective is really important.  Are you more of 
a Good Friday person or an Easter Sunday sort of person?  Do you see the 
man Jesus crucified and broken, or do you see the God Jesus, resurrected and 
perfect? 
 
When putting Jesus Christ Superstar on the stage, Tim Rice and Andrew Lloyd 
Webber stopped at the crucifixion, preferring to focus on the tragedy, but if you 
do that you never understand how good the heavenly product, that is salvation, 
can be. 
 
Churches often reflect this same tension.  Some are caught up in the tragedy 
and brokenness of the cross.  Roman Catholic imagery often focuses on this.  
The stations of the cross which adorn the walls of RC Churches remind us of 
the brokenness of God.  Often RC crosses leave Jesus there (as regrettably 
does the cross above our pulpit!).  But the point of the cross is that he’s not 
there.  What was broken is mended, what was lost is found, where there was 
separation and alienation there is healing.  Jesus is risen. 
 
The showroom that is our Church needs to reflect that.  As people walk in at 
Easter (and pray that hundreds do walk in) they need to be met by the imagery 
and the people who live by the power of the resurrection.  When you look into 
the face of the stranger they need to see that you believe in the product of God, 
which is the salvation of mankind, not that you haven’t quite worked it out but 
that you know Jesus died.  We need resurrection joy in all our churches. 
 
That guy from Siemens needed to get a new perspective.  His product was 
great.  Ok perhaps he had to deal with a few problems, but fundamentally the 
product was good.  So it is with the Church.  The product is great, we may have 
a few problems in Churches, but we have a great product to sell — the assur-
ance of salvation for ever, life with Jesus in heaven. 
 
We walk in the power of the Christ who is risen from the dead, we rejoice in that 
resurrection, Jesus is alive and we will be with him forever.  Hallelujah! 
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You can access the Giving Machine through our website 
 
www.middlewichparishchurch.org.uk  
 
By going to the Giving Machine you can generate funds for St Michael’s. 
 
For any questions or technical advice please contact Stuart Barber at 
stubarbs@yahoo.co.uk or on 07748984273. 

� � � �� � � � / �
�
Ian would be interested to know whether there is any demand for an evening dis-
cussing the issues raised by The Shack?  We hope you’ve enjoyed reading the 
book.  E mail Ian if you would like to come to a discussion night on 
ian.bishop@live.com 

0 � - � �� � �� � � � �� � $ � � � � �
 
A Paypal facility has now been added to our website.  For the time being this is 
sitting there should anyone wish to donate to our Church online.  If you are a 
regular giver to St Michael’s or St John’s please don’t use this facility, it is more 
cost effective to give money direct.  However over the years occasionally people 
have wanted to give to the Church from overseas.  Now it is as easy to give to 
St Michael’s from Botswana as it is from Bostock!! 
 
If we do begin trading from a shop then of course the facility can be developed 
to allow us to sell products online. 
 
Do use the diary facility, keep Alastair informed of things that are going on so 
that everything is current. 

� � � � ��* � 	 � � �
 
The first, and hugely successful  Angel Cards course is almost finished.  Do you 
have people who might like to learn how to make beautiful cards?  Then invite 
them along to the next course starting soon.  Make sure you keep Sue informed 
on 833124.  Look on the web site to see the sort of thing that the group have 
been making. 
 
There will probably be an opportunity to buy some of the cards on Easter Sun-
day in Church. 
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Some of us gathered together in March to begin planning how we could 
prepare for the “A Passion for Life” Mission? 
 
We agreed that the aim was to bring people into a living faith in Christ and 
that our strategy was to build up the number of contacts we have in order to 
be able to invite them to some of the bigger events in 2010. 
 
Some of the ideas that came about were:- 
 
A Slimming Club 
A women’s night out 
Family events 
Curry nights 
Men’s nights doing different things together 
Old people’s holiday club 
Debt support 
Cancer support 
Concerts and big events 
And so on and so on.  Loads of good ideas.  Some we’ll be able to get go-
ing, others will prove impossible. 
 
Pray for Number 28 to be built, and soon, because it is absolutely crucial 
now to building the evangelism in the Church.  Many of the ideas can only 
happen if Number 28 is ready in time. 
 
As for the progress on the “A Passion for Life” Mission itself 
 
Throughout the autumn we will be running an evangelistic training pro-
gramme.  It will start on Wednesday 16th September with all the other 
Churches gathered at Hartford.  After that the training is every week in 
Church.  It is a great course and promises to be really helpful to us all.  
Therefore in your heads, please 
set aside Wednesday evenings 
this autumn for “A Passion for 
Life!” 
 
At Christmas there will be a joint 
Carol Service (probably Saturday 
5th December with the Roberts 
Bakery Band.  (Yet to be con-
firmed)  
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Monday 6.00 am Prayer in church 

 9.15 am Prayer in church 

 1.30 pm  SMILERS at church  

 7.30 pm SMAART St M’s handbell ringers in Church 

Tuesday 9.30 am Healing service followed by coffee 

 7.30 pm Tower ringing practice in church 

Wednesday 6.00 am Prayer in church 

 9.15 am Prayer in church 

 1.30 pm Doorways at The Rectory  

 6.00 pm Music group  

 7.30 pm Choir practice  

Thursday 9.30 am Communion 

 7.30 pm Alpha at The Boar’s Head from 22/1/09 

Friday 9.15 am Prayer in church 

 6.00 pm BLOG (Club for Years 4, 5 and 6)  

 7.30 pm DYN@MIC (Club for Years 7, 8, 9)  

Sunday 8.00 am Communion Service 

 9.15 am Communion Service 

 11.00 am All age worship 

 6.30 pm Evening service 

There is coffee served in Church every Tuesday morning 
from 10.30 am after the weekly healing service. 
Come chat and if you need prayer just ask. 

� � � � / � �
 

We were very thankful to the Humphries family for the generous bequest left to 
the Church by Alice Humphries.  It makes such a difference.  Alice gave much 
to the Church in her life and through her thoughtfulness continues to give in 
her death. 
 
Do consider leaving a legacy for the Church, it is a marvellous way of celebrat-
ing people’s faith once they’ve gone. 
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8th February Lily Mae Lowdon—Coronation Road 

Emily Hannah Cragg—New King Street 

22nd February Harry John Jennings—Pevensey Drive 

F" � � 	 � ��  
9th February William Taylor—Long Lane 

23rd February Tom Stubbs Richardson—Tewkesbury Close 

24th February Roy Shaw—St Ann’s Avenue 

26th February Carole Forshaw—Cledford Crescent 

0 � � � �� � � � 
There were no weddings at Middlewich or Byley during February 

' � � 	 � � �2 � - �� � � � �
 
We were sad to hear of George’s death. 
 
He was a very special person.  He gave so much to St Michael’s.  I was fortunate 
indeed that when I arrived in Middlewich in 2001 he was my verger.  He was always 
first in Church on a Sunday and always last to leave.  He poured such love and en-
ergy into the upkeep of the building and managed to keep on top of all the little 
maintenance jobs that we so often miss. 
 
I remember thinking at first that he appeared a bit quiet and distant, but once you 
got to know him you discovered a heart of pure gold and a great sense of humour. 
 
He absolutely loved kids, and I was touched to discover that many of the children in 
our Church considered him a friend and will be at his funeral.  He managed to con-
nect with them in a special way. 
 
He would do anything practical to be of help, rolling up his sleeves and mucking in 
was what he loved best, and he was totally reliable.   
 
I know the whole Church will miss him, but we pray particularly for Gladys, Elaine, 
Stephen and the rest of the family. 
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St. Michael and All Angels Mothers© Union held their Annual General Meeting in 
February when Miriam Sant stood down as Branch Secretary after more years 
than anyone, especially Miriam, can count.  Her place was taken by Pam Dun-
ning who is on a strict learning curve at the moment!  I am sure Miriam will give 
her the benefit of her experience and we must take this opportunity of thanking 
her for all the work she has done in her capacity as Secretary.  I for one could not 
have carried out the position of Branch Leader successfully without her help and 
it was much appreciated.   
 
Our March meeting took place on our Wave of Prayer day and was followed by 
coffee and social time.  For the unitiated, this event is a worldwide one and the 
service moves round every branch in the world in the space of a year.  Our 
thoughts go out at this time to our linked Dioceses particularly where life is harder 
like Melanesia and Africa. 
 
Now to future events - on Thursday, 2nd April there will be the annual Hot Cross 
Bun Coffee Morning at 10.30am following morning Communion with proceeds 
going to Mothers’ Union projects. 
 
Our monthly meeting in April will be on Tuesday, 14th April with the usual  bring 
and share lunch at 12.30pm.  Please bring your Bible readings or other appropri-
ate Easter readings. 
 
The May meeting will be on Tuesday, 12th May when Victoria Geraerts will be 
joining us for lunch then tell us about “Moving On”; her experiences with the 
Winsford Women’s Refuge. 
 
The Chester Diocese Festival Service takes place at the Cathedral on Tuesday, 
19th May: At the moment any offers of transport would be very much appreciated. 
 
In our troubled world the following words written by Sonia Forster from "Even An-
gels Tread Softly", a Mothers© Union Anthology of Poetry can bring comforting 
thoughts  when we are troubled. 
 

Take your troubles to the sea and write them in the sand. 
The tide will come and smooth them out as if at God's command. 

Walk back up to the cliff-top, look down and you will learn 
How small your problem really is 

The tide will always turn. 
Susan Hawkes 
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Duty March 

Intercessions Miriam Sant 

Banner Jo Hulse 

Escorts Laura Drinkwater & Pauline 
Davies 

Offertory Pam Jackson & Thelma Ashley 

Mothers Union Sunday Rota 

April 

Jacqui Briscoe 

Jo Henry 

Angela Tempest & Edna Rose 

Pam Dunning & Ann Lightfoot 

� � 	 � � � �
 � � � � 	 � �
 
Many of you will share the concern that lots of people have about the young peo-
ple who gather around the town.  Drink seems to become an ever increasing 
problem (although frequently the real problem is with the adults who treat alcohol 
in such a cavalier way), drugs are an ever present fear, and petty vandalism is a 
recurrent theme.  It becomes harder and harder to grow up in a society which 
teaches our kids so many bad habits. 
 
We want to make a difference.  Not to be judgemental but to be a friend in need.  
This is a modern interpretation of the Good Samaritan.  Our young people don’t 
need us to walk by or to judge what they’re doing, they just need us to be there to 
help pick them up when they fall down. 
 
Following a meeting at Middlewich High School we have started examining 
whether the five churches in the town might be able to begin a Street Pastors 
scheme.  A committee including Church leaders, community leaders, teachers, 
and the Community Action team have really given their support. 
 
Street Pastors have been very successful in other parts of the country.  It works 
by getting interested volunteers who will be prepared to give up one night each 
month to walk around, talk to young people, help where it’s needed and create a 
positive atmosphere in potential flashpoints.  Training is given, support is pro-
vided and conversation goes on between police and volunteers. 
 
We envisage the project working in Middlewich by having volunteers based at 
Number 28 going out together in the distinctive blue jackets every Friday and 
Saturday throughout the year between 7pm and 12 midnight. 
 
At this stage we would like to hear of anyone who would be interested in learning 
more about being part of the team.  Can you call or e mail Ian to express interest. 
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Last year we played a challenge golf game against Altrincham Baptist Church 
and we’ve been invited to do so again.  The game will take place at Woodside 
Gold Club at 4pm on Friday 29th May. 
 
We have just 10 places available so if you’d like to play contact Richard Atkin 
asap on 833125.  Cost is just £23 for the game and a meal afterwards.  It’ll be 
great fun. 

%� 	 � � � � $ �� � �* � � � � 	 � � �
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We are also hoping to book the African Children’s Choir in the early autumn. 
 
We are aware that a number of our congregation sing with other choral societies 
and if you’d like to bring them along then speak to Ian and we’ll try and fit them 
in.  We would love to see the place used as a regular concert venue. 
 
Please do support these events—if the venue becomes a success it will open up 
even more opportunities. 

� �� � � � 	 � ��2 � ���� � � �� 
 * � ��
 

The Electoral Roll is the Church membership list.  To vote at the Annual Meeting 
you have to be on the roll.  The existing roll is in Church for you to check.  If 
you’re a regular at Church and you are not currently listed on the roll and would 
like to be, then fill in a form (on the table by the door in Church) and return it to 
Ruth Broadfoot.  The APCM at Middlewich is on Monday 27th April and at Byley 
on Tuesday 21st April both starting at 7.30pm. 
 
If you are considering standing for the PCC, election forms are in Church 
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Young Freddie was a lively lad, 
The idol of his mum. 
It wasn’t long before he had 
Her right under his thumb. 
 
When he was still quite small, the boy 
Began to go astray. 
He pinched the neighbour’s favourite toy, 
And sold it on E-bay. 
 
Mum’s friend said “church would do him good, 
He’ll hear what Jeremy says. 
And after that, I’m sure he would 
Begin to mend his ways.” 
 
In church they started with a song 
But Freddie didn’t know it. 
So he made it up as he went along, 
And changed the words a bit. 
 
The boy in front was playing a game. 
Fred thought that he’d play too. 
When he pinched the game, he got the blame. 
But that was nothing new. 
 
Right at the front was a boy called Joe 
Who had a big drum kit. 
So Freddie thought he’d have a go 
During a quiet bit. 
 
One thing he thought was very good, 
Some cash was handed round 
But though he did the best he could, 
He only got a pound! 
 
He thought the people might be amused 
If he took his friend’s pet rat. 
But they all screamed and jumped on the 
pews, 
And shouted “throw out that brat!” 
 
So he thought he’d try the quarter past nine, 
It was good, so he’d been told. 
He thought the people looked quite fine, 
But they were rather old. 

 
 
When he looked around, he got rather a shock 
For some were in fancy dress. 
Ian was wearing a long white frock. 
What was under it, Fred couldn’t guess. 
 
The people then stood in a line. 
Fred wasn’t sure what to do, 
But he’d heard that there was bread and wine, 
So he thought he’d have some too. 
 
When he reached the altar rail, 
He held his hands right up. 
But then he gave a long loud wail. 
They wouldn’t give him the cup! 
 
“He’s never been done; baptised, that is. 
That’s the trouble”, his mum was sure. 
So Ian said he’d draw lots with Liz, 
It was Liz who drew the short straw. 
 
But Fred turned up, all tidy and neat, 
So the service went ahead. 
And soon the baptism was complete, 
But Liz was wetter than Fred. 
 
A club for kids had just begun 
On every Friday night. 
Fred thought that he’d join in the fun. 
The police broke up the fight. 
 
At last, to everyone’s relief, 
His mum thought they should move. 
But she still clung to her belief 
That Freddie would improve. 
 
St Michael’s Church is thriving here. 
And plans are going ahead. 
But now the time is drawing near 
For a visit from Bishop Fred. 
 

* � 	 �� � �� � �� � �/ �� ,� �
 � � $ ��
� �	 � � �� �� � � �� � �� � � �: � 	 �� � � �� �� � � �
�

Suffer the Children 
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Don’t miss this amazing opportunity to hear Rev John Mark.  John Mark has for 
many years been number two to Azariah in the organisation we support “Christ for 
all in Andhra Pradesh. 
 
The work is extraordinary.  They house the homeless , feed the hungry, clothe the 
naked, care for the sick, the dying and the old and infirm.  The project is inspiring.  
Come and hear first hand.  We are going to have a meal with Rev John Mark and 
his wife at the Cheshire Royale, and you can come along as well.  After the meal 
John Mark will speak to us about the work. 
 
You need to sign up for the meal by putting your name on the list at the back of St 
Michael’s Church.  The meal will be at 7pm on Wednesday 29th April. 
 
We are considering taking a working party out to India in February 2010.  If you are 
interested don’t miss finding out a bit about the projects the organisation runs. 

� �� � �� � �� " � � � � �
 

We have put 24th May aside as our World Mission Sunday. 
 
David Orrit from Mission Paraguay (who began the work building the Church at Rio 
Verde that we have paid for!) will be with us.  He can update us on the progress of 
the work and tell us more about the ways we are making a difference in a very poor 
part of the world. 

* � 	 �� � �� � �� �� �
 

Churches Together in Middlewich are strong supporters of the excellent work being 
done by Christian Aid.  Pat Pugh from St Michael’s has become the local organiser.  
Christian Aid week begins on Monday May 11th and Pat will be asking for volun-
teers to rattle a tin outside Tesco.  Can you help?  St Michael’s has to cover Monday 
May 11th.  If you can help then call Pat on  738050.  There will be a list appearing 
soon in Church—but Pat is open for help asap.   
 
There is also going to be a friendly inter Church Quiz night in aid of Christian Aid at 
Middlewich URC on Saturday May 23rd at 7.45 pm.  So put it in the diary and start 
organising your teams and raise money for a very good cause. 
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My housemates from university have set up a registered charity called “Ubaka U 
Rwanda” 

 http://www.ubakaurwanda.org.uk 

 My friend Becky went to Rwanda last summer to help with lots of different 
things, but was mostly involved with helping a group of street children. She man-
aged to rent a house for the group while she was out there and is getting funds 
together to send all of the children to school. It would be amazing if they could 
carry on sending these children to school and help them into work once they 
have finished. 

If you check out the website they have had had different fundraising events and 
ideas, “an auction of promises “ and “alternative gifts” . Becky has challenged 
her friends on facebook to the “£1 challenge”, a standing order for £1 a month I 
was just wondering if anybody else would like to take up this challenge and 
know that they are helping these children have a better future. 

 Attached is some information about giving to Ubaka U Rwanda. 

 Jenny  


 � " ��; " $ � � 	 � � � �� 	 �� � � �� - � " � �� )� �
 

This is to invite you to be  present for SIM’s  first ever Day Conference in the 
North of England.   This will  take place on Saturday 9th May 2009 at the Bridge 
Chapel  Centre in  Liverpool. 

The speaker, Tony Sargent, is principal of the  International Christian College, 
Glasgow and an  experienced missionary, who  spends months of each year in 
Asia and  Africa.   

I’m organising a trip to this conference and would like anyone interested in going 
to contact me.  My email address is  smaaa@pj-humphreys.co.uk 

If you would like more details of the absolutely terrific work that SIM do around 
the world the www.sim.co.uk is the place to look. 

There is so much exciting stuff going on around the world we need to be more 
aware of what God is doing in the world 

Paul 
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Two things to report. 
 
Sadly we were turned down in both our grant applications.  Whilst this is very 
sad, it doesn’t change anything.  It just means that we will need to work a bit 
harder at raising money.  Could you do anything to help?  If you happen to have 
the odd £100K lying around it would help!! 
 
Secondly the building work begins on the 15th April.   The scaffolding will be go-
ing up and the outside work will commence. 
 
Tenders for the inside work are well advanced and so we hope we’ll be starting 
there very soon. 
 

� � �� �� � �� � � �� � 	 � � �
 	 � <� � � �
 
Plan to be at the Salt of the Earth launch event on Sunday May 17th at The Lion 
Salt Works in Northwich.  There will be lots for families.  The site will be open 
from 2pm with displays including the production of salt by the open pan method 
and about 4pm a Service of Celebration led by the Bishop of Birkenhead. 
 
Put the date in your diary.  If anyone else would be interested in finding out more 
about the project then speak to Tony Woode on 75030.  If you are involved in the 
Salt industry and interested, the next network meeting is on April 7th.  Details 
from Tony Woode 

�* � / � � �� " � � � � .�
� �

We©ve decided that the first Sunday in every month will be cakes Sun-
day!!  Cakes will be sold for the Number 28 fund.  Can you bake one cake a 
month?  Fairy cakes etc will be sold during coffee, anything bigger will be sold to 
Church members.  It©ll bring in a few pence for the building fund.  If like Ian, you 
don©t bake cakes, then bring your money to buy one! 

=� 	 	 � �� � �2 � � � �
 

We were delighted to see that Lorraine Reed had passed the first hurdle leading 
towards ordination.  She got through her Diocesan panel and now moves forward 
to her national selection conference.  Do pray for her at a very disturbing and 
nerve wracking time 



17 

 

Cell groups are the best place to study the Bible 

3.00 pm on Tuesdays at 159 Long Lane South 

Contact Don Hall on 832989 

8.00 pm on Tuesdays - normally at 33 Chestnut Close 

Contact Julie Hassall on 737030 

10.30 am on Thursdays normally at 87 Warmingham Lane 

Contact Christine Hamill-Stewart 

8.00 pm on Thursdays at 11 Cledford Crescent 

Contact Lorraine Reed on 781071 

7.30 pm on Thursdays at 22 Angus Grove 

 Contact Ruth Broadfoot on 738373 or Glenys Richardson on 834343�

7.30 pm on Thursdays at 53 Lewin Street 
 

Contact Bob Briscoe on 836460 or Rob Reed on 781071 


 � � � � 	 � ��� �� �� � 	 � �
 
Following the article in last months Messenger three things to report. 
 
Firstly about bereavement.  We have a tea for people who have been recently 
bereaved coming up.  If you know of people who would like to go, or to receive 
an invitation can you contact Elaine on 832596. 
 
Secondly about baptism.  Just to assure the two people who contacted me.  We 
are not going to refuse anyone baptism, that is not our right.  However we do 
want to build up relationships with people who want their children baptised, to 
help them fulfil their promises to bring their children up in the Christian faith.  We 
want people to have confidence that we will support them as their children grow, 
help them through bad times and celebrate with them in good times.  The main 
problem at the moment is that, people come for baptism, we never see them as 
a Church, so they can’t be expected to build up the relationships which help 
people follow the faith of Christ.  
 
At the Evangelism brainstorming evening many of the ideas which came up 
were all about caring for people in various kinds of need.  The first training that 
is needed to be engaged in any caring ministry is to be able to listen.  Merle Ikin 
is organising a Listening Course soon.  Could you contact Merle on 832636 to 
let her know that you’re interested. 
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Church Path  
The good news is that at last the faculty has been granted by the Diocese of Ches-
ter.  We are still awaiting planning permission.  Tenders have been invited for the 
work and so with a fair wind the work should start soon. 
 
Whist Drive  
The next Whist drives are :-  7th April and 5th May at 7.30 pm in the Village Hall 
 
The APCM has been moved 
It is now on Tuesday 21st April at 7.30 pm in Church.  
 
GAP Planning 
This new Diocesan initiative will require Byley to have their own Growth Action Plan.  
If you would like to come and help prepare that plan then speak to Ian on 833124 
and come to the preparation evening at Sandbach Boys School on Tuesday 28th 
April 
 
Thanks  
To the Garnett family for the very generous donation to the Church funds in memory 
of Leonard 
 
Treasurer 
Glenys Richardson has done a marvellous job as Church Treasurer but would like to 
step down.  Do you know of anyone who would be prepared to take the task on?  If 
so please speak to Ian or Glenys. 
 
Rose Fete—Queen selection �
Congratulations to Louise Bennion who has been selected as our 2009 Rose Queen 
with her attendents Laura Lightfoot and Suzanne Clark, the Fairy Queen is Emma 
Bean and the Rosebud Princess is Amelia Pickles. We wish them and all the other 
children taking part in this, the 25th Rose fete, a wonderful day to remember. 
  
Please note that the procession leaves Shanty Farm at 1.00pm for the crowning 
ceremony on the field at 1.30pm. ( NOT 2.00pm as stated in last months magazine)  
 
Byley Village Players  -  Spring Play�

THE CEMETERY CLUB 
a comedy by Ivan Menchell 
Thursday 23rd, Friday 24th and saturday 25th 
7.30pm in Byley Village Hall 
Tickets £6.00 available on the following numbers 
01606 832325  :  01477 533293 
07801 789656  :  01606 834343 
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5th April 
Morning Praise 

Prayers 
Cleaning 
Sidesman 

Simon Hamill-Stewart 
Phylis Newton and Glenys Richardson 
James Bennion 

12th April 
Easter Sunday 

Prayers 
Cleaning 
Sidesman 

Tony Woode 
Christine Hankey 
Alan Percival 

19th April 
Morning Praise 

Prayers 
Cleaning 
Sidesman 

Jacqui Briscoe 
Christine Hankey 
Caroline Oakes 

26th April 
Communion 

Prayers 
Cleaning 
Sidesman 

Liz Woode 
Celia Wilkinson 
Frank Walton 

3rd May 
Morning Praise 

Prayers 
Cleaning 
Sidesman 

Christine Hamill-Stewart 
Celia Wilkinson 
Eleanor Winnett 

10th May 
Communion 

Prayers 
Cleaning 
Sidesman 

Jacqui Briscoe 
Paddy Bennion 
Celia Wilkinson 

' � �� � �� � � � �
 
Several people have asked about why we haven’t had a parish weekend this year.  
The short answer is that there has just been too much happening to give it time.  
However we are going to try and organise a weekend next year when we spend 
Saturday and Sunday away, but sleep at home.  This should create the feeling of a 
parish weekend away but at half the cost.  We are investigating local venues but if 
you have ideas for somewhere close by that can take and feed 100 + people three 
meals a day will you let Ian know? 
 
Also we are going to speak to John Mark about taking a small working party to In-
dia in February.  Again an early indication of people who would like to go would be 
useful.  Three people have already said the want to come. 
 
Ian has also been asked to consider going to Africa to do some training with pas-
tors to help them present the “Rooted in Jesus” course.  There may be room for 
someone else on the trip who would also be expected to live rough and be able to 
help train large groups of African pastors.  If you think you might be up to it then get 
in touch. 
 
We are also considering taking smaller groups away for short retreats so watch out 
for these.—Oh and don’t forget the Diocese are going to Israel in 2011 which will 
be worth saving up for! 
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Rev Ian Bishop, Rector and Rural Dean 

The Rectory, Poplar Fell, Nantwich Road, Middle-
wich CW10 9HG 

01606 833124 

ian,bishop@live.com  

Sue Langton, Church Administrator 

Church Office, Hightown CW10 9AN 01606 833663 

ian_bishop05@tiscali.co.uk  

Jeremy Coles, Director of Music & Family Work  
& Michelle Coles, Prayer Ministry 

6 Shilton Close, Middlewich CW10 0RN 01606 738309 

jeremy.coles@sky.com  

Rev Liz Woode, Curate & Tony Woode, Reader 

6 The Grange, Hartford, CW8 1QH 01606 75030 

tonylizwoode@hotmail.com  

Rev Simon Hamill-Stewart, Assistant Priest 
& Christine Hamill-Stewart, Reader 

87 Warmingham Lane, Middlewich CW10 0DJ 01606 737329 

simchris@hamill-stewart.eclipse.co.uk  

Steve Broadfoot, Reader 

22 Angus Grove, Middlewich CW10 9GR 01606 738373 

steve.broadfoot@tesco.net  

Sylvia Bosomworth, Pastoral Care Worker 

98 Sutton Lane, Middlewich, CW10 0BY 01606 737338 

sylviabosomworth@btinternet.com  

Ann Hardy, Organist 

54 Westlands Road, Middlewich, CW10 9HN 01606 832121 

annehardy@greenbee.net  

Jacqui Briscoe, Reader and Alpha leader & Bob 
Briscoe, Health and Safety Officer 

01606 836460 

53 Lewin Street, Middlewich CW10 9BG  

JacquiBriscoe@aol.com  

28 Westlands Road, Middlewich, CW10 9HN 01606 832596 

Elaine@reynolds127.fsnet.co.uk  

Elaine Reynolds, Pastoral Care Worker 
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 Grant Stanning, Middlewich Church Warden 

11 Cledford Crescent, Middlewich CW10 0EZ  

Grant.Stanning@rowlinson.co.uk 01606 837782 

Paul Humphreys, Middlewich Church Warden 

34 Kitfield Avenue, Middlewich CW10 0AJ 01606 738319 

smaaa@pj-humphreys.co.uk  

Gladys Robinson, Middlewich Flower Guild 

2 Orchard Close, Middlewich CW10 0AU 01606 834923 

Hugh Malkin, Middlewich PCC Treasurer 

5 Lindisfarne Close, Middlewich CW10 9HS 01606 833023 

hughmalkin@uwclub.net  

Catherine Barber, Middlewich PCC Secretary 

24 Waterside Way, Middlewich, CW10 9HP 01606 833161 

katielbarbs@aol.co.uk  

John Briggs, Pledges Officer 

85 Rolt Crescent, Middlewich CW10 0BE 01606 832810 

Mike Reed, Middlewich PCC Chair & Jeremy Fund 

1 Douglas Close, Hartford, CW8 1SH 01606 781071 

reed�blackbird77@tiscali.co.uk  

Jo Hulse, Middlewich Mothers Union 

56 Nantwich Road, Middlewich, CW10 9HG 01606 832198 

johulse@btinternet.com  

Ruth Broadfoot, Electoral Roll & Bookstall Manager 

22 Angus Grove, Middlewich, CW10 9GR 01606 738373 

steve.broadfoot@tesco.net  

Ian Taylor, Middlewich Bellringers 

78 Long Lane, Middlewich CW10 0EN 01606 834095 

iantaylor78@aol.com  
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If you have any articles or photographs for the May magazine, 
please would you e mail them by 14th April to Ian Bishop or to 
Laura Holmes,  laura@holmesfamily.org,  who is magazine 
editor.   You can also place articles in Ian’s pigeon hole, or de-
liver them to the Rectory. 

Glenys Richardson, Byley Treasurer 

The Gables, Byley Lane, Byley, CW10 9NL 01606 834343 

richardsongables@aol.com  

Anne Nichol, Byley PCC Secretary  

The Round House, Byley Lane, Cranage, 
CW10 9LW 

01606 836314 

annenicol@btinternet .com  

Bruce Gleave, Byley Church Warden  

Cross Lane House, Byley, CW10 9NL 01606 832523 

Alan Percival, Byley Church Warden  

Yatehouse Green Farm Byley 01606 833808 

Christine Hankey, Byley Village Hall  

Chestnut Farm, Byley 01606 832938 
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Ian often sends out e mails with prayer requests and news.  If 
you would like to receive this, please will you send your ad-
dress to ian.bishop@live.com . 

The church website address is 
http://middlewichparishchurch.org.uk/  

� � � �� �� � ��� �� � � �� �� � ��� �� � � �� �� � ��� �� � � �� �� � ��� �����
The Archbishop of Canterbury Dr Rowan Williams said "The G20 meeting takes 
place in an atmosphere of high expectation: many people believe that this is a 
moment for the world©s leaders to reaffirm their moral commitments to the welfare 
of all, especially the poorest, and to the care of the planet for future generations, 
as well as responding to the immediate challenges of securing a degree of finan-
cial stability.  As religious leaders, we shall be praying that these expectations will 
be met and that the gathered politicians will be inspired to share a word of hope 
with all of us." 
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Ian and Jason Hawkin 
Building work (extensions etc) 
Carpentry and joinery services 

01606 834386 or 01606 837080 

� � � � � � � � � � � 	 � � 
 � � �� � � � � � � � � � � 	 � � 
 � � �� � � � � � � � � � � 	 � � 
 � � �� � � � � � � � � � � 	 � � 
 � � � ����
Bookings for family parties, 

receptions, meetings and groups 
01606 832938 

Middlewich Community Centre 
 

(off the Civic Hall Car Park, Middlewich) 
 

Ideal for parties, meetings etc 
For further information call  

Reg Jackson on 01606 832118 

� � � � � � ��� � � � � � ��� � � � � � ��� � � � � � �� ����
Covers, Cur tains, Cushions 

Loose covers for chairs & sofas 
Curtains from new fabric 

Curtains remodelled to suit 
� � � ��� � � � 	 � ��
 � � 
 � �
 � � � 
 � �����
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An Independent Family Business 

24 Hour Personal and Dignified Service 
23 Wheelock Street, Middlewich 

01606 836708 

� � � � � �� � � 	 
 � �� � � � � �� � � 	 
 � �� � � � � �� � � 	 
 � �� � � � � �� � � 	 
 � � ����
Private Hire and Contract Work 
Byley Stores and Garage Ltd 

Byley, Nr Middlewich CW10 9NP 
01606 832171 

Neil Hopley, Electrical Contractors Ltd 
NICEIC Approved  

Agricultural, Industrial, Domestic Installations and Repairs 
Brooks Lane, Middlewich, Cheshire 

01606 833993 or 07976 661061 (mobile) 

CATS (Opticians) 
Optometrists and Contact Lens Centre  

Senior Citizens special package 
30-32 Wheelock Street, Middlewich CW10 9AG 

01606 836582 

Gems Wedding Supplies 
14 High Town, Middlewich 

Sensational wedding gowns, bridesmaids’ dresses 
accessories, formal hire 
Favours made to order 
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